
CRAIGMILLAR PARK ASSOCIATION 
Committee Meeting held on Wednesday 28th March 2018 

 at 7.30pm at Crawfurd Road 
 

 
PRESENT: Ronald MacArthur (Chair), Kay Boulton (Vice-Chair), 

         Liz Philp (Treasurer & Minutes Secretary), Wilma Elton,  
         Christine Simpson, Hilary Vandore. 

 
IN ATTENDANCE:  Allan Payne. 
 
APOLOGIES:  Peter Bottomley, Tony Harris, Keith Oliver, Allen Simpson Peredur Williams. 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
1.  MINUTES 
The minutes of the committee meeting held on 22nd November 2017 at 10 Crawfurd Road were 
approved as proposed by Ron MacArthur and Liz Philp. 
 
2.  MATTERS ARISING    None not dealt with elsewhere. 
 
3.  FINANCE & MEMBERSHIP 
Liz Philp, reported that we have £5,238.70 in the bank. Since the last committee meeting we have 
received £175 in subscriptions and a donation of £45 from Eileen Francis for the Nature Strips. 
Expenditure has been £100 for the hire of Craigmillar Park Church Hall for the AGM, £40 to the 
Cockburn Association and a total of £345.87 spent on the Nature Strips, including £92.93 for heavy 
duty garden tools and several payments to the gardener,Ben Morgan. Ron MacArthur is now a 
signatory on our bank account, Peredur remains as a signatory along with Ron and Liz.  Liz reported 
that 109 households have now paid their subscriptions (including 8 new members).  After the last 
meeting, as agreed by the committee, Liz sent out an Email to 45 people gently inviting them to 
renew.  This resulted in 10 people paying their subscriptions.  
 
4. NATURE STRIPS 
Wilma Elton reported that Louise Baker and her group, who deal with the Nature Strip on the south 
side of Suffolk Road, have worked tirelessly, tidying up the whole area including removal of laurels.  
They have asked for more equipment at a cost of £47.71.  It was agreed that Eileen Francis’s 
donation of £45 should go towards this.  The tools which we have purchased are being housed by 
Wilma.  Wilma’s section, the far end of Gilmour Road between Lygon and Wilton Roads, has had 
large rockery stones put in place.  These were acquired from Freecycle but Ben Morgan was paid to 
collect and lay them.  They form a neat barrier holding in the new topsoil.  It so happens that Ben’s 
wife works at St Margaret’s Nursery and she hopes to encourage visits by the children and staff, with 
a local resident to give a little talk, to see what has been done to tidy up the Nature Strips – this 
would promote community awareness and hopefully deter littering.  The Nature Strips groups plan a 
meeting in the near future to decide on their strategy for 2018. 
 
5. PLANNING MATTERS. 
Ron reported that the application to replace the Nursery at East Suffolk Road with 6 dwellings was 
refused.  A resubmission after modifications is anticipated.  An application has been made to install 
a garage and new entrance at 26 Craigmillar Park, we objected to this application.  No decision has 
yet been made.  Various applications for tree surgery, to which we did not object, have been 
approved.  An application has been submitted for a house in Granby Road to put in aluminium 
doors.  We await the opinion of Tony Harris, currently on holiday, on this application. 
 
 



6. MILLERS & CALA 
The former Playing Field site has been very busy, lots of noisy machinery hard at work. The houses 
are to be called Suffolk Row and are currently advertised on Savill’s website.  Ten 5-bedroom (each 
with en suite bathroom) houses at a fixed prices of £1.2 million. Some to be available from October 
2018, with a completion date of March 2019 for the whole site.  Regarding the Royal Blind School 
site, Councillor Cameron Rose reported on the GPCC website that the issue of real burdens has 
been resolved and missives have now been signed, so a planning application by CALA is imminent, 
but there will probably be no building for about two years. 
 
 
7. DATA PROTECTION 
New regulations on Data Protection come into force on 25th May.  These affect all EU countries.  
Although aimed at large organisations like Facebook and Google, we fall into the net.  We will in 
future require signed consent for holding any personal data, such as phone numbers and Email 
addresses, and such data must NOT be held on a computer but on one single memory stick (or 
separate hard drive).  Members cannot opt out of this requirement, they must opt in by singing a 
form.  We will send out forms but in the meantime Liz agreed to transfer all the data she has on her 
PC onto a NEW Memory Stick and delete it from her PC.  The contact details of our MP, MSP and 
councillors are on our website.  Ron will need to contact them to get their written consent for these 
details to remqain.  Allan Payne agreed to contact C J Perring about how the new data protection 
laws affect cookies. 
 
 
8.  WEBSITE AND COMMUNICATIONS 
Wilma agreed to send Allan an update on the Nature Strips, with appropriate photographs, after the 
imminent meeting of the groups involved.  She will emphasise that the work has been made possible 
by generous financial support from the CPA. 
 
 
9. AOB 
Wilma had contacted our MSP Daniel Johnson regarding litter, especially at bus stops, notably the 
one by the Travelodge.  He said that only two people are working on this in South Edinburgh.  Ron 
considered that this is a subject which should rather be taken up by the GPCC than ourselves. 
 
 
8.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
Wednesday 20th June 2018 at 7.30pm at Crawfurd Road. 
 
  
There being no further business, the meeting ended at 9.10pm   


