
All residents in the Craigmillar Park Conservation Area are invited to the Annual General 
Meeting to be held in the Church Hall of Craigmillar Park Church.

AGM business will be followed by an illustrated talk by Mrs Jocelyn Cunliffe representing the 
Architectural Heritage Society of Scotland.

We would like to invite you to come along and share what you would like to see the Associa-
tion do for you in 2020. Tea and coffee will be served after the meeting.

Ronald MacArthur, the Chair of the CPA writes:

The Craigmillar Park Conservation Area Character Appraisal as approved by Edinburgh Council 
in 2003 noted “The predominance of high quality stone - built Victorian architecture of limited 
height which provides homogeneity through building lines, heights, massing and the use of 
traditional  materials and the pleasing rhythms of original features is of great importance.”  
I would suggest that this is still of great importance in an era of utilitarianism!
As a result, all planning applications to Edinburgh Council from within our Conservation Area are 
scrutinised closely by the CPA, working closely with Grange/Prestonfield Community Council 
(GPCC), to try to ensure compliance with the principles set out in the Character Appraisal. If 
appropriate, reasoned objections are raised by the CPA.

A major project within our Conservation Area since the last AGM has been the construction of 
ten town houses by Miller Homes on the former playing field in East Suffolk Road. Most are now 

occupied and landscaping is 
taking place.
The other major project has 
been the obtaining of  condi-
tional planning consent by 
CALA Homes for the redevel-
opment of the former Royal 
Blind School site. Both of 
these projects are referred to 
in greater detail in this News-
letter.
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The CPA continues to provide encouragement and financial support for the arduous work under-
taken by enthusiastic volunteers in developing the nature strips in the area west of Craigmillar Park. 
Local residents have also donated considerable sums via the CPA for the purchase of plants, shrubs 
etc. Such funds are ring-fenced and audited, and used solely against receipted expenditure by the 
volunteers in connection with the nature strips.
Further donations would be most welcome! A detailed report is set out in this Newsletter.

The CPA has become a member of the Architectural Heritage Society of Scotland (AHSS).
The Society is very active in protecting our architectural heritage at national level and within the 
Edinburgh Conservation Areas as well as other areas of Scotland. It also scrutinises planning 
applications and objects where appropriate. AHSS has objected to at least three applications in our 
Conservation Area in the last year. It therefore seemed very appropriate for the CPA to join the 
Society.
The Society holds a series of interesting lectures in Edinburgh and arranges day and field trips for 
interested members.
Our guest speaker from AHSS will give an illustrated talk after our AGM formal session on the 
activities of the Society. I am sure many will wish to join the Society as a result.

Finally, I would like to thank our members for their continued support.

NATURE STRIPS REPORT by Wilma Elton

It’s now nearly three years since we commissioned a conservation 
and biodiversity report for the five nature strips bordering Granby, 
Suffolk and Gilmour Roads. There are now 12 volunteers trying to 
carry out the recommendations of this report, one of which was to 
reduce the overgrown laurel bushes which have pushed ever 
upwards and outwards, blocking light and food from native trees 
and rendering the ground dry and lifeless. The laurel has been 
removed from two of the strips and, in two others, it has been 
reduced by 50%; the results have been excellent. We have created 
light and space for any bushes which had survived in difficult condi-
tions and planted many ground-cover bushes and flowers which 
have attracted bees, other insects and birds.

Another recommendation was to reduce or remove excessive amounts of box, a bush normally 
trimmed as hedging but which had been allowed to grow into ugly, straggly specimens with lots of 
dead wood and a few sprigs of green at the top. Where pruning of box has been done the results 

are still unattractive but they should gradually 
improve in appearance.
Throughout this time, we have had good 
support from Mike Shields who heads the 
Council’s Green Spaces Department, south 
side. His men come regularly in the winter 
months to pick up green waste etc. Mike also 
provided sacks of bulbs and gave us a small 
budget to obtain bushes from the Inch 
nursery. Ian Morrison of the Council’s Forest-
ry Department made an inspection of the 
trees in the area and promised at the AGM in 

2017 that his men would start clearing laurel and 
pruning certain trees in Granby Road but since then 
we have heard nothing in spite of emails and calls.

We volunteers understand the concerns that some 
people with views onto the strips have about remov-
ing screening and we’d like to assure you that any 
gaps will be filled as soon as possible. In the Gilmour 
Road south end strip the removal of four huge 
laurels last autumn was a bit of a visual shock. 
However, six young trees were planted immediately 
as well as numerous shrubs and perennial flowers 
and the results have been fantastic. There is now 
light and colour - the new cherry produced winter 
blossom and the cotoneaster tree is covered in 
berries. The existing trees which had bare branches 
because of the laurel are now recovering and 
spreading their boughs towards the new found light. 
The response from many people in the neighbour-
hood who walk by the strips has been very positive 
and is encouraging for the volunteers. 
In the coming months more laurel will be pruned or removed and gradually replaced by more 
environmentally friendly native species. We also wish to install smallish notice boards at each end 
of the five strips, to inform passers by that these are maintained by volunteers who wish to 

enhance the natural environment in the 
area.

I’d like to thank the many neighbours who 
generously donated towards new trees 
and shrubs and also the CPA which has 
also given financial and moral support to 
this enterprise.

Please look at the CPA website for more 
detailed information of what we’ve been 
doing in recent months and contact me if 
you’d like to be a volunteer.
wilmaelton@gmail.com

PLANNING MATTERS

In the period since the last AGM, the CPA, in frequent consultation with the Community Council, 
objected to twelve planning applications from within our Conservation Area in an attempt to 
ensure compliance with the principles set out in the Character Appraisal. Three applications were 
withdrawn, one rejected and the others granted.
In some cases Edinburgh Council would seem to be departing from its own established rules in so 
granting.
Our greatest concern related to the original CALA Homes planning applications and the planning 
application for the conversion of a guest house into a HMO, which resulted in 111 objections, but 
was still granted.

CALA Homes - The Royal Blind School Development

In August 2019 CALA Homes received  planning consent for the demolition of all buildings on the 
former Royal Blind School site other than the original 19th Century building and the gatehouse 
both of which are to be adapted for residential use. The development will now consist of 49 
dwellings including 21 in the original 19th Century building and one in the gatehouse.
The original  plans were for greater development on the Northern Boundary of the site. However 
considerable opposition was expressed by residents of Mentone Gardens who were likely to be 
most affected and by the CPA, GPCC and AHSS.
CALA modified its plans to take into account in some measure the reasoned objections to its 
original planning applications and resubmitted in April 2019 with conditional approval from 
Edinburgh Council issuing in August 2019.
The GPCC are to be congratulated in arranging 
two public meetings attended by CALA repre-
sentatives for comment on the CALA propos-
als. The CPA arranged for distribution of flyers 
in advance of the meetings and paid for 50 per 
cent of the costs incurred by the GPCC.
Windows in the original building were replaced 
by inappropriate UPVC frames before the 
creation of the Conservation Area. It is regret-
table that these windows will be replaced  by 
new UPVC frames of unspecified design.

Miller Homes

Miller’s Planning Application to build ten town houses on the former playing field at East Suffolk 
Road was refused by Edinburgh Council, the CPA and GPCC having objected to the application.
On appeal, the Reporter, appointed by the Scottish Government, overturned the refusal but on 
condition that provision be made on access “to the remaining spaces for use by the public” by 
means of a S75 Agreement with Edinburgh Council.  Accordingly, a Minute of Agreement was so 
signed. The CPA has requested information on how Miller Homes Ltd proposes to comply with 
its legal obligations thereunder but has received no response despite a reminder.

HMO - What is it?

The Scottish Government imposed a statutory requirement on all Councils to provide accommo-
dation for homeless and/or vulnerable people. HMO is an abbreviation for Housing in Multiple 
Occupancy type accommodation. HMO property is rented out by at least 3 people (or more), 
who are not from the same household, but share facilities like the bathroom and kitchen. Flats 
and houses can be altered to provide HMO type accommodation provided they meet the 
requirements and obtain an HMO Licence from the Council.

For example, an owner of a 7-bedroom property could apply to City of Edinburgh Council (CEC) 
Planning Department to change the use of said property to HMO with 12 bedrooms to be rented 
out with shared facilities. The CEC must notify residents surrounding the property and appropri-
ate Associations/Community Councils seeking consent/objections usually within 21 days. After 
processing said HMO application the CEC will either grant or refuse it.

When the HMO planning application is granted the owner/Landlord applies to CEC for an HMO 
Licence (~£3,000). A CEC Inspection team visits the premises and if satisfied will grant an HMO 

encourage Edinburgh residents with a passion for the arts to share their homes with a Fringe 
participant. Unlike other hosting sites, Theatre DigsBooker is exclusively for artists seeking accom-
modation across the UK. The Fringe Society is committed to tackling the rising cost of attendance 
at the Fringe, which has been cited by artists as the single biggest barrier to participating, by 
increasing the availability of affordable accommodation options through partnerships with accom-
modation and transport providers.  

Host Fiona Knowles said: “I love using TheatreDigsBooker and wouldn’t list my room anywhere 
else. As an actress myself, I’ve also used it as a guest and for both purposes it’s safe, reliable and 
convenient. As a host, I’m confident that guests will treat my home with respect and support from 
TheatreDigsBooker is really good.” Given the rising costs of staying in Edinburgh in August, the 
Fringe Society are looking for people who are primarily interested in the experience both they and 
the artists can share, as opposed to the financial return they can gain.  This scheme is aimed at 
those who have a spare room that they can offer to an artist or participant registered with the 
Fringe at minimal cost.  

To host a Fringe participant please register at the webiste or if you don’t have access to the internet 
you can get help from your local library.
https://hello.theatredigsbooker.com/edinburgh-fringe/ 

WAVERLEY LAWN TENNIS SQUASH AND SPORTS CLUB

One of the foremost names in Scottish tennis, 
Waverley Club at 22 Suffolk Road, has nurtured 
racket players from toddlers to Super Seniors since 
its first playing members in 1885! Andy and Jamie 
Murray’s names are engraved on the Waverley 
Easter tournament trophies and there are many past 
and present internationalists amongst the current 
squash and tennis membership. This ever-develop-
ing, volunteer run sports club owes its existence 
largely to the efforts of Doctor Ballantyne a keen 
tennis playing GP who nearly one hundred and fifty 
years ago roused support for a lawn tennis club in 
the residential Suffolk Road area. Walter Scott was writing of the benefits of developing the land to 
the south of Edinburgh castle for residential purposes, so it was perhaps fitting that the Club along 
with many other establishments at that time adopted the romantically stirring name of the young 
hero of Scott’s Waverley novels.

The four original ‘lawn’ tennis courts are now a more practical artificial grass, with floodlights, 
allowing year-round and evening outdoor play, and they have been joined by two traditional 

squash courts, with viewing gallery. The social programme 
once remarkable for its annual dinner dances and evening 
concerts now includes equally popular quiz nights and wine 
tasting in the attractive modern clubhouse. A friendly 
welcome is still very much Waverley’s hallmark with lively 
squash ladders, start-up racketball, mix-in tennis and 
coaching for all ages and abilities through to competitive 
team play - invariably followed by homemade teas, suppers 
and drinks round the bar. And a small gym to ease the 
calorie conscience!

Licence for 1-3 years. Landlords must comply with rules mainly for the protection of the tenants e.g. 
size of rooms, electrical, gas and fire safety measures with annual certificates of compliance, etc. 
Sometimes objections are made to the renewal of HMO Licences based on police incidents, Anti-so-
cial behaviour, complaints about not keeping the property in a good state or repair, etc. When the 
HMO property is Licensed, the Landlord rents out the rooms to each tenant which helps CEC 
provide accommodation.

Every week, Craigmillar Park Association checks all planning applications in our area and numerous 
concerns have been raised by residents regarding the density of HMO accommodation being grant-
ed within the Craigmillar Park Conservation Area and surrounding areas. In recent years, there 
appears to have been an increase in HMO planning applications by owners of large properties to 
CEC which, despite repeated numerous objections by residents and Associations, the applications 

for HMO residences are usually 
granted. 

There appears to be a cluster of 
HMO properties on the main 
road from Salisbury Road and 
Minto Street down to Mayfield 
Gardens and Mayfield Road, 
totalling 12 properties. In the last 
5 years, one street in the area has 
seen 3 new HMO properties at 
either end where it joins the main 
roads on Mayfield Road and 
Mayfield Gardens. This does not 
appear to be a fair distribution 
throughout EH9 or Edinburgh. 
When CEC were asked about the 

number and distribution policy of HMO properties, they advised that since 1995 there have been 
only 29 planning applications for HMO properties in EH9 and there was no further information 
relating to unfair distribution clusters as described above or future planning policy to monitor HMO 
clusters across EH9 or Edinburgh as a whole.

Craigmillar Park Association, along with neighbouring Associations and residents, are maintaining a 
watchful eye on the density development of HMO properties within the surrounding areas.

The following has specific implications in terms of increased traffic passing through our Conserva-
tion Area:

GREENBELT LANDS WEST OF ALNWICKHILL ROAD by Morag Meldrum

My husband and I are long term residents of South Edinburgh, but in 2015 we moved to Liberton 
and we love the feeling of being slightly out of the bustle, but close to the city. There are magnificent 
views in all directions and beautiful areas to walk. A green lung for the residents of South Edinburgh, 
the area is well used by walkers, cyclists, runners and families.
In March 2019, we and other local residents received a letter from our vigilant MP Ian Murray, to 
inform us that developers are again consulting on developing on the Green belt sites on the fields 
bordering Alnwickhill Road, Liberton Drive and Stanedyke Head.

Mactaggart and Mickel, Home Builders have made some initial contact with the community 
through Liberton and District Community Council to lay out their plan to seek re-designation of the 
fields west of Alnwickhill Road from greenbelt land to housing.
No planning application has currently been made. At this meeting it was stressed that plans are at 
a very early stage.
Liberton Community Council held a meeting in March 2019 and a packed hall full of determined 
residents made their feelings plain; that this very important greenbelt land should be protected. 
The Liberton Association’s Annual General Meeting in early June was also packed with local people. 
A revitalised Association, with a new committee and with a great deal of collective experience and 
knowledge, is ready to mount a campaign to resist development on this area of natural beauty and 
environmental importance.
This will be the fourth time the area has been under threat since 2003 and so far, these cherished 
green spaces have been preserved. The residents of Liberton are hopeful they can be saved for 
future generations. Further information can be found on the Liberton Association website
www.libertonassociation.co.uk

CRAIGMILLAR PARK BOWLING CLUB

Situated on Gilmour Road, Craigmillar 
Park Bowling Club is a great social 
resource in our residential area. The 
Bowling Club members enjoy regular 
Monday evening games, “hat” games 
on Wednesday and Saturday 
afternoons and coaching sessions 
Saturday mornings. All include tea in 
the clubhouse!
Members also play in competitive 
leagues and friendlies with other 
Edinburgh clubs. The facilities are 

used by the wider community. The U3A have a Friday morning session. A local youth football 
league had a presentation evening with a try bowling session and an Edinburgh IT business had a 
hugely successful bonding day playing bowls. Since 2014 there have been Sunday afternoon socials 
in the clubhouse monthly from October to March for the local residents, and during the winter 
season there is a thriving table tennis and darts group. The Club has a new Social Convenor who 
plans to organise monthly winter events. Suggested ideas are a Burns Supper, Winter Dinner, 
Games evening (darts, table tennis, dominoes, whist drive, bingo), nights out (e.g. to 10 pin bowling, 
a quiz night, a day out to Taylor Bowls in Glasgow).

New members are welcome with an introductory offer of £60 for the first year (full fee £120). Special 
rates for students and juniors. See http://www.cpbc.org.uk for details.

CALLING ALL RESIDENTS THAT LOVE THE FRINGE - Host an Artist

The Edinburgh Festival Fringe Society launched a new partnership with TheatreDigsBooker earlier 
this year to offer affordable accommodation to artists. Edinburgh residents are invited to host a 
Fringe artist and see a whole new side to the Fringe, sharing a unique experience with one of its 
creators. 

The Society partnered with TheatreDigsBooker, an established accommodation platform, to 

www.craigmillar-park.org.uk       www.facebook.com/craigmillarpark



All residents in the Craigmillar Park Conservation Area are invited to the Annual General 
Meeting to be held in the Church Hall of Craigmillar Park Church.

AGM business will be followed by an illustrated talk by Mrs Jocelyn Cunliffe representing the 
Architectural Heritage Society of Scotland.

We would like to invite you to come along and share what you would like to see the Associa-
tion do for you in 2020. Tea and coffee will be served after the meeting.

Ronald MacArthur, the Chair of the CPA writes:

The Craigmillar Park Conservation Area Character Appraisal as approved by Edinburgh Council 
in 2003 noted “The predominance of high quality stone - built Victorian architecture of limited 
height which provides homogeneity through building lines, heights, massing and the use of 
traditional  materials and the pleasing rhythms of original features is of great importance.”  
I would suggest that this is still of great importance in an era of utilitarianism!
As a result, all planning applications to Edinburgh Council from within our Conservation Area are 
scrutinised closely by the CPA, working closely with Grange/Prestonfield Community Council 
(GPCC), to try to ensure compliance with the principles set out in the Character Appraisal. If 
appropriate, reasoned objections are raised by the CPA.

A major project within our Conservation Area since the last AGM has been the construction of 
ten town houses by Miller Homes on the former playing field in East Suffolk Road. Most are now 

occupied and landscaping is 
taking place.
The other major project has 
been the obtaining of  condi-
tional planning consent by 
CALA Homes for the redevel-
opment of the former Royal 
Blind School site. Both of 
these projects are referred to 
in greater detail in this News-
letter.

The CPA continues to provide encouragement and financial support for the arduous work under-
taken by enthusiastic volunteers in developing the nature strips in the area west of Craigmillar Park. 
Local residents have also donated considerable sums via the CPA for the purchase of plants, shrubs 
etc. Such funds are ring-fenced and audited, and used solely against receipted expenditure by the 
volunteers in connection with the nature strips.
Further donations would be most welcome! A detailed report is set out in this Newsletter.

The CPA has become a member of the Architectural Heritage Society of Scotland (AHSS).
The Society is very active in protecting our architectural heritage at national level and within the 
Edinburgh Conservation Areas as well as other areas of Scotland. It also scrutinises planning 
applications and objects where appropriate. AHSS has objected to at least three applications in our 
Conservation Area in the last year. It therefore seemed very appropriate for the CPA to join the 
Society.
The Society holds a series of interesting lectures in Edinburgh and arranges day and field trips for 
interested members.
Our guest speaker from AHSS will give an illustrated talk after our AGM formal session on the 
activities of the Society. I am sure many will wish to join the Society as a result.

Finally, I would like to thank our members for their continued support.

NATURE STRIPS REPORT by Wilma Elton

It’s now nearly three years since we commissioned a conservation 
and biodiversity report for the five nature strips bordering Granby, 
Suffolk and Gilmour Roads. There are now 12 volunteers trying to 
carry out the recommendations of this report, one of which was to 
reduce the overgrown laurel bushes which have pushed ever 
upwards and outwards, blocking light and food from native trees 
and rendering the ground dry and lifeless. The laurel has been 
removed from two of the strips and, in two others, it has been 
reduced by 50%; the results have been excellent. We have created 
light and space for any bushes which had survived in difficult condi-
tions and planted many ground-cover bushes and flowers which 
have attracted bees, other insects and birds.

Another recommendation was to reduce or remove excessive amounts of box, a bush normally 
trimmed as hedging but which had been allowed to grow into ugly, straggly specimens with lots of 
dead wood and a few sprigs of green at the top. Where pruning of box has been done the results 

are still unattractive but they should gradually 
improve in appearance.
Throughout this time, we have had good 
support from Mike Shields who heads the 
Council’s Green Spaces Department, south 
side. His men come regularly in the winter 
months to pick up green waste etc. Mike also 
provided sacks of bulbs and gave us a small 
budget to obtain bushes from the Inch 
nursery. Ian Morrison of the Council’s Forest-
ry Department made an inspection of the 
trees in the area and promised at the AGM in 

2017 that his men would start clearing laurel and 
pruning certain trees in Granby Road but since then 
we have heard nothing in spite of emails and calls.

We volunteers understand the concerns that some 
people with views onto the strips have about remov-
ing screening and we’d like to assure you that any 
gaps will be filled as soon as possible. In the Gilmour 
Road south end strip the removal of four huge 
laurels last autumn was a bit of a visual shock. 
However, six young trees were planted immediately 
as well as numerous shrubs and perennial flowers 
and the results have been fantastic. There is now 
light and colour - the new cherry produced winter 
blossom and the cotoneaster tree is covered in 
berries. The existing trees which had bare branches 
because of the laurel are now recovering and 
spreading their boughs towards the new found light. 
The response from many people in the neighbour-
hood who walk by the strips has been very positive 
and is encouraging for the volunteers. 
In the coming months more laurel will be pruned or removed and gradually replaced by more 
environmentally friendly native species. We also wish to install smallish notice boards at each end 
of the five strips, to inform passers by that these are maintained by volunteers who wish to 

enhance the natural environment in the 
area.

I’d like to thank the many neighbours who 
generously donated towards new trees 
and shrubs and also the CPA which has 
also given financial and moral support to 
this enterprise.

Please look at the CPA website for more 
detailed information of what we’ve been 
doing in recent months and contact me if 
you’d like to be a volunteer.
wilmaelton@gmail.com

PLANNING MATTERS

In the period since the last AGM, the CPA, in frequent consultation with the Community Council, 
objected to twelve planning applications from within our Conservation Area in an attempt to 
ensure compliance with the principles set out in the Character Appraisal. Three applications were 
withdrawn, one rejected and the others granted.
In some cases Edinburgh Council would seem to be departing from its own established rules in so 
granting.
Our greatest concern related to the original CALA Homes planning applications and the planning 
application for the conversion of a guest house into a HMO, which resulted in 111 objections, but 
was still granted.

CALA Homes - The Royal Blind School Development

In August 2019 CALA Homes received  planning consent for the demolition of all buildings on the 
former Royal Blind School site other than the original 19th Century building and the gatehouse 
both of which are to be adapted for residential use. The development will now consist of 49 
dwellings including 21 in the original 19th Century building and one in the gatehouse.
The original  plans were for greater development on the Northern Boundary of the site. However 
considerable opposition was expressed by residents of Mentone Gardens who were likely to be 
most affected and by the CPA, GPCC and AHSS.
CALA modified its plans to take into account in some measure the reasoned objections to its 
original planning applications and resubmitted in April 2019 with conditional approval from 
Edinburgh Council issuing in August 2019.
The GPCC are to be congratulated in arranging 
two public meetings attended by CALA repre-
sentatives for comment on the CALA propos-
als. The CPA arranged for distribution of flyers 
in advance of the meetings and paid for 50 per 
cent of the costs incurred by the GPCC.
Windows in the original building were replaced 
by inappropriate UPVC frames before the 
creation of the Conservation Area. It is regret-
table that these windows will be replaced  by 
new UPVC frames of unspecified design.

Miller Homes

Miller’s Planning Application to build ten town houses on the former playing field at East Suffolk 
Road was refused by Edinburgh Council, the CPA and GPCC having objected to the application.
On appeal, the Reporter, appointed by the Scottish Government, overturned the refusal but on 
condition that provision be made on access “to the remaining spaces for use by the public” by 
means of a S75 Agreement with Edinburgh Council.  Accordingly, a Minute of Agreement was so 
signed. The CPA has requested information on how Miller Homes Ltd proposes to comply with 
its legal obligations thereunder but has received no response despite a reminder.

HMO - What is it?

The Scottish Government imposed a statutory requirement on all Councils to provide accommo-
dation for homeless and/or vulnerable people. HMO is an abbreviation for Housing in Multiple 
Occupancy type accommodation. HMO property is rented out by at least 3 people (or more), 
who are not from the same household, but share facilities like the bathroom and kitchen. Flats 
and houses can be altered to provide HMO type accommodation provided they meet the 
requirements and obtain an HMO Licence from the Council.

For example, an owner of a 7-bedroom property could apply to City of Edinburgh Council (CEC) 
Planning Department to change the use of said property to HMO with 12 bedrooms to be rented 
out with shared facilities. The CEC must notify residents surrounding the property and appropri-
ate Associations/Community Councils seeking consent/objections usually within 21 days. After 
processing said HMO application the CEC will either grant or refuse it.

When the HMO planning application is granted the owner/Landlord applies to CEC for an HMO 
Licence (~£3,000). A CEC Inspection team visits the premises and if satisfied will grant an HMO 

encourage Edinburgh residents with a passion for the arts to share their homes with a Fringe 
participant. Unlike other hosting sites, Theatre DigsBooker is exclusively for artists seeking accom-
modation across the UK. The Fringe Society is committed to tackling the rising cost of attendance 
at the Fringe, which has been cited by artists as the single biggest barrier to participating, by 
increasing the availability of affordable accommodation options through partnerships with accom-
modation and transport providers.  

Host Fiona Knowles said: “I love using TheatreDigsBooker and wouldn’t list my room anywhere 
else. As an actress myself, I’ve also used it as a guest and for both purposes it’s safe, reliable and 
convenient. As a host, I’m confident that guests will treat my home with respect and support from 
TheatreDigsBooker is really good.” Given the rising costs of staying in Edinburgh in August, the 
Fringe Society are looking for people who are primarily interested in the experience both they and 
the artists can share, as opposed to the financial return they can gain.  This scheme is aimed at 
those who have a spare room that they can offer to an artist or participant registered with the 
Fringe at minimal cost.  

To host a Fringe participant please register at the webiste or if you don’t have access to the internet 
you can get help from your local library.
https://hello.theatredigsbooker.com/edinburgh-fringe/ 

WAVERLEY LAWN TENNIS SQUASH AND SPORTS CLUB

One of the foremost names in Scottish tennis, 
Waverley Club at 22 Suffolk Road, has nurtured 
racket players from toddlers to Super Seniors since 
its first playing members in 1885! Andy and Jamie 
Murray’s names are engraved on the Waverley 
Easter tournament trophies and there are many past 
and present internationalists amongst the current 
squash and tennis membership. This ever-develop-
ing, volunteer run sports club owes its existence 
largely to the efforts of Doctor Ballantyne a keen 
tennis playing GP who nearly one hundred and fifty 
years ago roused support for a lawn tennis club in 
the residential Suffolk Road area. Walter Scott was writing of the benefits of developing the land to 
the south of Edinburgh castle for residential purposes, so it was perhaps fitting that the Club along 
with many other establishments at that time adopted the romantically stirring name of the young 
hero of Scott’s Waverley novels.

The four original ‘lawn’ tennis courts are now a more practical artificial grass, with floodlights, 
allowing year-round and evening outdoor play, and they have been joined by two traditional 

squash courts, with viewing gallery. The social programme 
once remarkable for its annual dinner dances and evening 
concerts now includes equally popular quiz nights and wine 
tasting in the attractive modern clubhouse. A friendly 
welcome is still very much Waverley’s hallmark with lively 
squash ladders, start-up racketball, mix-in tennis and 
coaching for all ages and abilities through to competitive 
team play - invariably followed by homemade teas, suppers 
and drinks round the bar. And a small gym to ease the 
calorie conscience!

Licence for 1-3 years. Landlords must comply with rules mainly for the protection of the tenants e.g. 
size of rooms, electrical, gas and fire safety measures with annual certificates of compliance, etc. 
Sometimes objections are made to the renewal of HMO Licences based on police incidents, Anti-so-
cial behaviour, complaints about not keeping the property in a good state or repair, etc. When the 
HMO property is Licensed, the Landlord rents out the rooms to each tenant which helps CEC 
provide accommodation.

Every week, Craigmillar Park Association checks all planning applications in our area and numerous 
concerns have been raised by residents regarding the density of HMO accommodation being grant-
ed within the Craigmillar Park Conservation Area and surrounding areas. In recent years, there 
appears to have been an increase in HMO planning applications by owners of large properties to 
CEC which, despite repeated numerous objections by residents and Associations, the applications 

for HMO residences are usually 
granted. 

There appears to be a cluster of 
HMO properties on the main 
road from Salisbury Road and 
Minto Street down to Mayfield 
Gardens and Mayfield Road, 
totalling 12 properties. In the last 
5 years, one street in the area has 
seen 3 new HMO properties at 
either end where it joins the main 
roads on Mayfield Road and 
Mayfield Gardens. This does not 
appear to be a fair distribution 
throughout EH9 or Edinburgh. 
When CEC were asked about the 

number and distribution policy of HMO properties, they advised that since 1995 there have been 
only 29 planning applications for HMO properties in EH9 and there was no further information 
relating to unfair distribution clusters as described above or future planning policy to monitor HMO 
clusters across EH9 or Edinburgh as a whole.

Craigmillar Park Association, along with neighbouring Associations and residents, are maintaining a 
watchful eye on the density development of HMO properties within the surrounding areas.

The following has specific implications in terms of increased traffic passing through our Conserva-
tion Area:

GREENBELT LANDS WEST OF ALNWICKHILL ROAD by Morag Meldrum

My husband and I are long term residents of South Edinburgh, but in 2015 we moved to Liberton 
and we love the feeling of being slightly out of the bustle, but close to the city. There are magnificent 
views in all directions and beautiful areas to walk. A green lung for the residents of South Edinburgh, 
the area is well used by walkers, cyclists, runners and families.
In March 2019, we and other local residents received a letter from our vigilant MP Ian Murray, to 
inform us that developers are again consulting on developing on the Green belt sites on the fields 
bordering Alnwickhill Road, Liberton Drive and Stanedyke Head.

Mactaggart and Mickel, Home Builders have made some initial contact with the community 
through Liberton and District Community Council to lay out their plan to seek re-designation of the 
fields west of Alnwickhill Road from greenbelt land to housing.
No planning application has currently been made. At this meeting it was stressed that plans are at 
a very early stage.
Liberton Community Council held a meeting in March 2019 and a packed hall full of determined 
residents made their feelings plain; that this very important greenbelt land should be protected. 
The Liberton Association’s Annual General Meeting in early June was also packed with local people. 
A revitalised Association, with a new committee and with a great deal of collective experience and 
knowledge, is ready to mount a campaign to resist development on this area of natural beauty and 
environmental importance.
This will be the fourth time the area has been under threat since 2003 and so far, these cherished 
green spaces have been preserved. The residents of Liberton are hopeful they can be saved for 
future generations. Further information can be found on the Liberton Association website
www.libertonassociation.co.uk

CRAIGMILLAR PARK BOWLING CLUB

Situated on Gilmour Road, Craigmillar 
Park Bowling Club is a great social 
resource in our residential area. The 
Bowling Club members enjoy regular 
Monday evening games, “hat” games 
on Wednesday and Saturday 
afternoons and coaching sessions 
Saturday mornings. All include tea in 
the clubhouse!
Members also play in competitive 
leagues and friendlies with other 
Edinburgh clubs. The facilities are 

used by the wider community. The U3A have a Friday morning session. A local youth football 
league had a presentation evening with a try bowling session and an Edinburgh IT business had a 
hugely successful bonding day playing bowls. Since 2014 there have been Sunday afternoon socials 
in the clubhouse monthly from October to March for the local residents, and during the winter 
season there is a thriving table tennis and darts group. The Club has a new Social Convenor who 
plans to organise monthly winter events. Suggested ideas are a Burns Supper, Winter Dinner, 
Games evening (darts, table tennis, dominoes, whist drive, bingo), nights out (e.g. to 10 pin bowling, 
a quiz night, a day out to Taylor Bowls in Glasgow).

New members are welcome with an introductory offer of £60 for the first year (full fee £120). Special 
rates for students and juniors. See http://www.cpbc.org.uk for details.

CALLING ALL RESIDENTS THAT LOVE THE FRINGE - Host an Artist

The Edinburgh Festival Fringe Society launched a new partnership with TheatreDigsBooker earlier 
this year to offer affordable accommodation to artists. Edinburgh residents are invited to host a 
Fringe artist and see a whole new side to the Fringe, sharing a unique experience with one of its 
creators. 

The Society partnered with TheatreDigsBooker, an established accommodation platform, to 



All residents in the Craigmillar Park Conservation Area are invited to the Annual General 
Meeting to be held in the Church Hall of Craigmillar Park Church.

AGM business will be followed by an illustrated talk by Mrs Jocelyn Cunliffe representing the 
Architectural Heritage Society of Scotland.

We would like to invite you to come along and share what you would like to see the Associa-
tion do for you in 2020. Tea and coffee will be served after the meeting.

Ronald MacArthur, the Chair of the CPA writes:

The Craigmillar Park Conservation Area Character Appraisal as approved by Edinburgh Council 
in 2003 noted “The predominance of high quality stone - built Victorian architecture of limited 
height which provides homogeneity through building lines, heights, massing and the use of 
traditional  materials and the pleasing rhythms of original features is of great importance.”  
I would suggest that this is still of great importance in an era of utilitarianism!
As a result, all planning applications to Edinburgh Council from within our Conservation Area are 
scrutinised closely by the CPA, working closely with Grange/Prestonfield Community Council 
(GPCC), to try to ensure compliance with the principles set out in the Character Appraisal. If 
appropriate, reasoned objections are raised by the CPA.

A major project within our Conservation Area since the last AGM has been the construction of 
ten town houses by Miller Homes on the former playing field in East Suffolk Road. Most are now 

occupied and landscaping is 
taking place.
The other major project has 
been the obtaining of  condi-
tional planning consent by 
CALA Homes for the redevel-
opment of the former Royal 
Blind School site. Both of 
these projects are referred to 
in greater detail in this News-
letter.

The CPA continues to provide encouragement and financial support for the arduous work under-
taken by enthusiastic volunteers in developing the nature strips in the area west of Craigmillar Park. 
Local residents have also donated considerable sums via the CPA for the purchase of plants, shrubs 
etc. Such funds are ring-fenced and audited, and used solely against receipted expenditure by the 
volunteers in connection with the nature strips.
Further donations would be most welcome! A detailed report is set out in this Newsletter.

The CPA has become a member of the Architectural Heritage Society of Scotland (AHSS).
The Society is very active in protecting our architectural heritage at national level and within the 
Edinburgh Conservation Areas as well as other areas of Scotland. It also scrutinises planning 
applications and objects where appropriate. AHSS has objected to at least three applications in our 
Conservation Area in the last year. It therefore seemed very appropriate for the CPA to join the 
Society.
The Society holds a series of interesting lectures in Edinburgh and arranges day and field trips for 
interested members.
Our guest speaker from AHSS will give an illustrated talk after our AGM formal session on the 
activities of the Society. I am sure many will wish to join the Society as a result.

Finally, I would like to thank our members for their continued support.

NATURE STRIPS REPORT by Wilma Elton

It’s now nearly three years since we commissioned a conservation 
and biodiversity report for the five nature strips bordering Granby, 
Suffolk and Gilmour Roads. There are now 12 volunteers trying to 
carry out the recommendations of this report, one of which was to 
reduce the overgrown laurel bushes which have pushed ever 
upwards and outwards, blocking light and food from native trees 
and rendering the ground dry and lifeless. The laurel has been 
removed from two of the strips and, in two others, it has been 
reduced by 50%; the results have been excellent. We have created 
light and space for any bushes which had survived in difficult condi-
tions and planted many ground-cover bushes and flowers which 
have attracted bees, other insects and birds.

Another recommendation was to reduce or remove excessive amounts of box, a bush normally 
trimmed as hedging but which had been allowed to grow into ugly, straggly specimens with lots of 
dead wood and a few sprigs of green at the top. Where pruning of box has been done the results 

are still unattractive but they should gradually 
improve in appearance.
Throughout this time, we have had good 
support from Mike Shields who heads the 
Council’s Green Spaces Department, south 
side. His men come regularly in the winter 
months to pick up green waste etc. Mike also 
provided sacks of bulbs and gave us a small 
budget to obtain bushes from the Inch 
nursery. Ian Morrison of the Council’s Forest-
ry Department made an inspection of the 
trees in the area and promised at the AGM in 

2017 that his men would start clearing laurel and 
pruning certain trees in Granby Road but since then 
we have heard nothing in spite of emails and calls.

We volunteers understand the concerns that some 
people with views onto the strips have about remov-
ing screening and we’d like to assure you that any 
gaps will be filled as soon as possible. In the Gilmour 
Road south end strip the removal of four huge 
laurels last autumn was a bit of a visual shock. 
However, six young trees were planted immediately 
as well as numerous shrubs and perennial flowers 
and the results have been fantastic. There is now 
light and colour - the new cherry produced winter 
blossom and the cotoneaster tree is covered in 
berries. The existing trees which had bare branches 
because of the laurel are now recovering and 
spreading their boughs towards the new found light. 
The response from many people in the neighbour-
hood who walk by the strips has been very positive 
and is encouraging for the volunteers. 
In the coming months more laurel will be pruned or removed and gradually replaced by more 
environmentally friendly native species. We also wish to install smallish notice boards at each end 
of the five strips, to inform passers by that these are maintained by volunteers who wish to 

enhance the natural environment in the 
area.

I’d like to thank the many neighbours who 
generously donated towards new trees 
and shrubs and also the CPA which has 
also given financial and moral support to 
this enterprise.

Please look at the CPA website for more 
detailed information of what we’ve been 
doing in recent months and contact me if 
you’d like to be a volunteer.
wilmaelton@gmail.com

PLANNING MATTERS

In the period since the last AGM, the CPA, in frequent consultation with the Community Council, 
objected to twelve planning applications from within our Conservation Area in an attempt to 
ensure compliance with the principles set out in the Character Appraisal. Three applications were 
withdrawn, one rejected and the others granted.
In some cases Edinburgh Council would seem to be departing from its own established rules in so 
granting.
Our greatest concern related to the original CALA Homes planning applications and the planning 
application for the conversion of a guest house into a HMO, which resulted in 111 objections, but 
was still granted.

CALA Homes - The Royal Blind School Development

In August 2019 CALA Homes received  planning consent for the demolition of all buildings on the 
former Royal Blind School site other than the original 19th Century building and the gatehouse 
both of which are to be adapted for residential use. The development will now consist of 49 
dwellings including 21 in the original 19th Century building and one in the gatehouse.
The original  plans were for greater development on the Northern Boundary of the site. However 
considerable opposition was expressed by residents of Mentone Gardens who were likely to be 
most affected and by the CPA, GPCC and AHSS.
CALA modified its plans to take into account in some measure the reasoned objections to its 
original planning applications and resubmitted in April 2019 with conditional approval from 
Edinburgh Council issuing in August 2019.
The GPCC are to be congratulated in arranging 
two public meetings attended by CALA repre-
sentatives for comment on the CALA propos-
als. The CPA arranged for distribution of flyers 
in advance of the meetings and paid for 50 per 
cent of the costs incurred by the GPCC.
Windows in the original building were replaced 
by inappropriate UPVC frames before the 
creation of the Conservation Area. It is regret-
table that these windows will be replaced  by 
new UPVC frames of unspecified design.

Miller Homes

Miller’s Planning Application to build ten town houses on the former playing field at East Suffolk 
Road was refused by Edinburgh Council, the CPA and GPCC having objected to the application.
On appeal, the Reporter, appointed by the Scottish Government, overturned the refusal but on 
condition that provision be made on access “to the remaining spaces for use by the public” by 
means of a S75 Agreement with Edinburgh Council.  Accordingly, a Minute of Agreement was so 
signed. The CPA has requested information on how Miller Homes Ltd proposes to comply with 
its legal obligations thereunder but has received no response despite a reminder.

HMO - What is it?

The Scottish Government imposed a statutory requirement on all Councils to provide accommo-
dation for homeless and/or vulnerable people. HMO is an abbreviation for Housing in Multiple 
Occupancy type accommodation. HMO property is rented out by at least 3 people (or more), 
who are not from the same household, but share facilities like the bathroom and kitchen. Flats 
and houses can be altered to provide HMO type accommodation provided they meet the 
requirements and obtain an HMO Licence from the Council.

For example, an owner of a 7-bedroom property could apply to City of Edinburgh Council (CEC) 
Planning Department to change the use of said property to HMO with 12 bedrooms to be rented 
out with shared facilities. The CEC must notify residents surrounding the property and appropri-
ate Associations/Community Councils seeking consent/objections usually within 21 days. After 
processing said HMO application the CEC will either grant or refuse it.

When the HMO planning application is granted the owner/Landlord applies to CEC for an HMO 
Licence (~£3,000). A CEC Inspection team visits the premises and if satisfied will grant an HMO 

encourage Edinburgh residents with a passion for the arts to share their homes with a Fringe 
participant. Unlike other hosting sites, Theatre DigsBooker is exclusively for artists seeking accom-
modation across the UK. The Fringe Society is committed to tackling the rising cost of attendance 
at the Fringe, which has been cited by artists as the single biggest barrier to participating, by 
increasing the availability of affordable accommodation options through partnerships with accom-
modation and transport providers.  

Host Fiona Knowles said: “I love using TheatreDigsBooker and wouldn’t list my room anywhere 
else. As an actress myself, I’ve also used it as a guest and for both purposes it’s safe, reliable and 
convenient. As a host, I’m confident that guests will treat my home with respect and support from 
TheatreDigsBooker is really good.” Given the rising costs of staying in Edinburgh in August, the 
Fringe Society are looking for people who are primarily interested in the experience both they and 
the artists can share, as opposed to the financial return they can gain.  This scheme is aimed at 
those who have a spare room that they can offer to an artist or participant registered with the 
Fringe at minimal cost.  

To host a Fringe participant please register at the webiste or if you don’t have access to the internet 
you can get help from your local library.
https://hello.theatredigsbooker.com/edinburgh-fringe/ 

WAVERLEY LAWN TENNIS SQUASH AND SPORTS CLUB

One of the foremost names in Scottish tennis, 
Waverley Club at 22 Suffolk Road, has nurtured 
racket players from toddlers to Super Seniors since 
its first playing members in 1885! Andy and Jamie 
Murray’s names are engraved on the Waverley 
Easter tournament trophies and there are many past 
and present internationalists amongst the current 
squash and tennis membership. This ever-develop-
ing, volunteer run sports club owes its existence 
largely to the efforts of Doctor Ballantyne a keen 
tennis playing GP who nearly one hundred and fifty 
years ago roused support for a lawn tennis club in 
the residential Suffolk Road area. Walter Scott was writing of the benefits of developing the land to 
the south of Edinburgh castle for residential purposes, so it was perhaps fitting that the Club along 
with many other establishments at that time adopted the romantically stirring name of the young 
hero of Scott’s Waverley novels.

The four original ‘lawn’ tennis courts are now a more practical artificial grass, with floodlights, 
allowing year-round and evening outdoor play, and they have been joined by two traditional 

squash courts, with viewing gallery. The social programme 
once remarkable for its annual dinner dances and evening 
concerts now includes equally popular quiz nights and wine 
tasting in the attractive modern clubhouse. A friendly 
welcome is still very much Waverley’s hallmark with lively 
squash ladders, start-up racketball, mix-in tennis and 
coaching for all ages and abilities through to competitive 
team play - invariably followed by homemade teas, suppers 
and drinks round the bar. And a small gym to ease the 
calorie conscience!

Licence for 1-3 years. Landlords must comply with rules mainly for the protection of the tenants e.g. 
size of rooms, electrical, gas and fire safety measures with annual certificates of compliance, etc. 
Sometimes objections are made to the renewal of HMO Licences based on police incidents, Anti-so-
cial behaviour, complaints about not keeping the property in a good state or repair, etc. When the 
HMO property is Licensed, the Landlord rents out the rooms to each tenant which helps CEC 
provide accommodation.

Every week, Craigmillar Park Association checks all planning applications in our area and numerous 
concerns have been raised by residents regarding the density of HMO accommodation being grant-
ed within the Craigmillar Park Conservation Area and surrounding areas. In recent years, there 
appears to have been an increase in HMO planning applications by owners of large properties to 
CEC which, despite repeated numerous objections by residents and Associations, the applications 

for HMO residences are usually 
granted. 

There appears to be a cluster of 
HMO properties on the main 
road from Salisbury Road and 
Minto Street down to Mayfield 
Gardens and Mayfield Road, 
totalling 12 properties. In the last 
5 years, one street in the area has 
seen 3 new HMO properties at 
either end where it joins the main 
roads on Mayfield Road and 
Mayfield Gardens. This does not 
appear to be a fair distribution 
throughout EH9 or Edinburgh. 
When CEC were asked about the 

number and distribution policy of HMO properties, they advised that since 1995 there have been 
only 29 planning applications for HMO properties in EH9 and there was no further information 
relating to unfair distribution clusters as described above or future planning policy to monitor HMO 
clusters across EH9 or Edinburgh as a whole.

Craigmillar Park Association, along with neighbouring Associations and residents, are maintaining a 
watchful eye on the density development of HMO properties within the surrounding areas.

The following has specific implications in terms of increased traffic passing through our Conserva-
tion Area:

GREENBELT LANDS WEST OF ALNWICKHILL ROAD by Morag Meldrum

My husband and I are long term residents of South Edinburgh, but in 2015 we moved to Liberton 
and we love the feeling of being slightly out of the bustle, but close to the city. There are magnificent 
views in all directions and beautiful areas to walk. A green lung for the residents of South Edinburgh, 
the area is well used by walkers, cyclists, runners and families.
In March 2019, we and other local residents received a letter from our vigilant MP Ian Murray, to 
inform us that developers are again consulting on developing on the Green belt sites on the fields 
bordering Alnwickhill Road, Liberton Drive and Stanedyke Head.

Mactaggart and Mickel, Home Builders have made some initial contact with the community 
through Liberton and District Community Council to lay out their plan to seek re-designation of the 
fields west of Alnwickhill Road from greenbelt land to housing.
No planning application has currently been made. At this meeting it was stressed that plans are at 
a very early stage.
Liberton Community Council held a meeting in March 2019 and a packed hall full of determined 
residents made their feelings plain; that this very important greenbelt land should be protected. 
The Liberton Association’s Annual General Meeting in early June was also packed with local people. 
A revitalised Association, with a new committee and with a great deal of collective experience and 
knowledge, is ready to mount a campaign to resist development on this area of natural beauty and 
environmental importance.
This will be the fourth time the area has been under threat since 2003 and so far, these cherished 
green spaces have been preserved. The residents of Liberton are hopeful they can be saved for 
future generations. Further information can be found on the Liberton Association website
www.libertonassociation.co.uk

CRAIGMILLAR PARK BOWLING CLUB

Situated on Gilmour Road, Craigmillar 
Park Bowling Club is a great social 
resource in our residential area. The 
Bowling Club members enjoy regular 
Monday evening games, “hat” games 
on Wednesday and Saturday 
afternoons and coaching sessions 
Saturday mornings. All include tea in 
the clubhouse!
Members also play in competitive 
leagues and friendlies with other 
Edinburgh clubs. The facilities are 

used by the wider community. The U3A have a Friday morning session. A local youth football 
league had a presentation evening with a try bowling session and an Edinburgh IT business had a 
hugely successful bonding day playing bowls. Since 2014 there have been Sunday afternoon socials 
in the clubhouse monthly from October to March for the local residents, and during the winter 
season there is a thriving table tennis and darts group. The Club has a new Social Convenor who 
plans to organise monthly winter events. Suggested ideas are a Burns Supper, Winter Dinner, 
Games evening (darts, table tennis, dominoes, whist drive, bingo), nights out (e.g. to 10 pin bowling, 
a quiz night, a day out to Taylor Bowls in Glasgow).

New members are welcome with an introductory offer of £60 for the first year (full fee £120). Special 
rates for students and juniors. See http://www.cpbc.org.uk for details.

CALLING ALL RESIDENTS THAT LOVE THE FRINGE - Host an Artist

The Edinburgh Festival Fringe Society launched a new partnership with TheatreDigsBooker earlier 
this year to offer affordable accommodation to artists. Edinburgh residents are invited to host a 
Fringe artist and see a whole new side to the Fringe, sharing a unique experience with one of its 
creators. 

The Society partnered with TheatreDigsBooker, an established accommodation platform, to 



All residents in the Craigmillar Park Conservation Area are invited to the Annual General 
Meeting to be held in the Church Hall of Craigmillar Park Church.

AGM business will be followed by an illustrated talk by Mrs Jocelyn Cunliffe representing the 
Architectural Heritage Society of Scotland.

We would like to invite you to come along and share what you would like to see the Associa-
tion do for you in 2020. Tea and coffee will be served after the meeting.

Ronald MacArthur, the Chair of the CPA writes:

The Craigmillar Park Conservation Area Character Appraisal as approved by Edinburgh Council 
in 2003 noted “The predominance of high quality stone - built Victorian architecture of limited 
height which provides homogeneity through building lines, heights, massing and the use of 
traditional  materials and the pleasing rhythms of original features is of great importance.”  
I would suggest that this is still of great importance in an era of utilitarianism!
As a result, all planning applications to Edinburgh Council from within our Conservation Area are 
scrutinised closely by the CPA, working closely with Grange/Prestonfield Community Council 
(GPCC), to try to ensure compliance with the principles set out in the Character Appraisal. If 
appropriate, reasoned objections are raised by the CPA.

A major project within our Conservation Area since the last AGM has been the construction of 
ten town houses by Miller Homes on the former playing field in East Suffolk Road. Most are now 

occupied and landscaping is 
taking place.
The other major project has 
been the obtaining of  condi-
tional planning consent by 
CALA Homes for the redevel-
opment of the former Royal 
Blind School site. Both of 
these projects are referred to 
in greater detail in this News-
letter.

The CPA continues to provide encouragement and financial support for the arduous work under-
taken by enthusiastic volunteers in developing the nature strips in the area west of Craigmillar Park. 
Local residents have also donated considerable sums via the CPA for the purchase of plants, shrubs 
etc. Such funds are ring-fenced and audited, and used solely against receipted expenditure by the 
volunteers in connection with the nature strips.
Further donations would be most welcome! A detailed report is set out in this Newsletter.

The CPA has become a member of the Architectural Heritage Society of Scotland (AHSS).
The Society is very active in protecting our architectural heritage at national level and within the 
Edinburgh Conservation Areas as well as other areas of Scotland. It also scrutinises planning 
applications and objects where appropriate. AHSS has objected to at least three applications in our 
Conservation Area in the last year. It therefore seemed very appropriate for the CPA to join the 
Society.
The Society holds a series of interesting lectures in Edinburgh and arranges day and field trips for 
interested members.
Our guest speaker from AHSS will give an illustrated talk after our AGM formal session on the 
activities of the Society. I am sure many will wish to join the Society as a result.

Finally, I would like to thank our members for their continued support.

NATURE STRIPS REPORT by Wilma Elton

It’s now nearly three years since we commissioned a conservation 
and biodiversity report for the five nature strips bordering Granby, 
Suffolk and Gilmour Roads. There are now 12 volunteers trying to 
carry out the recommendations of this report, one of which was to 
reduce the overgrown laurel bushes which have pushed ever 
upwards and outwards, blocking light and food from native trees 
and rendering the ground dry and lifeless. The laurel has been 
removed from two of the strips and, in two others, it has been 
reduced by 50%; the results have been excellent. We have created 
light and space for any bushes which had survived in difficult condi-
tions and planted many ground-cover bushes and flowers which 
have attracted bees, other insects and birds.

Another recommendation was to reduce or remove excessive amounts of box, a bush normally 
trimmed as hedging but which had been allowed to grow into ugly, straggly specimens with lots of 
dead wood and a few sprigs of green at the top. Where pruning of box has been done the results 

are still unattractive but they should gradually 
improve in appearance.
Throughout this time, we have had good 
support from Mike Shields who heads the 
Council’s Green Spaces Department, south 
side. His men come regularly in the winter 
months to pick up green waste etc. Mike also 
provided sacks of bulbs and gave us a small 
budget to obtain bushes from the Inch 
nursery. Ian Morrison of the Council’s Forest-
ry Department made an inspection of the 
trees in the area and promised at the AGM in 

2017 that his men would start clearing laurel and 
pruning certain trees in Granby Road but since then 
we have heard nothing in spite of emails and calls.

We volunteers understand the concerns that some 
people with views onto the strips have about remov-
ing screening and we’d like to assure you that any 
gaps will be filled as soon as possible. In the Gilmour 
Road south end strip the removal of four huge 
laurels last autumn was a bit of a visual shock. 
However, six young trees were planted immediately 
as well as numerous shrubs and perennial flowers 
and the results have been fantastic. There is now 
light and colour - the new cherry produced winter 
blossom and the cotoneaster tree is covered in 
berries. The existing trees which had bare branches 
because of the laurel are now recovering and 
spreading their boughs towards the new found light. 
The response from many people in the neighbour-
hood who walk by the strips has been very positive 
and is encouraging for the volunteers. 
In the coming months more laurel will be pruned or removed and gradually replaced by more 
environmentally friendly native species. We also wish to install smallish notice boards at each end 
of the five strips, to inform passers by that these are maintained by volunteers who wish to 

enhance the natural environment in the 
area.

I’d like to thank the many neighbours who 
generously donated towards new trees 
and shrubs and also the CPA which has 
also given financial and moral support to 
this enterprise.

Please look at the CPA website for more 
detailed information of what we’ve been 
doing in recent months and contact me if 
you’d like to be a volunteer.
wilmaelton@gmail.com

PLANNING MATTERS

In the period since the last AGM, the CPA, in frequent consultation with the Community Council, 
objected to twelve planning applications from within our Conservation Area in an attempt to 
ensure compliance with the principles set out in the Character Appraisal. Three applications were 
withdrawn, one rejected and the others granted.
In some cases Edinburgh Council would seem to be departing from its own established rules in so 
granting.
Our greatest concern related to the original CALA Homes planning applications and the planning 
application for the conversion of a guest house into a HMO, which resulted in 111 objections, but 
was still granted.

CALA Homes - The Royal Blind School Development

In August 2019 CALA Homes received  planning consent for the demolition of all buildings on the 
former Royal Blind School site other than the original 19th Century building and the gatehouse 
both of which are to be adapted for residential use. The development will now consist of 49 
dwellings including 21 in the original 19th Century building and one in the gatehouse.
The original  plans were for greater development on the Northern Boundary of the site. However 
considerable opposition was expressed by residents of Mentone Gardens who were likely to be 
most affected and by the CPA, GPCC and AHSS.
CALA modified its plans to take into account in some measure the reasoned objections to its 
original planning applications and resubmitted in April 2019 with conditional approval from 
Edinburgh Council issuing in August 2019.
The GPCC are to be congratulated in arranging 
two public meetings attended by CALA repre-
sentatives for comment on the CALA propos-
als. The CPA arranged for distribution of flyers 
in advance of the meetings and paid for 50 per 
cent of the costs incurred by the GPCC.
Windows in the original building were replaced 
by inappropriate UPVC frames before the 
creation of the Conservation Area. It is regret-
table that these windows will be replaced  by 
new UPVC frames of unspecified design.

Miller Homes

Miller’s Planning Application to build ten town houses on the former playing field at East Suffolk 
Road was refused by Edinburgh Council, the CPA and GPCC having objected to the application.
On appeal, the Reporter, appointed by the Scottish Government, overturned the refusal but on 
condition that provision be made on access “to the remaining spaces for use by the public” by 
means of a S75 Agreement with Edinburgh Council.  Accordingly, a Minute of Agreement was so 
signed. The CPA has requested information on how Miller Homes Ltd proposes to comply with 
its legal obligations thereunder but has received no response despite a reminder.

HMO - What is it?

The Scottish Government imposed a statutory requirement on all Councils to provide accommo-
dation for homeless and/or vulnerable people. HMO is an abbreviation for Housing in Multiple 
Occupancy type accommodation. HMO property is rented out by at least 3 people (or more), 
who are not from the same household, but share facilities like the bathroom and kitchen. Flats 
and houses can be altered to provide HMO type accommodation provided they meet the 
requirements and obtain an HMO Licence from the Council.

For example, an owner of a 7-bedroom property could apply to City of Edinburgh Council (CEC) 
Planning Department to change the use of said property to HMO with 12 bedrooms to be rented 
out with shared facilities. The CEC must notify residents surrounding the property and appropri-
ate Associations/Community Councils seeking consent/objections usually within 21 days. After 
processing said HMO application the CEC will either grant or refuse it.

When the HMO planning application is granted the owner/Landlord applies to CEC for an HMO 
Licence (~£3,000). A CEC Inspection team visits the premises and if satisfied will grant an HMO 

encourage Edinburgh residents with a passion for the arts to share their homes with a Fringe 
participant. Unlike other hosting sites, Theatre DigsBooker is exclusively for artists seeking accom-
modation across the UK. The Fringe Society is committed to tackling the rising cost of attendance 
at the Fringe, which has been cited by artists as the single biggest barrier to participating, by 
increasing the availability of affordable accommodation options through partnerships with accom-
modation and transport providers.  

Host Fiona Knowles said: “I love using TheatreDigsBooker and wouldn’t list my room anywhere 
else. As an actress myself, I’ve also used it as a guest and for both purposes it’s safe, reliable and 
convenient. As a host, I’m confident that guests will treat my home with respect and support from 
TheatreDigsBooker is really good.” Given the rising costs of staying in Edinburgh in August, the 
Fringe Society are looking for people who are primarily interested in the experience both they and 
the artists can share, as opposed to the financial return they can gain.  This scheme is aimed at 
those who have a spare room that they can offer to an artist or participant registered with the 
Fringe at minimal cost.  

To host a Fringe participant please register at the webiste or if you don’t have access to the internet 
you can get help from your local library.
https://hello.theatredigsbooker.com/edinburgh-fringe/ 

WAVERLEY LAWN TENNIS SQUASH AND SPORTS CLUB

One of the foremost names in Scottish tennis, 
Waverley Club at 22 Suffolk Road, has nurtured 
racket players from toddlers to Super Seniors since 
its first playing members in 1885! Andy and Jamie 
Murray’s names are engraved on the Waverley 
Easter tournament trophies and there are many past 
and present internationalists amongst the current 
squash and tennis membership. This ever-develop-
ing, volunteer run sports club owes its existence 
largely to the efforts of Doctor Ballantyne a keen 
tennis playing GP who nearly one hundred and fifty 
years ago roused support for a lawn tennis club in 
the residential Suffolk Road area. Walter Scott was writing of the benefits of developing the land to 
the south of Edinburgh castle for residential purposes, so it was perhaps fitting that the Club along 
with many other establishments at that time adopted the romantically stirring name of the young 
hero of Scott’s Waverley novels.

The four original ‘lawn’ tennis courts are now a more practical artificial grass, with floodlights, 
allowing year-round and evening outdoor play, and they have been joined by two traditional 

squash courts, with viewing gallery. The social programme 
once remarkable for its annual dinner dances and evening 
concerts now includes equally popular quiz nights and wine 
tasting in the attractive modern clubhouse. A friendly 
welcome is still very much Waverley’s hallmark with lively 
squash ladders, start-up racketball, mix-in tennis and 
coaching for all ages and abilities through to competitive 
team play - invariably followed by homemade teas, suppers 
and drinks round the bar. And a small gym to ease the 
calorie conscience!

Licence for 1-3 years. Landlords must comply with rules mainly for the protection of the tenants e.g. 
size of rooms, electrical, gas and fire safety measures with annual certificates of compliance, etc. 
Sometimes objections are made to the renewal of HMO Licences based on police incidents, Anti-so-
cial behaviour, complaints about not keeping the property in a good state or repair, etc. When the 
HMO property is Licensed, the Landlord rents out the rooms to each tenant which helps CEC 
provide accommodation.

Every week, Craigmillar Park Association checks all planning applications in our area and numerous 
concerns have been raised by residents regarding the density of HMO accommodation being grant-
ed within the Craigmillar Park Conservation Area and surrounding areas. In recent years, there 
appears to have been an increase in HMO planning applications by owners of large properties to 
CEC which, despite repeated numerous objections by residents and Associations, the applications 

for HMO residences are usually 
granted. 

There appears to be a cluster of 
HMO properties on the main 
road from Salisbury Road and 
Minto Street down to Mayfield 
Gardens and Mayfield Road, 
totalling 12 properties. In the last 
5 years, one street in the area has 
seen 3 new HMO properties at 
either end where it joins the main 
roads on Mayfield Road and 
Mayfield Gardens. This does not 
appear to be a fair distribution 
throughout EH9 or Edinburgh. 
When CEC were asked about the 

number and distribution policy of HMO properties, they advised that since 1995 there have been 
only 29 planning applications for HMO properties in EH9 and there was no further information 
relating to unfair distribution clusters as described above or future planning policy to monitor HMO 
clusters across EH9 or Edinburgh as a whole.

Craigmillar Park Association, along with neighbouring Associations and residents, are maintaining a 
watchful eye on the density development of HMO properties within the surrounding areas.

The following has specific implications in terms of increased traffic passing through our Conserva-
tion Area:

GREENBELT LANDS WEST OF ALNWICKHILL ROAD by Morag Meldrum

My husband and I are long term residents of South Edinburgh, but in 2015 we moved to Liberton 
and we love the feeling of being slightly out of the bustle, but close to the city. There are magnificent 
views in all directions and beautiful areas to walk. A green lung for the residents of South Edinburgh, 
the area is well used by walkers, cyclists, runners and families.
In March 2019, we and other local residents received a letter from our vigilant MP Ian Murray, to 
inform us that developers are again consulting on developing on the Green belt sites on the fields 
bordering Alnwickhill Road, Liberton Drive and Stanedyke Head.

Mactaggart and Mickel, Home Builders have made some initial contact with the community 
through Liberton and District Community Council to lay out their plan to seek re-designation of the 
fields west of Alnwickhill Road from greenbelt land to housing.
No planning application has currently been made. At this meeting it was stressed that plans are at 
a very early stage.
Liberton Community Council held a meeting in March 2019 and a packed hall full of determined 
residents made their feelings plain; that this very important greenbelt land should be protected. 
The Liberton Association’s Annual General Meeting in early June was also packed with local people. 
A revitalised Association, with a new committee and with a great deal of collective experience and 
knowledge, is ready to mount a campaign to resist development on this area of natural beauty and 
environmental importance.
This will be the fourth time the area has been under threat since 2003 and so far, these cherished 
green spaces have been preserved. The residents of Liberton are hopeful they can be saved for 
future generations. Further information can be found on the Liberton Association website
www.libertonassociation.co.uk

CRAIGMILLAR PARK BOWLING CLUB

Situated on Gilmour Road, Craigmillar 
Park Bowling Club is a great social 
resource in our residential area. The 
Bowling Club members enjoy regular 
Monday evening games, “hat” games 
on Wednesday and Saturday 
afternoons and coaching sessions 
Saturday mornings. All include tea in 
the clubhouse!
Members also play in competitive 
leagues and friendlies with other 
Edinburgh clubs. The facilities are 

used by the wider community. The U3A have a Friday morning session. A local youth football 
league had a presentation evening with a try bowling session and an Edinburgh IT business had a 
hugely successful bonding day playing bowls. Since 2014 there have been Sunday afternoon socials 
in the clubhouse monthly from October to March for the local residents, and during the winter 
season there is a thriving table tennis and darts group. The Club has a new Social Convenor who 
plans to organise monthly winter events. Suggested ideas are a Burns Supper, Winter Dinner, 
Games evening (darts, table tennis, dominoes, whist drive, bingo), nights out (e.g. to 10 pin bowling, 
a quiz night, a day out to Taylor Bowls in Glasgow).

New members are welcome with an introductory offer of £60 for the first year (full fee £120). Special 
rates for students and juniors. See http://www.cpbc.org.uk for details.

CALLING ALL RESIDENTS THAT LOVE THE FRINGE - Host an Artist

The Edinburgh Festival Fringe Society launched a new partnership with TheatreDigsBooker earlier 
this year to offer affordable accommodation to artists. Edinburgh residents are invited to host a 
Fringe artist and see a whole new side to the Fringe, sharing a unique experience with one of its 
creators. 

The Society partnered with TheatreDigsBooker, an established accommodation platform, to 



All residents in the Craigmillar Park Conservation Area are invited to the Annual General 
Meeting to be held in the Church Hall of Craigmillar Park Church.

AGM business will be followed by an illustrated talk by Mrs Jocelyn Cunliffe representing the 
Architectural Heritage Society of Scotland.

We would like to invite you to come along and share what you would like to see the Associa-
tion do for you in 2020. Tea and coffee will be served after the meeting.

Ronald MacArthur, the Chair of the CPA writes:

The Craigmillar Park Conservation Area Character Appraisal as approved by Edinburgh Council 
in 2003 noted “The predominance of high quality stone - built Victorian architecture of limited 
height which provides homogeneity through building lines, heights, massing and the use of 
traditional  materials and the pleasing rhythms of original features is of great importance.”  
I would suggest that this is still of great importance in an era of utilitarianism!
As a result, all planning applications to Edinburgh Council from within our Conservation Area are 
scrutinised closely by the CPA, working closely with Grange/Prestonfield Community Council 
(GPCC), to try to ensure compliance with the principles set out in the Character Appraisal. If 
appropriate, reasoned objections are raised by the CPA.

A major project within our Conservation Area since the last AGM has been the construction of 
ten town houses by Miller Homes on the former playing field in East Suffolk Road. Most are now 

occupied and landscaping is 
taking place.
The other major project has 
been the obtaining of  condi-
tional planning consent by 
CALA Homes for the redevel-
opment of the former Royal 
Blind School site. Both of 
these projects are referred to 
in greater detail in this News-
letter.

The CPA continues to provide encouragement and financial support for the arduous work under-
taken by enthusiastic volunteers in developing the nature strips in the area west of Craigmillar Park. 
Local residents have also donated considerable sums via the CPA for the purchase of plants, shrubs 
etc. Such funds are ring-fenced and audited, and used solely against receipted expenditure by the 
volunteers in connection with the nature strips.
Further donations would be most welcome! A detailed report is set out in this Newsletter.

The CPA has become a member of the Architectural Heritage Society of Scotland (AHSS).
The Society is very active in protecting our architectural heritage at national level and within the 
Edinburgh Conservation Areas as well as other areas of Scotland. It also scrutinises planning 
applications and objects where appropriate. AHSS has objected to at least three applications in our 
Conservation Area in the last year. It therefore seemed very appropriate for the CPA to join the 
Society.
The Society holds a series of interesting lectures in Edinburgh and arranges day and field trips for 
interested members.
Our guest speaker from AHSS will give an illustrated talk after our AGM formal session on the 
activities of the Society. I am sure many will wish to join the Society as a result.

Finally, I would like to thank our members for their continued support.

NATURE STRIPS REPORT by Wilma Elton

It’s now nearly three years since we commissioned a conservation 
and biodiversity report for the five nature strips bordering Granby, 
Suffolk and Gilmour Roads. There are now 12 volunteers trying to 
carry out the recommendations of this report, one of which was to 
reduce the overgrown laurel bushes which have pushed ever 
upwards and outwards, blocking light and food from native trees 
and rendering the ground dry and lifeless. The laurel has been 
removed from two of the strips and, in two others, it has been 
reduced by 50%; the results have been excellent. We have created 
light and space for any bushes which had survived in difficult condi-
tions and planted many ground-cover bushes and flowers which 
have attracted bees, other insects and birds.

Another recommendation was to reduce or remove excessive amounts of box, a bush normally 
trimmed as hedging but which had been allowed to grow into ugly, straggly specimens with lots of 
dead wood and a few sprigs of green at the top. Where pruning of box has been done the results 

are still unattractive but they should gradually 
improve in appearance.
Throughout this time, we have had good 
support from Mike Shields who heads the 
Council’s Green Spaces Department, south 
side. His men come regularly in the winter 
months to pick up green waste etc. Mike also 
provided sacks of bulbs and gave us a small 
budget to obtain bushes from the Inch 
nursery. Ian Morrison of the Council’s Forest-
ry Department made an inspection of the 
trees in the area and promised at the AGM in 

2017 that his men would start clearing laurel and 
pruning certain trees in Granby Road but since then 
we have heard nothing in spite of emails and calls.

We volunteers understand the concerns that some 
people with views onto the strips have about remov-
ing screening and we’d like to assure you that any 
gaps will be filled as soon as possible. In the Gilmour 
Road south end strip the removal of four huge 
laurels last autumn was a bit of a visual shock. 
However, six young trees were planted immediately 
as well as numerous shrubs and perennial flowers 
and the results have been fantastic. There is now 
light and colour - the new cherry produced winter 
blossom and the cotoneaster tree is covered in 
berries. The existing trees which had bare branches 
because of the laurel are now recovering and 
spreading their boughs towards the new found light. 
The response from many people in the neighbour-
hood who walk by the strips has been very positive 
and is encouraging for the volunteers. 
In the coming months more laurel will be pruned or removed and gradually replaced by more 
environmentally friendly native species. We also wish to install smallish notice boards at each end 
of the five strips, to inform passers by that these are maintained by volunteers who wish to 

enhance the natural environment in the 
area.

I’d like to thank the many neighbours who 
generously donated towards new trees 
and shrubs and also the CPA which has 
also given financial and moral support to 
this enterprise.

Please look at the CPA website for more 
detailed information of what we’ve been 
doing in recent months and contact me if 
you’d like to be a volunteer.
wilmaelton@gmail.com

PLANNING MATTERS

In the period since the last AGM, the CPA, in frequent consultation with the Community Council, 
objected to twelve planning applications from within our Conservation Area in an attempt to 
ensure compliance with the principles set out in the Character Appraisal. Three applications were 
withdrawn, one rejected and the others granted.
In some cases Edinburgh Council would seem to be departing from its own established rules in so 
granting.
Our greatest concern related to the original CALA Homes planning applications and the planning 
application for the conversion of a guest house into a HMO, which resulted in 111 objections, but 
was still granted.

CALA Homes - The Royal Blind School Development

In August 2019 CALA Homes received  planning consent for the demolition of all buildings on the 
former Royal Blind School site other than the original 19th Century building and the gatehouse 
both of which are to be adapted for residential use. The development will now consist of 49 
dwellings including 21 in the original 19th Century building and one in the gatehouse.
The original  plans were for greater development on the Northern Boundary of the site. However 
considerable opposition was expressed by residents of Mentone Gardens who were likely to be 
most affected and by the CPA, GPCC and AHSS.
CALA modified its plans to take into account in some measure the reasoned objections to its 
original planning applications and resubmitted in April 2019 with conditional approval from 
Edinburgh Council issuing in August 2019.
The GPCC are to be congratulated in arranging 
two public meetings attended by CALA repre-
sentatives for comment on the CALA propos-
als. The CPA arranged for distribution of flyers 
in advance of the meetings and paid for 50 per 
cent of the costs incurred by the GPCC.
Windows in the original building were replaced 
by inappropriate UPVC frames before the 
creation of the Conservation Area. It is regret-
table that these windows will be replaced  by 
new UPVC frames of unspecified design.

Miller Homes

Miller’s Planning Application to build ten town houses on the former playing field at East Suffolk 
Road was refused by Edinburgh Council, the CPA and GPCC having objected to the application.
On appeal, the Reporter, appointed by the Scottish Government, overturned the refusal but on 
condition that provision be made on access “to the remaining spaces for use by the public” by 
means of a S75 Agreement with Edinburgh Council.  Accordingly, a Minute of Agreement was so 
signed. The CPA has requested information on how Miller Homes Ltd proposes to comply with 
its legal obligations thereunder but has received no response despite a reminder.

HMO - What is it?

The Scottish Government imposed a statutory requirement on all Councils to provide accommo-
dation for homeless and/or vulnerable people. HMO is an abbreviation for Housing in Multiple 
Occupancy type accommodation. HMO property is rented out by at least 3 people (or more), 
who are not from the same household, but share facilities like the bathroom and kitchen. Flats 
and houses can be altered to provide HMO type accommodation provided they meet the 
requirements and obtain an HMO Licence from the Council.

For example, an owner of a 7-bedroom property could apply to City of Edinburgh Council (CEC) 
Planning Department to change the use of said property to HMO with 12 bedrooms to be rented 
out with shared facilities. The CEC must notify residents surrounding the property and appropri-
ate Associations/Community Councils seeking consent/objections usually within 21 days. After 
processing said HMO application the CEC will either grant or refuse it.

When the HMO planning application is granted the owner/Landlord applies to CEC for an HMO 
Licence (~£3,000). A CEC Inspection team visits the premises and if satisfied will grant an HMO 

encourage Edinburgh residents with a passion for the arts to share their homes with a Fringe 
participant. Unlike other hosting sites, Theatre DigsBooker is exclusively for artists seeking accom-
modation across the UK. The Fringe Society is committed to tackling the rising cost of attendance 
at the Fringe, which has been cited by artists as the single biggest barrier to participating, by 
increasing the availability of affordable accommodation options through partnerships with accom-
modation and transport providers.  

Host Fiona Knowles said: “I love using TheatreDigsBooker and wouldn’t list my room anywhere 
else. As an actress myself, I’ve also used it as a guest and for both purposes it’s safe, reliable and 
convenient. As a host, I’m confident that guests will treat my home with respect and support from 
TheatreDigsBooker is really good.” Given the rising costs of staying in Edinburgh in August, the 
Fringe Society are looking for people who are primarily interested in the experience both they and 
the artists can share, as opposed to the financial return they can gain.  This scheme is aimed at 
those who have a spare room that they can offer to an artist or participant registered with the 
Fringe at minimal cost.  

To host a Fringe participant please register at the webiste or if you don’t have access to the internet 
you can get help from your local library.
https://hello.theatredigsbooker.com/edinburgh-fringe/ 

WAVERLEY LAWN TENNIS SQUASH AND SPORTS CLUB

One of the foremost names in Scottish tennis, 
Waverley Club at 22 Suffolk Road, has nurtured 
racket players from toddlers to Super Seniors since 
its first playing members in 1885! Andy and Jamie 
Murray’s names are engraved on the Waverley 
Easter tournament trophies and there are many past 
and present internationalists amongst the current 
squash and tennis membership. This ever-develop-
ing, volunteer run sports club owes its existence 
largely to the efforts of Doctor Ballantyne a keen 
tennis playing GP who nearly one hundred and fifty 
years ago roused support for a lawn tennis club in 
the residential Suffolk Road area. Walter Scott was writing of the benefits of developing the land to 
the south of Edinburgh castle for residential purposes, so it was perhaps fitting that the Club along 
with many other establishments at that time adopted the romantically stirring name of the young 
hero of Scott’s Waverley novels.

The four original ‘lawn’ tennis courts are now a more practical artificial grass, with floodlights, 
allowing year-round and evening outdoor play, and they have been joined by two traditional 

squash courts, with viewing gallery. The social programme 
once remarkable for its annual dinner dances and evening 
concerts now includes equally popular quiz nights and wine 
tasting in the attractive modern clubhouse. A friendly 
welcome is still very much Waverley’s hallmark with lively 
squash ladders, start-up racketball, mix-in tennis and 
coaching for all ages and abilities through to competitive 
team play - invariably followed by homemade teas, suppers 
and drinks round the bar. And a small gym to ease the 
calorie conscience!

Licence for 1-3 years. Landlords must comply with rules mainly for the protection of the tenants e.g. 
size of rooms, electrical, gas and fire safety measures with annual certificates of compliance, etc. 
Sometimes objections are made to the renewal of HMO Licences based on police incidents, Anti-so-
cial behaviour, complaints about not keeping the property in a good state or repair, etc. When the 
HMO property is Licensed, the Landlord rents out the rooms to each tenant which helps CEC 
provide accommodation.

Every week, Craigmillar Park Association checks all planning applications in our area and numerous 
concerns have been raised by residents regarding the density of HMO accommodation being grant-
ed within the Craigmillar Park Conservation Area and surrounding areas. In recent years, there 
appears to have been an increase in HMO planning applications by owners of large properties to 
CEC which, despite repeated numerous objections by residents and Associations, the applications 

for HMO residences are usually 
granted. 

There appears to be a cluster of 
HMO properties on the main 
road from Salisbury Road and 
Minto Street down to Mayfield 
Gardens and Mayfield Road, 
totalling 12 properties. In the last 
5 years, one street in the area has 
seen 3 new HMO properties at 
either end where it joins the main 
roads on Mayfield Road and 
Mayfield Gardens. This does not 
appear to be a fair distribution 
throughout EH9 or Edinburgh. 
When CEC were asked about the 

number and distribution policy of HMO properties, they advised that since 1995 there have been 
only 29 planning applications for HMO properties in EH9 and there was no further information 
relating to unfair distribution clusters as described above or future planning policy to monitor HMO 
clusters across EH9 or Edinburgh as a whole.

Craigmillar Park Association, along with neighbouring Associations and residents, are maintaining a 
watchful eye on the density development of HMO properties within the surrounding areas.

The following has specific implications in terms of increased traffic passing through our Conserva-
tion Area:

GREENBELT LANDS WEST OF ALNWICKHILL ROAD by Morag Meldrum

My husband and I are long term residents of South Edinburgh, but in 2015 we moved to Liberton 
and we love the feeling of being slightly out of the bustle, but close to the city. There are magnificent 
views in all directions and beautiful areas to walk. A green lung for the residents of South Edinburgh, 
the area is well used by walkers, cyclists, runners and families.
In March 2019, we and other local residents received a letter from our vigilant MP Ian Murray, to 
inform us that developers are again consulting on developing on the Green belt sites on the fields 
bordering Alnwickhill Road, Liberton Drive and Stanedyke Head.

Mactaggart and Mickel, Home Builders have made some initial contact with the community 
through Liberton and District Community Council to lay out their plan to seek re-designation of the 
fields west of Alnwickhill Road from greenbelt land to housing.
No planning application has currently been made. At this meeting it was stressed that plans are at 
a very early stage.
Liberton Community Council held a meeting in March 2019 and a packed hall full of determined 
residents made their feelings plain; that this very important greenbelt land should be protected. 
The Liberton Association’s Annual General Meeting in early June was also packed with local people. 
A revitalised Association, with a new committee and with a great deal of collective experience and 
knowledge, is ready to mount a campaign to resist development on this area of natural beauty and 
environmental importance.
This will be the fourth time the area has been under threat since 2003 and so far, these cherished 
green spaces have been preserved. The residents of Liberton are hopeful they can be saved for 
future generations. Further information can be found on the Liberton Association website
www.libertonassociation.co.uk

CRAIGMILLAR PARK BOWLING CLUB

Situated on Gilmour Road, Craigmillar 
Park Bowling Club is a great social 
resource in our residential area. The 
Bowling Club members enjoy regular 
Monday evening games, “hat” games 
on Wednesday and Saturday 
afternoons and coaching sessions 
Saturday mornings. All include tea in 
the clubhouse!
Members also play in competitive 
leagues and friendlies with other 
Edinburgh clubs. The facilities are 

used by the wider community. The U3A have a Friday morning session. A local youth football 
league had a presentation evening with a try bowling session and an Edinburgh IT business had a 
hugely successful bonding day playing bowls. Since 2014 there have been Sunday afternoon socials 
in the clubhouse monthly from October to March for the local residents, and during the winter 
season there is a thriving table tennis and darts group. The Club has a new Social Convenor who 
plans to organise monthly winter events. Suggested ideas are a Burns Supper, Winter Dinner, 
Games evening (darts, table tennis, dominoes, whist drive, bingo), nights out (e.g. to 10 pin bowling, 
a quiz night, a day out to Taylor Bowls in Glasgow).

New members are welcome with an introductory offer of £60 for the first year (full fee £120). Special 
rates for students and juniors. See http://www.cpbc.org.uk for details.

CALLING ALL RESIDENTS THAT LOVE THE FRINGE - Host an Artist

The Edinburgh Festival Fringe Society launched a new partnership with TheatreDigsBooker earlier 
this year to offer affordable accommodation to artists. Edinburgh residents are invited to host a 
Fringe artist and see a whole new side to the Fringe, sharing a unique experience with one of its 
creators. 

The Society partnered with TheatreDigsBooker, an established accommodation platform, to 



All residents in the Craigmillar Park Conservation Area are invited to the Annual General 
Meeting to be held in the Church Hall of Craigmillar Park Church.

AGM business will be followed by an illustrated talk by Mrs Jocelyn Cunliffe representing the 
Architectural Heritage Society of Scotland.

We would like to invite you to come along and share what you would like to see the Associa-
tion do for you in 2020. Tea and coffee will be served after the meeting.

Ronald MacArthur, the Chair of the CPA writes:

The Craigmillar Park Conservation Area Character Appraisal as approved by Edinburgh Council 
in 2003 noted “The predominance of high quality stone - built Victorian architecture of limited 
height which provides homogeneity through building lines, heights, massing and the use of 
traditional  materials and the pleasing rhythms of original features is of great importance.”  
I would suggest that this is still of great importance in an era of utilitarianism!
As a result, all planning applications to Edinburgh Council from within our Conservation Area are 
scrutinised closely by the CPA, working closely with Grange/Prestonfield Community Council 
(GPCC), to try to ensure compliance with the principles set out in the Character Appraisal. If 
appropriate, reasoned objections are raised by the CPA.

A major project within our Conservation Area since the last AGM has been the construction of 
ten town houses by Miller Homes on the former playing field in East Suffolk Road. Most are now 

occupied and landscaping is 
taking place.
The other major project has 
been the obtaining of  condi-
tional planning consent by 
CALA Homes for the redevel-
opment of the former Royal 
Blind School site. Both of 
these projects are referred to 
in greater detail in this News-
letter.

The CPA continues to provide encouragement and financial support for the arduous work under-
taken by enthusiastic volunteers in developing the nature strips in the area west of Craigmillar Park. 
Local residents have also donated considerable sums via the CPA for the purchase of plants, shrubs 
etc. Such funds are ring-fenced and audited, and used solely against receipted expenditure by the 
volunteers in connection with the nature strips.
Further donations would be most welcome! A detailed report is set out in this Newsletter.

The CPA has become a member of the Architectural Heritage Society of Scotland (AHSS).
The Society is very active in protecting our architectural heritage at national level and within the 
Edinburgh Conservation Areas as well as other areas of Scotland. It also scrutinises planning 
applications and objects where appropriate. AHSS has objected to at least three applications in our 
Conservation Area in the last year. It therefore seemed very appropriate for the CPA to join the 
Society.
The Society holds a series of interesting lectures in Edinburgh and arranges day and field trips for 
interested members.
Our guest speaker from AHSS will give an illustrated talk after our AGM formal session on the 
activities of the Society. I am sure many will wish to join the Society as a result.

Finally, I would like to thank our members for their continued support.

NATURE STRIPS REPORT by Wilma Elton

It’s now nearly three years since we commissioned a conservation 
and biodiversity report for the five nature strips bordering Granby, 
Suffolk and Gilmour Roads. There are now 12 volunteers trying to 
carry out the recommendations of this report, one of which was to 
reduce the overgrown laurel bushes which have pushed ever 
upwards and outwards, blocking light and food from native trees 
and rendering the ground dry and lifeless. The laurel has been 
removed from two of the strips and, in two others, it has been 
reduced by 50%; the results have been excellent. We have created 
light and space for any bushes which had survived in difficult condi-
tions and planted many ground-cover bushes and flowers which 
have attracted bees, other insects and birds.

Another recommendation was to reduce or remove excessive amounts of box, a bush normally 
trimmed as hedging but which had been allowed to grow into ugly, straggly specimens with lots of 
dead wood and a few sprigs of green at the top. Where pruning of box has been done the results 

are still unattractive but they should gradually 
improve in appearance.
Throughout this time, we have had good 
support from Mike Shields who heads the 
Council’s Green Spaces Department, south 
side. His men come regularly in the winter 
months to pick up green waste etc. Mike also 
provided sacks of bulbs and gave us a small 
budget to obtain bushes from the Inch 
nursery. Ian Morrison of the Council’s Forest-
ry Department made an inspection of the 
trees in the area and promised at the AGM in 

2017 that his men would start clearing laurel and 
pruning certain trees in Granby Road but since then 
we have heard nothing in spite of emails and calls.

We volunteers understand the concerns that some 
people with views onto the strips have about remov-
ing screening and we’d like to assure you that any 
gaps will be filled as soon as possible. In the Gilmour 
Road south end strip the removal of four huge 
laurels last autumn was a bit of a visual shock. 
However, six young trees were planted immediately 
as well as numerous shrubs and perennial flowers 
and the results have been fantastic. There is now 
light and colour - the new cherry produced winter 
blossom and the cotoneaster tree is covered in 
berries. The existing trees which had bare branches 
because of the laurel are now recovering and 
spreading their boughs towards the new found light. 
The response from many people in the neighbour-
hood who walk by the strips has been very positive 
and is encouraging for the volunteers. 
In the coming months more laurel will be pruned or removed and gradually replaced by more 
environmentally friendly native species. We also wish to install smallish notice boards at each end 
of the five strips, to inform passers by that these are maintained by volunteers who wish to 

enhance the natural environment in the 
area.

I’d like to thank the many neighbours who 
generously donated towards new trees 
and shrubs and also the CPA which has 
also given financial and moral support to 
this enterprise.

Please look at the CPA website for more 
detailed information of what we’ve been 
doing in recent months and contact me if 
you’d like to be a volunteer.
wilmaelton@gmail.com

PLANNING MATTERS

In the period since the last AGM, the CPA, in frequent consultation with the Community Council, 
objected to twelve planning applications from within our Conservation Area in an attempt to 
ensure compliance with the principles set out in the Character Appraisal. Three applications were 
withdrawn, one rejected and the others granted.
In some cases Edinburgh Council would seem to be departing from its own established rules in so 
granting.
Our greatest concern related to the original CALA Homes planning applications and the planning 
application for the conversion of a guest house into a HMO, which resulted in 111 objections, but 
was still granted.

CALA Homes - The Royal Blind School Development

In August 2019 CALA Homes received  planning consent for the demolition of all buildings on the 
former Royal Blind School site other than the original 19th Century building and the gatehouse 
both of which are to be adapted for residential use. The development will now consist of 49 
dwellings including 21 in the original 19th Century building and one in the gatehouse.
The original  plans were for greater development on the Northern Boundary of the site. However 
considerable opposition was expressed by residents of Mentone Gardens who were likely to be 
most affected and by the CPA, GPCC and AHSS.
CALA modified its plans to take into account in some measure the reasoned objections to its 
original planning applications and resubmitted in April 2019 with conditional approval from 
Edinburgh Council issuing in August 2019.
The GPCC are to be congratulated in arranging 
two public meetings attended by CALA repre-
sentatives for comment on the CALA propos-
als. The CPA arranged for distribution of flyers 
in advance of the meetings and paid for 50 per 
cent of the costs incurred by the GPCC.
Windows in the original building were replaced 
by inappropriate UPVC frames before the 
creation of the Conservation Area. It is regret-
table that these windows will be replaced  by 
new UPVC frames of unspecified design.

Miller Homes

Miller’s Planning Application to build ten town houses on the former playing field at East Suffolk 
Road was refused by Edinburgh Council, the CPA and GPCC having objected to the application.
On appeal, the Reporter, appointed by the Scottish Government, overturned the refusal but on 
condition that provision be made on access “to the remaining spaces for use by the public” by 
means of a S75 Agreement with Edinburgh Council.  Accordingly, a Minute of Agreement was so 
signed. The CPA has requested information on how Miller Homes Ltd proposes to comply with 
its legal obligations thereunder but has received no response despite a reminder.

HMO - What is it?

The Scottish Government imposed a statutory requirement on all Councils to provide accommo-
dation for homeless and/or vulnerable people. HMO is an abbreviation for Housing in Multiple 
Occupancy type accommodation. HMO property is rented out by at least 3 people (or more), 
who are not from the same household, but share facilities like the bathroom and kitchen. Flats 
and houses can be altered to provide HMO type accommodation provided they meet the 
requirements and obtain an HMO Licence from the Council.

For example, an owner of a 7-bedroom property could apply to City of Edinburgh Council (CEC) 
Planning Department to change the use of said property to HMO with 12 bedrooms to be rented 
out with shared facilities. The CEC must notify residents surrounding the property and appropri-
ate Associations/Community Councils seeking consent/objections usually within 21 days. After 
processing said HMO application the CEC will either grant or refuse it.

When the HMO planning application is granted the owner/Landlord applies to CEC for an HMO 
Licence (~£3,000). A CEC Inspection team visits the premises and if satisfied will grant an HMO 

encourage Edinburgh residents with a passion for the arts to share their homes with a Fringe 
participant. Unlike other hosting sites, Theatre DigsBooker is exclusively for artists seeking accom-
modation across the UK. The Fringe Society is committed to tackling the rising cost of attendance 
at the Fringe, which has been cited by artists as the single biggest barrier to participating, by 
increasing the availability of affordable accommodation options through partnerships with accom-
modation and transport providers.  

Host Fiona Knowles said: “I love using TheatreDigsBooker and wouldn’t list my room anywhere 
else. As an actress myself, I’ve also used it as a guest and for both purposes it’s safe, reliable and 
convenient. As a host, I’m confident that guests will treat my home with respect and support from 
TheatreDigsBooker is really good.” Given the rising costs of staying in Edinburgh in August, the 
Fringe Society are looking for people who are primarily interested in the experience both they and 
the artists can share, as opposed to the financial return they can gain.  This scheme is aimed at 
those who have a spare room that they can offer to an artist or participant registered with the 
Fringe at minimal cost.  

To host a Fringe participant please register at the webiste or if you don’t have access to the internet 
you can get help from your local library.
https://hello.theatredigsbooker.com/edinburgh-fringe/ 

WAVERLEY LAWN TENNIS SQUASH AND SPORTS CLUB

One of the foremost names in Scottish tennis, 
Waverley Club at 22 Suffolk Road, has nurtured 
racket players from toddlers to Super Seniors since 
its first playing members in 1885! Andy and Jamie 
Murray’s names are engraved on the Waverley 
Easter tournament trophies and there are many past 
and present internationalists amongst the current 
squash and tennis membership. This ever-develop-
ing, volunteer run sports club owes its existence 
largely to the efforts of Doctor Ballantyne a keen 
tennis playing GP who nearly one hundred and fifty 
years ago roused support for a lawn tennis club in 
the residential Suffolk Road area. Walter Scott was writing of the benefits of developing the land to 
the south of Edinburgh castle for residential purposes, so it was perhaps fitting that the Club along 
with many other establishments at that time adopted the romantically stirring name of the young 
hero of Scott’s Waverley novels.

The four original ‘lawn’ tennis courts are now a more practical artificial grass, with floodlights, 
allowing year-round and evening outdoor play, and they have been joined by two traditional 

squash courts, with viewing gallery. The social programme 
once remarkable for its annual dinner dances and evening 
concerts now includes equally popular quiz nights and wine 
tasting in the attractive modern clubhouse. A friendly 
welcome is still very much Waverley’s hallmark with lively 
squash ladders, start-up racketball, mix-in tennis and 
coaching for all ages and abilities through to competitive 
team play - invariably followed by homemade teas, suppers 
and drinks round the bar. And a small gym to ease the 
calorie conscience!

Licence for 1-3 years. Landlords must comply with rules mainly for the protection of the tenants e.g. 
size of rooms, electrical, gas and fire safety measures with annual certificates of compliance, etc. 
Sometimes objections are made to the renewal of HMO Licences based on police incidents, Anti-so-
cial behaviour, complaints about not keeping the property in a good state or repair, etc. When the 
HMO property is Licensed, the Landlord rents out the rooms to each tenant which helps CEC 
provide accommodation.

Every week, Craigmillar Park Association checks all planning applications in our area and numerous 
concerns have been raised by residents regarding the density of HMO accommodation being grant-
ed within the Craigmillar Park Conservation Area and surrounding areas. In recent years, there 
appears to have been an increase in HMO planning applications by owners of large properties to 
CEC which, despite repeated numerous objections by residents and Associations, the applications 

for HMO residences are usually 
granted. 

There appears to be a cluster of 
HMO properties on the main 
road from Salisbury Road and 
Minto Street down to Mayfield 
Gardens and Mayfield Road, 
totalling 12 properties. In the last 
5 years, one street in the area has 
seen 3 new HMO properties at 
either end where it joins the main 
roads on Mayfield Road and 
Mayfield Gardens. This does not 
appear to be a fair distribution 
throughout EH9 or Edinburgh. 
When CEC were asked about the 

number and distribution policy of HMO properties, they advised that since 1995 there have been 
only 29 planning applications for HMO properties in EH9 and there was no further information 
relating to unfair distribution clusters as described above or future planning policy to monitor HMO 
clusters across EH9 or Edinburgh as a whole.

Craigmillar Park Association, along with neighbouring Associations and residents, are maintaining a 
watchful eye on the density development of HMO properties within the surrounding areas.

The following has specific implications in terms of increased traffic passing through our Conserva-
tion Area:

GREENBELT LANDS WEST OF ALNWICKHILL ROAD by Morag Meldrum

My husband and I are long term residents of South Edinburgh, but in 2015 we moved to Liberton 
and we love the feeling of being slightly out of the bustle, but close to the city. There are magnificent 
views in all directions and beautiful areas to walk. A green lung for the residents of South Edinburgh, 
the area is well used by walkers, cyclists, runners and families.
In March 2019, we and other local residents received a letter from our vigilant MP Ian Murray, to 
inform us that developers are again consulting on developing on the Green belt sites on the fields 
bordering Alnwickhill Road, Liberton Drive and Stanedyke Head.

Mactaggart and Mickel, Home Builders have made some initial contact with the community 
through Liberton and District Community Council to lay out their plan to seek re-designation of the 
fields west of Alnwickhill Road from greenbelt land to housing.
No planning application has currently been made. At this meeting it was stressed that plans are at 
a very early stage.
Liberton Community Council held a meeting in March 2019 and a packed hall full of determined 
residents made their feelings plain; that this very important greenbelt land should be protected. 
The Liberton Association’s Annual General Meeting in early June was also packed with local people. 
A revitalised Association, with a new committee and with a great deal of collective experience and 
knowledge, is ready to mount a campaign to resist development on this area of natural beauty and 
environmental importance.
This will be the fourth time the area has been under threat since 2003 and so far, these cherished 
green spaces have been preserved. The residents of Liberton are hopeful they can be saved for 
future generations. Further information can be found on the Liberton Association website
www.libertonassociation.co.uk

CRAIGMILLAR PARK BOWLING CLUB

Situated on Gilmour Road, Craigmillar 
Park Bowling Club is a great social 
resource in our residential area. The 
Bowling Club members enjoy regular 
Monday evening games, “hat” games 
on Wednesday and Saturday 
afternoons and coaching sessions 
Saturday mornings. All include tea in 
the clubhouse!
Members also play in competitive 
leagues and friendlies with other 
Edinburgh clubs. The facilities are 

used by the wider community. The U3A have a Friday morning session. A local youth football 
league had a presentation evening with a try bowling session and an Edinburgh IT business had a 
hugely successful bonding day playing bowls. Since 2014 there have been Sunday afternoon socials 
in the clubhouse monthly from October to March for the local residents, and during the winter 
season there is a thriving table tennis and darts group. The Club has a new Social Convenor who 
plans to organise monthly winter events. Suggested ideas are a Burns Supper, Winter Dinner, 
Games evening (darts, table tennis, dominoes, whist drive, bingo), nights out (e.g. to 10 pin bowling, 
a quiz night, a day out to Taylor Bowls in Glasgow).

New members are welcome with an introductory offer of £60 for the first year (full fee £120). Special 
rates for students and juniors. See http://www.cpbc.org.uk for details.

CALLING ALL RESIDENTS THAT LOVE THE FRINGE - Host an Artist

The Edinburgh Festival Fringe Society launched a new partnership with TheatreDigsBooker earlier 
this year to offer affordable accommodation to artists. Edinburgh residents are invited to host a 
Fringe artist and see a whole new side to the Fringe, sharing a unique experience with one of its 
creators. 

The Society partnered with TheatreDigsBooker, an established accommodation platform, to 



All residents in the Craigmillar Park Conservation Area are invited to the Annual General 
Meeting to be held in the Church Hall of Craigmillar Park Church.

AGM business will be followed by an illustrated talk by Mrs Jocelyn Cunliffe representing the 
Architectural Heritage Society of Scotland.

We would like to invite you to come along and share what you would like to see the Associa-
tion do for you in 2020. Tea and coffee will be served after the meeting.

Ronald MacArthur, the Chair of the CPA writes:

The Craigmillar Park Conservation Area Character Appraisal as approved by Edinburgh Council 
in 2003 noted “The predominance of high quality stone - built Victorian architecture of limited 
height which provides homogeneity through building lines, heights, massing and the use of 
traditional  materials and the pleasing rhythms of original features is of great importance.”  
I would suggest that this is still of great importance in an era of utilitarianism!
As a result, all planning applications to Edinburgh Council from within our Conservation Area are 
scrutinised closely by the CPA, working closely with Grange/Prestonfield Community Council 
(GPCC), to try to ensure compliance with the principles set out in the Character Appraisal. If 
appropriate, reasoned objections are raised by the CPA.

A major project within our Conservation Area since the last AGM has been the construction of 
ten town houses by Miller Homes on the former playing field in East Suffolk Road. Most are now 

occupied and landscaping is 
taking place.
The other major project has 
been the obtaining of  condi-
tional planning consent by 
CALA Homes for the redevel-
opment of the former Royal 
Blind School site. Both of 
these projects are referred to 
in greater detail in this News-
letter.

The CPA continues to provide encouragement and financial support for the arduous work under-
taken by enthusiastic volunteers in developing the nature strips in the area west of Craigmillar Park. 
Local residents have also donated considerable sums via the CPA for the purchase of plants, shrubs 
etc. Such funds are ring-fenced and audited, and used solely against receipted expenditure by the 
volunteers in connection with the nature strips.
Further donations would be most welcome! A detailed report is set out in this Newsletter.

The CPA has become a member of the Architectural Heritage Society of Scotland (AHSS).
The Society is very active in protecting our architectural heritage at national level and within the 
Edinburgh Conservation Areas as well as other areas of Scotland. It also scrutinises planning 
applications and objects where appropriate. AHSS has objected to at least three applications in our 
Conservation Area in the last year. It therefore seemed very appropriate for the CPA to join the 
Society.
The Society holds a series of interesting lectures in Edinburgh and arranges day and field trips for 
interested members.
Our guest speaker from AHSS will give an illustrated talk after our AGM formal session on the 
activities of the Society. I am sure many will wish to join the Society as a result.

Finally, I would like to thank our members for their continued support.

NATURE STRIPS REPORT by Wilma Elton

It’s now nearly three years since we commissioned a conservation 
and biodiversity report for the five nature strips bordering Granby, 
Suffolk and Gilmour Roads. There are now 12 volunteers trying to 
carry out the recommendations of this report, one of which was to 
reduce the overgrown laurel bushes which have pushed ever 
upwards and outwards, blocking light and food from native trees 
and rendering the ground dry and lifeless. The laurel has been 
removed from two of the strips and, in two others, it has been 
reduced by 50%; the results have been excellent. We have created 
light and space for any bushes which had survived in difficult condi-
tions and planted many ground-cover bushes and flowers which 
have attracted bees, other insects and birds.

Another recommendation was to reduce or remove excessive amounts of box, a bush normally 
trimmed as hedging but which had been allowed to grow into ugly, straggly specimens with lots of 
dead wood and a few sprigs of green at the top. Where pruning of box has been done the results 

are still unattractive but they should gradually 
improve in appearance.
Throughout this time, we have had good 
support from Mike Shields who heads the 
Council’s Green Spaces Department, south 
side. His men come regularly in the winter 
months to pick up green waste etc. Mike also 
provided sacks of bulbs and gave us a small 
budget to obtain bushes from the Inch 
nursery. Ian Morrison of the Council’s Forest-
ry Department made an inspection of the 
trees in the area and promised at the AGM in 

2017 that his men would start clearing laurel and 
pruning certain trees in Granby Road but since then 
we have heard nothing in spite of emails and calls.

We volunteers understand the concerns that some 
people with views onto the strips have about remov-
ing screening and we’d like to assure you that any 
gaps will be filled as soon as possible. In the Gilmour 
Road south end strip the removal of four huge 
laurels last autumn was a bit of a visual shock. 
However, six young trees were planted immediately 
as well as numerous shrubs and perennial flowers 
and the results have been fantastic. There is now 
light and colour - the new cherry produced winter 
blossom and the cotoneaster tree is covered in 
berries. The existing trees which had bare branches 
because of the laurel are now recovering and 
spreading their boughs towards the new found light. 
The response from many people in the neighbour-
hood who walk by the strips has been very positive 
and is encouraging for the volunteers. 
In the coming months more laurel will be pruned or removed and gradually replaced by more 
environmentally friendly native species. We also wish to install smallish notice boards at each end 
of the five strips, to inform passers by that these are maintained by volunteers who wish to 

enhance the natural environment in the 
area.

I’d like to thank the many neighbours who 
generously donated towards new trees 
and shrubs and also the CPA which has 
also given financial and moral support to 
this enterprise.

Please look at the CPA website for more 
detailed information of what we’ve been 
doing in recent months and contact me if 
you’d like to be a volunteer.
wilmaelton@gmail.com

PLANNING MATTERS

In the period since the last AGM, the CPA, in frequent consultation with the Community Council, 
objected to twelve planning applications from within our Conservation Area in an attempt to 
ensure compliance with the principles set out in the Character Appraisal. Three applications were 
withdrawn, one rejected and the others granted.
In some cases Edinburgh Council would seem to be departing from its own established rules in so 
granting.
Our greatest concern related to the original CALA Homes planning applications and the planning 
application for the conversion of a guest house into a HMO, which resulted in 111 objections, but 
was still granted.

CALA Homes - The Royal Blind School Development

In August 2019 CALA Homes received  planning consent for the demolition of all buildings on the 
former Royal Blind School site other than the original 19th Century building and the gatehouse 
both of which are to be adapted for residential use. The development will now consist of 49 
dwellings including 21 in the original 19th Century building and one in the gatehouse.
The original  plans were for greater development on the Northern Boundary of the site. However 
considerable opposition was expressed by residents of Mentone Gardens who were likely to be 
most affected and by the CPA, GPCC and AHSS.
CALA modified its plans to take into account in some measure the reasoned objections to its 
original planning applications and resubmitted in April 2019 with conditional approval from 
Edinburgh Council issuing in August 2019.
The GPCC are to be congratulated in arranging 
two public meetings attended by CALA repre-
sentatives for comment on the CALA propos-
als. The CPA arranged for distribution of flyers 
in advance of the meetings and paid for 50 per 
cent of the costs incurred by the GPCC.
Windows in the original building were replaced 
by inappropriate UPVC frames before the 
creation of the Conservation Area. It is regret-
table that these windows will be replaced  by 
new UPVC frames of unspecified design.

Miller Homes

Miller’s Planning Application to build ten town houses on the former playing field at East Suffolk 
Road was refused by Edinburgh Council, the CPA and GPCC having objected to the application.
On appeal, the Reporter, appointed by the Scottish Government, overturned the refusal but on 
condition that provision be made on access “to the remaining spaces for use by the public” by 
means of a S75 Agreement with Edinburgh Council.  Accordingly, a Minute of Agreement was so 
signed. The CPA has requested information on how Miller Homes Ltd proposes to comply with 
its legal obligations thereunder but has received no response despite a reminder.

HMO - What is it?

The Scottish Government imposed a statutory requirement on all Councils to provide accommo-
dation for homeless and/or vulnerable people. HMO is an abbreviation for Housing in Multiple 
Occupancy type accommodation. HMO property is rented out by at least 3 people (or more), 
who are not from the same household, but share facilities like the bathroom and kitchen. Flats 
and houses can be altered to provide HMO type accommodation provided they meet the 
requirements and obtain an HMO Licence from the Council.

For example, an owner of a 7-bedroom property could apply to City of Edinburgh Council (CEC) 
Planning Department to change the use of said property to HMO with 12 bedrooms to be rented 
out with shared facilities. The CEC must notify residents surrounding the property and appropri-
ate Associations/Community Councils seeking consent/objections usually within 21 days. After 
processing said HMO application the CEC will either grant or refuse it.

When the HMO planning application is granted the owner/Landlord applies to CEC for an HMO 
Licence (~£3,000). A CEC Inspection team visits the premises and if satisfied will grant an HMO 

encourage Edinburgh residents with a passion for the arts to share their homes with a Fringe 
participant. Unlike other hosting sites, Theatre DigsBooker is exclusively for artists seeking accom-
modation across the UK. The Fringe Society is committed to tackling the rising cost of attendance 
at the Fringe, which has been cited by artists as the single biggest barrier to participating, by 
increasing the availability of affordable accommodation options through partnerships with accom-
modation and transport providers.  

Host Fiona Knowles said: “I love using TheatreDigsBooker and wouldn’t list my room anywhere 
else. As an actress myself, I’ve also used it as a guest and for both purposes it’s safe, reliable and 
convenient. As a host, I’m confident that guests will treat my home with respect and support from 
TheatreDigsBooker is really good.” Given the rising costs of staying in Edinburgh in August, the 
Fringe Society are looking for people who are primarily interested in the experience both they and 
the artists can share, as opposed to the financial return they can gain.  This scheme is aimed at 
those who have a spare room that they can offer to an artist or participant registered with the 
Fringe at minimal cost.  

To host a Fringe participant please register at the webiste or if you don’t have access to the internet 
you can get help from your local library.
https://hello.theatredigsbooker.com/edinburgh-fringe/ 

WAVERLEY LAWN TENNIS SQUASH AND SPORTS CLUB

One of the foremost names in Scottish tennis, 
Waverley Club at 22 Suffolk Road, has nurtured 
racket players from toddlers to Super Seniors since 
its first playing members in 1885! Andy and Jamie 
Murray’s names are engraved on the Waverley 
Easter tournament trophies and there are many past 
and present internationalists amongst the current 
squash and tennis membership. This ever-develop-
ing, volunteer run sports club owes its existence 
largely to the efforts of Doctor Ballantyne a keen 
tennis playing GP who nearly one hundred and fifty 
years ago roused support for a lawn tennis club in 
the residential Suffolk Road area. Walter Scott was writing of the benefits of developing the land to 
the south of Edinburgh castle for residential purposes, so it was perhaps fitting that the Club along 
with many other establishments at that time adopted the romantically stirring name of the young 
hero of Scott’s Waverley novels.

The four original ‘lawn’ tennis courts are now a more practical artificial grass, with floodlights, 
allowing year-round and evening outdoor play, and they have been joined by two traditional 

squash courts, with viewing gallery. The social programme 
once remarkable for its annual dinner dances and evening 
concerts now includes equally popular quiz nights and wine 
tasting in the attractive modern clubhouse. A friendly 
welcome is still very much Waverley’s hallmark with lively 
squash ladders, start-up racketball, mix-in tennis and 
coaching for all ages and abilities through to competitive 
team play - invariably followed by homemade teas, suppers 
and drinks round the bar. And a small gym to ease the 
calorie conscience!

Licence for 1-3 years. Landlords must comply with rules mainly for the protection of the tenants e.g. 
size of rooms, electrical, gas and fire safety measures with annual certificates of compliance, etc. 
Sometimes objections are made to the renewal of HMO Licences based on police incidents, Anti-so-
cial behaviour, complaints about not keeping the property in a good state or repair, etc. When the 
HMO property is Licensed, the Landlord rents out the rooms to each tenant which helps CEC 
provide accommodation.

Every week, Craigmillar Park Association checks all planning applications in our area and numerous 
concerns have been raised by residents regarding the density of HMO accommodation being grant-
ed within the Craigmillar Park Conservation Area and surrounding areas. In recent years, there 
appears to have been an increase in HMO planning applications by owners of large properties to 
CEC which, despite repeated numerous objections by residents and Associations, the applications 

for HMO residences are usually 
granted. 

There appears to be a cluster of 
HMO properties on the main 
road from Salisbury Road and 
Minto Street down to Mayfield 
Gardens and Mayfield Road, 
totalling 12 properties. In the last 
5 years, one street in the area has 
seen 3 new HMO properties at 
either end where it joins the main 
roads on Mayfield Road and 
Mayfield Gardens. This does not 
appear to be a fair distribution 
throughout EH9 or Edinburgh. 
When CEC were asked about the 

number and distribution policy of HMO properties, they advised that since 1995 there have been 
only 29 planning applications for HMO properties in EH9 and there was no further information 
relating to unfair distribution clusters as described above or future planning policy to monitor HMO 
clusters across EH9 or Edinburgh as a whole.

Craigmillar Park Association, along with neighbouring Associations and residents, are maintaining a 
watchful eye on the density development of HMO properties within the surrounding areas.

The following has specific implications in terms of increased traffic passing through our Conserva-
tion Area:

GREENBELT LANDS WEST OF ALNWICKHILL ROAD by Morag Meldrum

My husband and I are long term residents of South Edinburgh, but in 2015 we moved to Liberton 
and we love the feeling of being slightly out of the bustle, but close to the city. There are magnificent 
views in all directions and beautiful areas to walk. A green lung for the residents of South Edinburgh, 
the area is well used by walkers, cyclists, runners and families.
In March 2019, we and other local residents received a letter from our vigilant MP Ian Murray, to 
inform us that developers are again consulting on developing on the Green belt sites on the fields 
bordering Alnwickhill Road, Liberton Drive and Stanedyke Head.

Mactaggart and Mickel, Home Builders have made some initial contact with the community 
through Liberton and District Community Council to lay out their plan to seek re-designation of the 
fields west of Alnwickhill Road from greenbelt land to housing.
No planning application has currently been made. At this meeting it was stressed that plans are at 
a very early stage.
Liberton Community Council held a meeting in March 2019 and a packed hall full of determined 
residents made their feelings plain; that this very important greenbelt land should be protected. 
The Liberton Association’s Annual General Meeting in early June was also packed with local people. 
A revitalised Association, with a new committee and with a great deal of collective experience and 
knowledge, is ready to mount a campaign to resist development on this area of natural beauty and 
environmental importance.
This will be the fourth time the area has been under threat since 2003 and so far, these cherished 
green spaces have been preserved. The residents of Liberton are hopeful they can be saved for 
future generations. Further information can be found on the Liberton Association website
www.libertonassociation.co.uk

CRAIGMILLAR PARK BOWLING CLUB

Situated on Gilmour Road, Craigmillar 
Park Bowling Club is a great social 
resource in our residential area. The 
Bowling Club members enjoy regular 
Monday evening games, “hat” games 
on Wednesday and Saturday 
afternoons and coaching sessions 
Saturday mornings. All include tea in 
the clubhouse!
Members also play in competitive 
leagues and friendlies with other 
Edinburgh clubs. The facilities are 

used by the wider community. The U3A have a Friday morning session. A local youth football 
league had a presentation evening with a try bowling session and an Edinburgh IT business had a 
hugely successful bonding day playing bowls. Since 2014 there have been Sunday afternoon socials 
in the clubhouse monthly from October to March for the local residents, and during the winter 
season there is a thriving table tennis and darts group. The Club has a new Social Convenor who 
plans to organise monthly winter events. Suggested ideas are a Burns Supper, Winter Dinner, 
Games evening (darts, table tennis, dominoes, whist drive, bingo), nights out (e.g. to 10 pin bowling, 
a quiz night, a day out to Taylor Bowls in Glasgow).

New members are welcome with an introductory offer of £60 for the first year (full fee £120). Special 
rates for students and juniors. See http://www.cpbc.org.uk for details.

CALLING ALL RESIDENTS THAT LOVE THE FRINGE - Host an Artist

The Edinburgh Festival Fringe Society launched a new partnership with TheatreDigsBooker earlier 
this year to offer affordable accommodation to artists. Edinburgh residents are invited to host a 
Fringe artist and see a whole new side to the Fringe, sharing a unique experience with one of its 
creators. 

The Society partnered with TheatreDigsBooker, an established accommodation platform, to 



All residents in the Craigmillar Park Conservation Area are invited to the Annual General 
Meeting to be held in the Church Hall of Craigmillar Park Church.

AGM business will be followed by an illustrated talk by Mrs Jocelyn Cunliffe representing the 
Architectural Heritage Society of Scotland.

We would like to invite you to come along and share what you would like to see the Associa-
tion do for you in 2020. Tea and coffee will be served after the meeting.

Ronald MacArthur, the Chair of the CPA writes:

The Craigmillar Park Conservation Area Character Appraisal as approved by Edinburgh Council 
in 2003 noted “The predominance of high quality stone - built Victorian architecture of limited 
height which provides homogeneity through building lines, heights, massing and the use of 
traditional  materials and the pleasing rhythms of original features is of great importance.”  
I would suggest that this is still of great importance in an era of utilitarianism!
As a result, all planning applications to Edinburgh Council from within our Conservation Area are 
scrutinised closely by the CPA, working closely with Grange/Prestonfield Community Council 
(GPCC), to try to ensure compliance with the principles set out in the Character Appraisal. If 
appropriate, reasoned objections are raised by the CPA.

A major project within our Conservation Area since the last AGM has been the construction of 
ten town houses by Miller Homes on the former playing field in East Suffolk Road. Most are now 

occupied and landscaping is 
taking place.
The other major project has 
been the obtaining of  condi-
tional planning consent by 
CALA Homes for the redevel-
opment of the former Royal 
Blind School site. Both of 
these projects are referred to 
in greater detail in this News-
letter.

The CPA continues to provide encouragement and financial support for the arduous work under-
taken by enthusiastic volunteers in developing the nature strips in the area west of Craigmillar Park. 
Local residents have also donated considerable sums via the CPA for the purchase of plants, shrubs 
etc. Such funds are ring-fenced and audited, and used solely against receipted expenditure by the 
volunteers in connection with the nature strips.
Further donations would be most welcome! A detailed report is set out in this Newsletter.

The CPA has become a member of the Architectural Heritage Society of Scotland (AHSS).
The Society is very active in protecting our architectural heritage at national level and within the 
Edinburgh Conservation Areas as well as other areas of Scotland. It also scrutinises planning 
applications and objects where appropriate. AHSS has objected to at least three applications in our 
Conservation Area in the last year. It therefore seemed very appropriate for the CPA to join the 
Society.
The Society holds a series of interesting lectures in Edinburgh and arranges day and field trips for 
interested members.
Our guest speaker from AHSS will give an illustrated talk after our AGM formal session on the 
activities of the Society. I am sure many will wish to join the Society as a result.

Finally, I would like to thank our members for their continued support.

NATURE STRIPS REPORT by Wilma Elton

It’s now nearly three years since we commissioned a conservation 
and biodiversity report for the five nature strips bordering Granby, 
Suffolk and Gilmour Roads. There are now 12 volunteers trying to 
carry out the recommendations of this report, one of which was to 
reduce the overgrown laurel bushes which have pushed ever 
upwards and outwards, blocking light and food from native trees 
and rendering the ground dry and lifeless. The laurel has been 
removed from two of the strips and, in two others, it has been 
reduced by 50%; the results have been excellent. We have created 
light and space for any bushes which had survived in difficult condi-
tions and planted many ground-cover bushes and flowers which 
have attracted bees, other insects and birds.

Another recommendation was to reduce or remove excessive amounts of box, a bush normally 
trimmed as hedging but which had been allowed to grow into ugly, straggly specimens with lots of 
dead wood and a few sprigs of green at the top. Where pruning of box has been done the results 

are still unattractive but they should gradually 
improve in appearance.
Throughout this time, we have had good 
support from Mike Shields who heads the 
Council’s Green Spaces Department, south 
side. His men come regularly in the winter 
months to pick up green waste etc. Mike also 
provided sacks of bulbs and gave us a small 
budget to obtain bushes from the Inch 
nursery. Ian Morrison of the Council’s Forest-
ry Department made an inspection of the 
trees in the area and promised at the AGM in 

2017 that his men would start clearing laurel and 
pruning certain trees in Granby Road but since then 
we have heard nothing in spite of emails and calls.

We volunteers understand the concerns that some 
people with views onto the strips have about remov-
ing screening and we’d like to assure you that any 
gaps will be filled as soon as possible. In the Gilmour 
Road south end strip the removal of four huge 
laurels last autumn was a bit of a visual shock. 
However, six young trees were planted immediately 
as well as numerous shrubs and perennial flowers 
and the results have been fantastic. There is now 
light and colour - the new cherry produced winter 
blossom and the cotoneaster tree is covered in 
berries. The existing trees which had bare branches 
because of the laurel are now recovering and 
spreading their boughs towards the new found light. 
The response from many people in the neighbour-
hood who walk by the strips has been very positive 
and is encouraging for the volunteers. 
In the coming months more laurel will be pruned or removed and gradually replaced by more 
environmentally friendly native species. We also wish to install smallish notice boards at each end 
of the five strips, to inform passers by that these are maintained by volunteers who wish to 

enhance the natural environment in the 
area.

I’d like to thank the many neighbours who 
generously donated towards new trees 
and shrubs and also the CPA which has 
also given financial and moral support to 
this enterprise.

Please look at the CPA website for more 
detailed information of what we’ve been 
doing in recent months and contact me if 
you’d like to be a volunteer.
wilmaelton@gmail.com

PLANNING MATTERS

In the period since the last AGM, the CPA, in frequent consultation with the Community Council, 
objected to twelve planning applications from within our Conservation Area in an attempt to 
ensure compliance with the principles set out in the Character Appraisal. Three applications were 
withdrawn, one rejected and the others granted.
In some cases Edinburgh Council would seem to be departing from its own established rules in so 
granting.
Our greatest concern related to the original CALA Homes planning applications and the planning 
application for the conversion of a guest house into a HMO, which resulted in 111 objections, but 
was still granted.

CALA Homes - The Royal Blind School Development

In August 2019 CALA Homes received  planning consent for the demolition of all buildings on the 
former Royal Blind School site other than the original 19th Century building and the gatehouse 
both of which are to be adapted for residential use. The development will now consist of 49 
dwellings including 21 in the original 19th Century building and one in the gatehouse.
The original  plans were for greater development on the Northern Boundary of the site. However 
considerable opposition was expressed by residents of Mentone Gardens who were likely to be 
most affected and by the CPA, GPCC and AHSS.
CALA modified its plans to take into account in some measure the reasoned objections to its 
original planning applications and resubmitted in April 2019 with conditional approval from 
Edinburgh Council issuing in August 2019.
The GPCC are to be congratulated in arranging 
two public meetings attended by CALA repre-
sentatives for comment on the CALA propos-
als. The CPA arranged for distribution of flyers 
in advance of the meetings and paid for 50 per 
cent of the costs incurred by the GPCC.
Windows in the original building were replaced 
by inappropriate UPVC frames before the 
creation of the Conservation Area. It is regret-
table that these windows will be replaced  by 
new UPVC frames of unspecified design.

Miller Homes

Miller’s Planning Application to build ten town houses on the former playing field at East Suffolk 
Road was refused by Edinburgh Council, the CPA and GPCC having objected to the application.
On appeal, the Reporter, appointed by the Scottish Government, overturned the refusal but on 
condition that provision be made on access “to the remaining spaces for use by the public” by 
means of a S75 Agreement with Edinburgh Council.  Accordingly, a Minute of Agreement was so 
signed. The CPA has requested information on how Miller Homes Ltd proposes to comply with 
its legal obligations thereunder but has received no response despite a reminder.

HMO - What is it?

The Scottish Government imposed a statutory requirement on all Councils to provide accommo-
dation for homeless and/or vulnerable people. HMO is an abbreviation for Housing in Multiple 
Occupancy type accommodation. HMO property is rented out by at least 3 people (or more), 
who are not from the same household, but share facilities like the bathroom and kitchen. Flats 
and houses can be altered to provide HMO type accommodation provided they meet the 
requirements and obtain an HMO Licence from the Council.

For example, an owner of a 7-bedroom property could apply to City of Edinburgh Council (CEC) 
Planning Department to change the use of said property to HMO with 12 bedrooms to be rented 
out with shared facilities. The CEC must notify residents surrounding the property and appropri-
ate Associations/Community Councils seeking consent/objections usually within 21 days. After 
processing said HMO application the CEC will either grant or refuse it.

When the HMO planning application is granted the owner/Landlord applies to CEC for an HMO 
Licence (~£3,000). A CEC Inspection team visits the premises and if satisfied will grant an HMO 

encourage Edinburgh residents with a passion for the arts to share their homes with a Fringe 
participant. Unlike other hosting sites, Theatre DigsBooker is exclusively for artists seeking accom-
modation across the UK. The Fringe Society is committed to tackling the rising cost of attendance 
at the Fringe, which has been cited by artists as the single biggest barrier to participating, by 
increasing the availability of affordable accommodation options through partnerships with accom-
modation and transport providers.  

Host Fiona Knowles said: “I love using TheatreDigsBooker and wouldn’t list my room anywhere 
else. As an actress myself, I’ve also used it as a guest and for both purposes it’s safe, reliable and 
convenient. As a host, I’m confident that guests will treat my home with respect and support from 
TheatreDigsBooker is really good.” Given the rising costs of staying in Edinburgh in August, the 
Fringe Society are looking for people who are primarily interested in the experience both they and 
the artists can share, as opposed to the financial return they can gain.  This scheme is aimed at 
those who have a spare room that they can offer to an artist or participant registered with the 
Fringe at minimal cost.  

To host a Fringe participant please register at the webiste or if you don’t have access to the internet 
you can get help from your local library.
https://hello.theatredigsbooker.com/edinburgh-fringe/ 

WAVERLEY LAWN TENNIS SQUASH AND SPORTS CLUB

One of the foremost names in Scottish tennis, 
Waverley Club at 22 Suffolk Road, has nurtured 
racket players from toddlers to Super Seniors since 
its first playing members in 1885! Andy and Jamie 
Murray’s names are engraved on the Waverley 
Easter tournament trophies and there are many past 
and present internationalists amongst the current 
squash and tennis membership. This ever-develop-
ing, volunteer run sports club owes its existence 
largely to the efforts of Doctor Ballantyne a keen 
tennis playing GP who nearly one hundred and fifty 
years ago roused support for a lawn tennis club in 
the residential Suffolk Road area. Walter Scott was writing of the benefits of developing the land to 
the south of Edinburgh castle for residential purposes, so it was perhaps fitting that the Club along 
with many other establishments at that time adopted the romantically stirring name of the young 
hero of Scott’s Waverley novels.

The four original ‘lawn’ tennis courts are now a more practical artificial grass, with floodlights, 
allowing year-round and evening outdoor play, and they have been joined by two traditional 

squash courts, with viewing gallery. The social programme 
once remarkable for its annual dinner dances and evening 
concerts now includes equally popular quiz nights and wine 
tasting in the attractive modern clubhouse. A friendly 
welcome is still very much Waverley’s hallmark with lively 
squash ladders, start-up racketball, mix-in tennis and 
coaching for all ages and abilities through to competitive 
team play - invariably followed by homemade teas, suppers 
and drinks round the bar. And a small gym to ease the 
calorie conscience!

Licence for 1-3 years. Landlords must comply with rules mainly for the protection of the tenants e.g. 
size of rooms, electrical, gas and fire safety measures with annual certificates of compliance, etc. 
Sometimes objections are made to the renewal of HMO Licences based on police incidents, Anti-so-
cial behaviour, complaints about not keeping the property in a good state or repair, etc. When the 
HMO property is Licensed, the Landlord rents out the rooms to each tenant which helps CEC 
provide accommodation.

Every week, Craigmillar Park Association checks all planning applications in our area and numerous 
concerns have been raised by residents regarding the density of HMO accommodation being grant-
ed within the Craigmillar Park Conservation Area and surrounding areas. In recent years, there 
appears to have been an increase in HMO planning applications by owners of large properties to 
CEC which, despite repeated numerous objections by residents and Associations, the applications 

for HMO residences are usually 
granted. 

There appears to be a cluster of 
HMO properties on the main 
road from Salisbury Road and 
Minto Street down to Mayfield 
Gardens and Mayfield Road, 
totalling 12 properties. In the last 
5 years, one street in the area has 
seen 3 new HMO properties at 
either end where it joins the main 
roads on Mayfield Road and 
Mayfield Gardens. This does not 
appear to be a fair distribution 
throughout EH9 or Edinburgh. 
When CEC were asked about the 

number and distribution policy of HMO properties, they advised that since 1995 there have been 
only 29 planning applications for HMO properties in EH9 and there was no further information 
relating to unfair distribution clusters as described above or future planning policy to monitor HMO 
clusters across EH9 or Edinburgh as a whole.

Craigmillar Park Association, along with neighbouring Associations and residents, are maintaining a 
watchful eye on the density development of HMO properties within the surrounding areas.

The following has specific implications in terms of increased traffic passing through our Conserva-
tion Area:

GREENBELT LANDS WEST OF ALNWICKHILL ROAD by Morag Meldrum

My husband and I are long term residents of South Edinburgh, but in 2015 we moved to Liberton 
and we love the feeling of being slightly out of the bustle, but close to the city. There are magnificent 
views in all directions and beautiful areas to walk. A green lung for the residents of South Edinburgh, 
the area is well used by walkers, cyclists, runners and families.
In March 2019, we and other local residents received a letter from our vigilant MP Ian Murray, to 
inform us that developers are again consulting on developing on the Green belt sites on the fields 
bordering Alnwickhill Road, Liberton Drive and Stanedyke Head.

Mactaggart and Mickel, Home Builders have made some initial contact with the community 
through Liberton and District Community Council to lay out their plan to seek re-designation of the 
fields west of Alnwickhill Road from greenbelt land to housing.
No planning application has currently been made. At this meeting it was stressed that plans are at 
a very early stage.
Liberton Community Council held a meeting in March 2019 and a packed hall full of determined 
residents made their feelings plain; that this very important greenbelt land should be protected. 
The Liberton Association’s Annual General Meeting in early June was also packed with local people. 
A revitalised Association, with a new committee and with a great deal of collective experience and 
knowledge, is ready to mount a campaign to resist development on this area of natural beauty and 
environmental importance.
This will be the fourth time the area has been under threat since 2003 and so far, these cherished 
green spaces have been preserved. The residents of Liberton are hopeful they can be saved for 
future generations. Further information can be found on the Liberton Association website
www.libertonassociation.co.uk

CRAIGMILLAR PARK BOWLING CLUB

Situated on Gilmour Road, Craigmillar 
Park Bowling Club is a great social 
resource in our residential area. The 
Bowling Club members enjoy regular 
Monday evening games, “hat” games 
on Wednesday and Saturday 
afternoons and coaching sessions 
Saturday mornings. All include tea in 
the clubhouse!
Members also play in competitive 
leagues and friendlies with other 
Edinburgh clubs. The facilities are 

used by the wider community. The U3A have a Friday morning session. A local youth football 
league had a presentation evening with a try bowling session and an Edinburgh IT business had a 
hugely successful bonding day playing bowls. Since 2014 there have been Sunday afternoon socials 
in the clubhouse monthly from October to March for the local residents, and during the winter 
season there is a thriving table tennis and darts group. The Club has a new Social Convenor who 
plans to organise monthly winter events. Suggested ideas are a Burns Supper, Winter Dinner, 
Games evening (darts, table tennis, dominoes, whist drive, bingo), nights out (e.g. to 10 pin bowling, 
a quiz night, a day out to Taylor Bowls in Glasgow).

New members are welcome with an introductory offer of £60 for the first year (full fee £120). Special 
rates for students and juniors. See http://www.cpbc.org.uk for details.

CALLING ALL RESIDENTS THAT LOVE THE FRINGE - Host an Artist

The Edinburgh Festival Fringe Society launched a new partnership with TheatreDigsBooker earlier 
this year to offer affordable accommodation to artists. Edinburgh residents are invited to host a 
Fringe artist and see a whole new side to the Fringe, sharing a unique experience with one of its 
creators. 

The Society partnered with TheatreDigsBooker, an established accommodation platform, to 

CRAIGMILLAR PARK ASSOCIATION (CPA)
Membership Form

Membership is only available to residents in this Conservation Area

 Full Membership:  Single: £6 Couple: £10
 Senior citizen/student: Single: £4 Couple: £6

EXISTING MEMBERS NEED NOT COMPLETE THE DETAILS BELOW
OTHER THAN TO ARRANGE PAYMENT!

Title(s): .................  Forename(s): .....................................  Surname(s): ..........................................................

Address: .....................................................................................................................................................................

Postcode: ................................ Telephone: ................................................

Email: ................................................................................................

Post this completed form to Mrs Elizabeth Philp, 8 Crawfurd Road, Edinburgh, EH16 5PQ with

1. Cheque or cash
 or
2. Single Bank transfer to Bank of Scotland 80-02-73 Account no: 00240846
 Please quote as reference enough of your name / address to recognise you
 or
3. Set up a Standing Order payable on 31st October each year until you instruct your
 Bank to cease payment and using the bank details set out in #2 above.

By providing the above information, you agree to the CPA contacting you concerning your membership 
and nothing else. The information shall remain strictly confidential and will not be revealed to any other 
party.

If you are a taxpayer and wish to sign a GIFT AID DECLARATION , your subscription is
currently worth a further 25 per cent to the CPA.

Tick here if you wish CPA as a charity to treat all donations by me as from the date hereof as GIFT AID
DONATIONS until I notify the CPA otherwise. 

Date .............................. Signature ..................................................................

Notes:
1. You must pay an amount of income tax and/or capital gains tax at least equal to the tax the CPA 
reclaims on your donations in the relevant tax year (currently 25p for each £1 you donate)
2. If you cease to pay tax on your income, please advise the CPA and your declaration is
cancelled.
3. If you pay tax at the higher rate, you may claim further tax relief in your Self Assessment tax return.
4. Please notify the CPA if you change your name and/or address.
5. Once signed, it is not necessary to sign again on annual renewal of membership.


