
   CRAIGMILLAR PARK ASSOCIATION 
Committee Meeting held on Wednesday 20th June 2018 

 at 7.30pm at Crawfurd Road 
 

 
PRESENT: Ronald MacArthur (Chair), Kay Boulton (Vice-Chair), 

         Liz Philp (Treasurer & Minutes Secretary), Peter Bottomley, Wilma Elton,  
         Christine Simpson, Hilary Vandore. 

 
IN ATTENDANCE:  Allan Payne, Allen Simpson 
 
APOLOGIES: Tony Harris, Peredur Williams.  
RESIGNATION: Keith Oliver has resigned from the Committee due to frequent absences abroad. 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
1.  MINUTES 
The minutes of the committee meeting held on 28th March 2018 at Crawfurd Road were approved, 
proposed by Christine Simpson, seconded by Wilma Elton. 
 
2.  MATTERS ARISING    None not dealt with elsewhere. 
 
3.  FINANCE & MEMBERSHIP 
Liz Philp, reported that we have £5,144.99 in the bank. Since the last committee meeting we have 
received £24 in subscriptions.  Expenditure has been a total of £97.71 spent on the Nature Strips 
(£50 to Ben Elton and £47.71 towards garden tools).  Liz reported that 117 households have now 
paid their subscriptions (including 9 new members).  As agreed at the last committee meeting Liz 
has deleted all membership details from her PC and has transferred it onto two memory sticks.  One 
of these is taped to the folder containing the bank statements (which is stored in her spare room 
wardrobe) and the other taped to the bookshelf beside her PC, both clearly marked “CPA”.  Thus it 
is now considered that this data is secure.  To comply with the new data protection legislation the 
membership forms which are sent out before the AGM will now have to contain a section asking 
people to give written consent to us holding their personal data. 
 
4.  WEBSITE AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 

Website.  Chris Perring, who hosts our ISP, has worked hard on privacy policy for ourselves and 
other clients.  We have yet to receive a bill for this work.  All information on our website which 
might contravene data protection law has been removed.  There is now an Information 
Commissioner for the UK who will deal with complaints, enforcement, fines etc.  It was noted that, 
in accordance with OSCR regulations, all committee members are trustees of the CPA registered 
charity and as such would be jointly liable for any fines were we to contravene data protection law. 
 

Newsletter.  This will go out, as usual, before the AGM.  Allan Payne will use the template from 
last year, he needs a total of 6 articles, hopefully this year not including items from local politicians.  
The following were provisionally agreed:- (i) Christine to write about the current situation regarding 
the Royal Blind School site, (ii) Wilma to write about the Nature Strips, (iii) Ron will ask Tony 
Harris to write an article about Planning, (iv) Christine agreed to find someone to write about the 
Bowling Club – possibly Frances Lindsay, (v) Allen Simson agreed to do some research into the 
azalea garden in East Suffolk Park ( which was donated in 1947 by the Norwegian Radio Orchestra 
in thanks for hosting them for the first Edinburgh Festival in 1947), (vi) Hilary Vandore agreed to 
write about the street party in Mentone Terrace.  Articles should be between 300 to 400 words and 
be accompanied by photographs.  Items for the newsletter should be submitted to Allan P by the 
beginning of September so that he can produce a draft copy to be circulated to committee members 
before our next meeting on 27th September. 



It was felt that we should not produce an article about the new Suffolk Row site (former playing 
field) until the issue of the public access park is resolved.  Allen Simpson is continuing to try to get 
the lawyers for the Iqra Academy to pursue the matter with Millar Homes. Ron agreed to contact 
our MP, MSP and all Councillors to ask for written consent for including their names in the 
newsletter (data protection again!)   
 
5. MILLERS & CALA 
The former playing field site continues to be very busy, lots of noisy machinery hard at work.  
Millers have offered CPA committee members a visit to the pavilion to see what they have been up 
to – Allen S will arrange a date for this.  There was a “Community Engagement Event” held at the 
former Scottish Braille Press about the plans for the Royal Blind School site development.  Those 
who attended this felt that on the whole the plans seemed acceptable but there was not much 
detailed information.  There were some worries about the area for bins being visible from the road, 
but assurances were given that they would be obscured by thick shrubs.  Tony Harris expressed 
concern about the elevation of the houses immediately next to the railway line as this will have an 
impact on the residents of the south side of Mentone Terrace.  Alex Orr of Orbit has written to the 
CPA offering to give a presentation.  See below under AGM. 
 
6. PLANNING MATTERS. 
Tony Harris had circulated all members with a detailed list of all recent planning applications and 
their outcomes.  Of particular note were that permission was given to 26 Craigmillar Park to rebuild 
a conservatory and erect 3 garages, although both CPA and GPCC had submitted objections to the 
application, also that the proprietor of the pre-school nursery at 4 East Suffolk Road (formerly part 
of St Margaret’s School), having been refused permission to convert the building into 6 dwellings, 
had appealed the decision and a Reporter was to make a site visit on 11th June – the result of this 
appeal is unknown.  
 
7. NATURE STRIPS 
Wilma Elton reported that Louise Baker and her group, who deal with the Nature Strip on the south 
side of Suffolk Road continue to work tirelessly, tidying up the whole area including removal of 
laurels. Where the laurels have been removed nice deciduous trees have been revealed, however it 
was noted that unless one can get all their roots out the laurels will regenerate and to get the said 
roots out is fiendishly difficult at any time, particularly this year as the ground is hard due to recent 
lack of rainfall.  Appropriate plants need to be put in to replace the laurels.    At last year’s AGM Ian 
Morrison’s proposed Five Year Plan seemed really promising BUT nothing seems to have 
happened, the council have extremely limited manpower, Ian has not responded to Wilma’s Emails, 
although the council did come and remove some of the vegetation which had been removed.  It was 
thus agreed that it is just as well that we took action ourselves as nobody from the council is able to 
do so.  The committee agreed that the work on the Nature Strips has encouraged good community 
spirit in the areas involved and it was agreed that we should continue to support the work, which is a 
good use of our funds.  Wilma was authorized to spend more money, but not to exceed £1,000. 
 
8.  ANNUAL GENERAL METING 
A provisional date of 25th October was proposed, subject to availability of a venue.  Various venues 
were suggested.  Later confirmed that the AGM will definitely be at Craigmillar Park Church Hall on 
Thursday 25th October 2018.  Ron will contact Alex Orr of Orbit, taking him up on his offer of a 
presentation on the Royal Blind School site.  It was suggested that a speaker from the Cockburn 
Association would also be a good idea, able to discuss the conversion of listed buildings. 
 
9.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING  Thursday 27th September at Crawfurd Road. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting ended at 9.40pm   


