
CRAIGMILLAR PARK ASSOCIATION 
Committee Meeting held on Wednesday 9th September 2019 

at 7.30pm at Crawfurd Road 
 
PRESENT: Ronald MacArthur (Chair), Christine Simpson, (Vice Chair), Liz Philp (Treasurer & 
Minutes Secretary), Peter Bottomley, Isabel Clark, Wilma Elton, Simon Gage, Hilary Vandore. 
 
IN ATTENDANCE: Tony Harris, Allan Payne, Allen Simpson 
 
APOLOGIES:  Stephanie Bell 
_________________________________________________ ________________________ 
 
 
1.  MINUTES 
The minutes of the committee meeting held on 12th June 2019 at Crawfurd Road were approved, 
proposed by Isabel Clark, seconded by Hilary Vandore. 
  
 
2.  MATTERS ARISING    None not dealt with elsewhere. 
 
 
3.  FINANCE & MEMBERSHIP 
 
Liz reported that there was £5,232.80 in our account.  The accounts for the financial year 2018-2019 
had been independently examined by Willie Grieve and copies were distributed at the meeting.  It 
was noted that subscriptions are down.  Although we had agreed to spend money on the Nature Strips 
the total of £846.61 was offset by donations specifically for the Nature Strips amounting to £800, so 
the cost to CPA funds was only £46.61.  It was noted that we have not renewed our subscription to 
the Cockburn Association and have joined the Architectural Heritage Society of Scotland. 
 
Membership – 100 households are paid-up members.  The Newsletter to be circulated in October will 
include bank details, which we hope might encourage people to pay by BACS and/or set up standing 
orders. 
 
 
4. MILLERS HOMES 
 
The houses in East Suffolk Row are now almost all complete and several are already occupied.  
Work is proceeding on landscaping the remainder of the site.  There was much discussion of the 
question of provision of public access to this area on completion, as specified under Section 75 of the 
Scottish Government’s planning permission.  Viewers of the properties had been told that the area 
will be private.  Ronald MacArthur has written twice to CALA for clarification on this but has 
received no reply. The problem is about who will pay for maintenance.  Iqra Academy had offered at 
one time, but seem now to no longer be keen. Ron was asked to write to Ian Murray MP, Daniel 
Johnston MSP and local councillors.  The possibility of the CPA taking responsibility was discussed.  
It could be very expensive as not only will the area require garden maintenance but also 
responsibility for the upkeep of the pavilion and probably taking out insurance for the latter would be 
required.  It may be that in the end no one will come forward in which case Millers would hand the 
responsibility over to the owners of the new homes and the area would become private.  Committee 
members felt that we should put forward the view that Section 75 should be adhered to and that 
residents of the surrounding area should not be locked out, contrary to the planning decision. 
 
 
 



5.  CALA HOMES – ROYAL BLIND SCHOOL SITE 
 
Following the two successful meetings organised by GPCC and CPA, CALA submitted amended 
plans which were recently passed.  They show reduced height for the buildings at the back 
overlooking Mentone Terrace, breaking them into smaller separate blocks.  In spite of the objections 
to the use of UPVC for windows this was allowed, on the grounds that this material had been used by 
the Blind School, thus they will be replacing like for like.  There had been a suggestion that CALA 
might pay for railings in Granby and Gilmour Roads, but this now seems unlikely. 
 
6. OTHER PLANNING MATTERS. 
 
 (i) The planning application for 13 Bright’s Crescent was granted., in spite of objections from 
GPCC, CPA and the Architectural Heritage Society of Scotland.   
(ii)  Permission was granted for the erection of a very large summer house at the rear of 11 Bright’s 
Crescent.  We did not object to this since it is not visible from the road, but the property now has a 
“To Let” sign, which is curious. 
(iii) We objected to the over-large signs at Kings Buildings, but they are still there. 
(iv)  Edinburgh University is planning a “Sports Village” on greenbelt land at Cameron Toll – on the 
corner by the railway bridge.  This would be for high rise buildings to accommodate visiting teams. 
 
Ronald MacArthur has been most efficient about keeping committee members informed about all 
planning applications in our area and the result of such applications 
 
7.  AUTUMN NEWSLETTER AND WEBSITE 
 
The website has recently been updated with pictures of the houses on East Suffolk Row and also the 
new membership form with bank details.  We are still waiting for some contributions to the paper 
newsletter - Waverly Tennis Club (Hilary to chase this up), Simon will write an article about the 
setting up of an initiative for people in our area to offer rooms to aspiring performers during the 
Fringe.  The Newsletter needs to be printed no later than 3rd October for distribution starting 
Monday 14th.  There will no longer be an envelope addressed to the Treasurer included. 
 
8. AGM ARRANGEMENTS 
 
Craigmillar Park Church Hall is booked for Wednesday 30th October at 7.30pm.  Mrs Cunliffe of the 
Architectural Heritage Society of Scotland has agree to be our speaker.  Ron will provide signage on 
the night.  Liz will organise people to man the desk for those paying subscriptions in cash.  Christine 
will organise refreshments.  We can have access from 6.45pm onwards, committee members should 
arrive early to set out chairs – it was suggested that the committee should be visible, probably seated 
at the front facing the audience.  
 
9.  NATURE STRIPS 
 
Wilma reported that more flowers are coming through in the areas which have been cleared of laurel 
and other invasive species, more birds, bees and insects have been observed.  Sadly, in Suffolk Road 
Lane a garden waste fire destroyed a rowan and a yew tree.  In Strip 5 some small plants planted by 
Wilma were stolen!  One rowan tree purchased from Mortonhall Garden Centre died, but it had a 5 
year guarantee, so they replaced it free of charge.  In Lygon Road those people who at the last AGM 
were vociferous about their objections to clearing the land have now agreed that it can be done – 
presumably having  observed the improvement in the other areas. 
 
It was agreed that the CPA can pay for signs to be put up in the Nature Strips highlighting the 
support of the CPA for their maintenance. 
 
 



11,  A,O.C.B. 
  

• Simon asked if the CPA has any purpose  beyond keeping an eye on planning applications 
and the Natures Strips.  It was agreed that his initiative regarding accommodation for Fringe 
performers was a good idea. 

• There was a discussion about the poor state of pavements in our area, quite apart from 
maintenance there is far too much litter.  Bins are not emptied often enough and pavements 
are not swept.  We should put pressure on the council about this. 

• Tony Harris suggested that we could ask Miller Homes if we could affix a plaque to the 
Crawfurd Road pavilion explaining its history.  Allen Simpson agreed to write something.  
Agreed CPA could pay for it. 

• A preliminary draft of the Conservation Area Appraisal Form for Craigmillar Park 
Conservation Area had been distributed by Email to all committee members who were urged 
to look at it.  The City Council are obliged to update these every few years, our area has not 
been looked at since 1997.  It is an important document as has material consideration when 
planning applications are being addressed.  Allen Simpson agreed to review it on behalf of 
the CPA, any members with comments to make should address them to him and to the chair. 

• The GPCC is about to elect a new committee.  Members were asked to think about this. 
 
 
12.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING   
Wednesday 27th November at 13 Crawfurd Road. 
 
 
There being no further business, the meeting ended at 9.30pm  


