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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
 Thursday 25th OCTOBER 2018 at 7.30pm

All residents in the conservation area are invited to the Annual General 
Meeting of the Craigmillar Park Association which will take place on  
Thursday 26th October in the Church Hall of Craigmillar Park Church at 7.30 
pm. AGM Business will be followed by a talk by Donna McArdle, Development 
Manager of Bridgend Farm. Tea and coffee will be served after the meeting.

Ronald MacArthur, the Chair of the CPA writes:   

Open Space 2021 was approved by the Planning Committee of Edinburgh 
Council in December 2016. The aim is to protect, maintain and expand 
Edinburgh’s network of green spaces in the period up to 2021.
We therefore regret the loss of the former playing field in East Suffolk Road 
which provided such a valuable green space to residents of South Newington.
It is to be hoped that Millar Homes will honour its commitment to providing 
open access to a public park opposite the new 
houses. As can be seen from the photograph, 
building works are well advanced with 
completion in stages between October 2018 
and March 2019.

Although our main object is to facilitate the 
preservation of the character of the area, we do 
value the presence of both the Waverley Tennis 
Club and the Craigmillar Park Bowling Club in 
our midst as providing some green spaces.

In an attempt to enhance the area, the CPA has offered encouragement and 
provided financial support for the arduous work undertaken by volunteers in 
developing the nature strips in our area.
Wilma Elton reports in this Newsletter on progress.
The CPA welcomes new members and asks members to consider joining our 
Committee which meets quarterly to discuss issues of relevance to the CPA.
Proceedings are very relaxed over refreshments!
Any member interested in joining the Committee should contact the Chair via 
the CPA website.
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Planning and Conservation                                 

Fifty Conservation Areas within the City of Edinburgh have been created 
where it is believed that an area is of particular architectural or historical 
merit.We are fortunate to live in one of them, the Craigmillar Park 
Conservation Area.The objectives of the CPA include the preservation of the 
qualities which contribute to the character of the the Conservation Area as 
contained in the relevant Character Appraisal which may be downloaded from 
the Edinburgh Council website.

Therefore all planning applications from within our 
Conservation Area to Edinburgh Council are 
scrutinised closely each week by the CPA working 
closely with the Grange /Prestonfield Community 
Council  to ensure compliance with the principles set 
out in the Character Appraisal. We appreciate greatly 
the expertise of the Community Council in planning 
matters. Where it is thought, for example, that 
proposals for a building or building extension - or new 
doors or windows even - are deemed out of keeping 
with the original and nearby properties then an 
objection will be lodged with Edinburgh Council. 
Another such example would be greatly increased 

paved parking provision at a property contrary to the principles contained in 
the Character Appraisal.

In the period since the last AGM, the CPA, in association with the Community 
Council, determined that only three 
planning applications from within the 
CPA area had implications for the wider 
community and the character of the 
CPA Conservation Area.
Accordingly, the CPA, in association with 
the Community Counc i l , lodged 
objections. One application was granted 
whilst the other two were rejected by 
Edinburgh Council. One rejection was appealed against to the Scottish 
Government whose Reporter upheld the rejection. As you may be aware, 
Miller Homes succeeded on appeal, against the refusal by Edinburgh Council 
of their planning application to build ten semi-detached houses on the East 
Suffolk Road site, at one stage used as a playing field by the erstwhile St 
Margaret’s School. The road serving the houses will be called East Suffolk 
Row.The Pavillion has been moved successfully to its new site.The part of the 
field not designated for the houses is referred to as ”the Open Space Area” 
and includes the Pavilion.



The Area should be accessible to the public. Detailed discussions between 
the Council and Millar Homes is required before completion of the last house 
on the the issue of the Open Space Area.
The CPA, in association with the Community Council, will attempt to be kept 
fully informed.

The Royal Blind School                                 

The Royal Blind School is to be developed by CALA Homes. They invited 
locals to public exhibition held at Braille Press Building, 
Royal Blind School, on Thursday 7th June 2018.
At the date of publishing the Newsletter, no planning 
application has been submitted. The complete 
presentation can be viewed by going to:

https://www.cala.co.uk/land-and-planning/planning-applications/royal-blind

Nature Strips Spring Report

Over the long winter season we continued with the clearance of the dense 
laurel in Nature Strip 4 and made very good progress. 
Clearing work stopped when spring arrived and the birds 
started to commence their nesting activities. The 
snowdrops planted last year made a welcome appearance in 
February and lesser periwinkle (Vinca minor) and honesty 
(Lunaria annua) are presently blooming. At the Gilmore 
Road end of the strip the woodruff (Galium odoratum) and 
ferns (Asplenium scolopendrium) which were planted last 
year are starting to become established. We are still 
working on removing the last of the substantial laurel 
stumps and roots at the Craigmillar Park end of the strip in 
preparation for planting. This year there will be annuals planted in this area.

Nature Strips Summer Report

In late spring before the really hot weather began. In all five nature strips 
volunteers continued cutting back laurel and this project will restart in 

earnest in the autumn, especially when the Council 
green space force can spare us the trailer. We are 
delighted that Mike Shields is back in post after his 
recent illness and his men have been a couple of 
times to remove laurel waste when requested. In 
spite of several emails to Ian Morrison, Council Tree 
Officer, no progress has been made in removing or 
reducing marked trees in the Granby Road strip, as 
promised last year. This is quite frustrating, as more 

light is needed at ground level and it would be good to start planting new 
bushes and trees for future generations.



Self seeded sycamore, sticky willow and brambles growing onto the road or 
pavement have been removed regularly but in some of the strips wild 
grasses and other natural species have been allowed to grow to provide food 
and shelter for wildlife. In spite of the dry, hot spell, plants that were put into 
the Granby Road and Gilmour Road south strips last 
year are still alive and providing some colour and 
interest. The hardy perennials which have survived 
the drought will be used to stock the remainder of the 
beds.  A big problem for us is that the soil in the strips 
is shallow and root bound but we have been promised 

bags of soil by Mike 
Shields and this will 
help us greatly. In 
strip 5, some kerria, 
cotoneaster and two small rowans have 
been planted to screen the adjacent 
property and these should give cover 
without growing over tall and shady. 

A Duke of Edinburgh volunteer has 
continued to pick up litter from the strips 

on Sundays and we are pleased to hear that there is now less littering in 
Suffolk Road after the nearby nursery was alerted that this was a problem.

RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch in the Nature Strips. 

Saturday 27th January 2018 was the windiest day of the weekend (SSW to 
WSW winds from 21 to 24 mph). Thankfully the rain 
from earlier in the morning had stopped and when we 
began it was mild and dry but overcast. We had 
decided to do the RSPB big garden birdwatch between 
11 am and 12 noon to avoid the morning chill. Our four 
volunteers managed to watch all five nature strips and 
while many of the usual birds were spotted there are a 
few ordinarily seen while working in the strips which did 
not show up. Sadly the robin which regularly keeps up 
company on Nature Strip 4 when we are breaking 
ground was not seen, nor the wren which has been 
spotted in this strip. 

The RSPB specify that only birds which land in the area can be counted.The 
maximum number of a type of bird seen at any point in time during the hour 
is the number recorded, this avoids counting the same birds twice. At some 
points there was frustration when a bird flew over but did not land or when 
birdsong could be heard from the trees but sightings remained elusive. 



Green Spaces of our Area

Craigmillar Park Bowling Club

The Bowling Club at 34 Gilmour Road owes its existence to landowner Sir 
Robert Gordon Gilmour, whose antecedents lived in Craigmillar Castle in the 
17th century. The site of the present Green had been left by Sir Robert as an 
open space when the houses in Gilmour Road 
were built, and also in 1903, in response to a 
request by a group o f bus iness and 
professional men living in the area, who had 
realized that it was an ideal size for a bowling 
green. The first weekly competition for the 
men on Wednesday evenings was held on 29th 
April 1905. Most of the early ladies were the 
wives of the founding members, but 

nevertheless 
they prepared 
the way for what is today a flourishing and 
active part of the bowling community. 

Craigmillar Park is is known for its well-kept 
Green and friendly atmosphere. Despite 
heavy rain, the annual Summer Fair was a 
great success and was very well attended 
by locals. As well as a barbecue, fabulous 
cream teas and home made produce and 
bargain plants for sale, visitors could try 
their hand in bowling. In all a lovely 

afternoon. In winter the locals are invited to afternoon tea on the last 
Sunday of every month and there is now a 
table tennis table in the clubroom so that 
club members can meet up when the 
bowling season has ended. The Nature Strip 
workers met for a social get together. It was 
really worthwhile and amazing how many 
people were there. getting to know new 
people and an affirmation that working on 
the Nature Strips really have fostered a 
sense of community.

More recently an event was held in the clubhouse to celebrate the life of 
Jesse Stephen, a suffragette and trade union activist with local family 
connections. It was well attended in a location perfectly suited for the era.



Azalea Garden by Allen Simpson

The small and delightful garden in the south-east corner of the former 
Suffolk Road Halls of Residence (now East Suffolk Park) is known locally as 
'the Azalea Garden'. The buildings round the quadrangle were developed 
from 1914 in a progressive move by an educational consortium (the Carnegie 
Trust, the University of Edinburgh, Moray House College of Education, the 
College of Art and the Episcopal Church of Scotland) to provide the first 
secure halls of residence for women students. Its architectural quality is 
acknowledged in its 'B-listing' by Historic Scotland. In recent years the halls 
have been restored and converted into housing.

It has been assumed that the Azalea Garden dated from the original 
foundation, but the real origin is more intriguing. I am indebted here to 
conversations with the late Stanley Liberkowski, the long-standing Janitor of 
the adjacent St Margaret's School. The garden was in fact a gift to the City 
from the Danish state on behalf of the Dansk Statsradiofonriens Orkester 
(Danish State Broadcasting Orchestra, 
Copenhagen).  This orchestra was invited to 
perform at the 4th Edinburgh International 
Festival in 1950, and they were housed in 
the Suffolk Halls.

This had not been the original plan. The 
Scotsman recounted that the 100-strong 
orchestra had arrived at Leith in a 2000-ton 
Danish ship which was to to act as a 
floating hotel.  However, the crossing had been extremely rough, and most of 
the musicians had suffered severe sea-sickness. The Lord Provost and the 
Danish Consul visited the ship a couple of days later, and it seems that the 
City and the Festival organisers rapidly realised that something had to be 
done. The result was that the orchestra was transferred to the quieter (and 
more stable) Suffolk Halls, then empty for the vacation, where the very large 
public rooms also provided excellent rehearsal space.

Three concerts at the Usher Hall followed in quick succession, under the 
batons of Erik Tuxen, the orchestra's conductor, and Fritz Busch, who had 
been involved in the orchestra from its inception. The contralto Kathleen 
Ferrier, and the pianist Cladio Arrau were soloists at two of the concerts. This 
marked the first major Scandinavian contribution to the Festival and the 
concerts were very well received and warmly reviewed. The Scotsman 
observed that they had given the "the best kind of Festival offering", and the 
result of their rescue by the City, in appreciation for this hospitality, was the 
Azalea  Garden - still one of the cherished parts of the Craigmillar Park 
Conservation Area.



Community get togethers

Many areas of Edinburgh have regular street parties or other get 
togethers.  In the New Town there was one every year in the Queen St 
gardens. As far as I can discover only one happens regularly in the 
Craigmillar Park Association area.  For the last thirty years there has been 

a street party held in Mentone Terrace for the 
neighbours in the surrounding roads of Mentone 
Gardens, Moston Terrace, Bright’s Crescent and 
Glenorchy Terrace. Part of the street is closed from 
4pm to 9pm by arrangement with the police. The 
Council encourages streets to close for up to five 
days a year as they want to instigate communal 
gatherings. The council deliver barriers and signs 

with no charge. One applies through the Council’s website for the street 
closure.

The event is mainly organised by two stalwarts with many helpers.  Trestle 
tables are borrowed, BBQs installed, musicians invited and 
ice cream provided.  Attendees bring their own food which 
they can cook on the BBQs and a small donation to cover 
expenses is requested. Flyers are printed by one helper 
and they are delivered by volunteers.  Around fifty 
families attended this year.  In all the 30 years of 
organising, only once has the event had to be cancelled 
because of rain.

The Council encourages these events because it helps to establish a sense 
of community  and even though you may know your near neighbours, this 
helps to get to know people at the other end of the street.  The 
Association would like to encourage more of our neighbours to try out 
organising a street party.

Please visit our website to contact our Chair or keep up do 
date with news in the Conservation Area.
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Please join/rejoin the Association

Fill out this form and bring it with your subscription if you are attending the AGM or tear 
off and use the envelope provided to post to:-

 
Elizabeth Philp, Craigmillar Park Association, 8 Crawfurd Road, Edinburgh, EH16 5PQ.

I/We would like to join/renew membership of Craigmillar Park Association 
Circle category appropriate to you.

Full Membership: Single £6, Couple £10, Senior Citizen/Student Membership: Single £4, Couple £6. 
Cheques payable to Craigmillar Park Association.

I/We enclose  £                                           Date   

Title(s):                      Forename(s):                             Surname(s):  

Address: 

Postcode:                                        Telephone: 

Email: 

By providing the above, you agree to the CPA contacting you concerning your membership and nothing else. 
The information shall remain strictly confidential and will not be disclosed to any third party.

If you are a taxpayer and sign a GIFT AID DECLARATION your subscription is worth a further 25% to the 
Association.
I want the charity to treat the enclosed donation of £_________
Also donations made since 6 April 2000, and all donations I make from the date of this document until I 
notify you otherwise as GIFT AID DONATIONS.

Date  _____________           Signature(s) __________________________________

Notes:-
1. You can cancel this declaration at any time by notifying the Association.
2. You must pay an amount of income tax and/or capital gains tax at least equal to the tax that 

the Association reclaims on your donations in the tax year (currently 25p for each £1 you 
give).

3. If in the future your circumstances change and you no longer pay tax on your income and 
capital gains equal to the tax that the Association reclaims, you can cancel your declaration. 
(See Note 1)

4. If you pay tax at the higher rate you can claim further tax relief in your Self Assessment tax 
return.

5. If you are unsure whether your donations qualify for Gift Aid tax relief, ask us. Or ask your 
local tax office for leaflet IR113 Gift Aid.

6. Please notify the Association if you change your name or address.
7. Once signed, a fresh form is not required with each subsequent renewed subscription.


