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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
 Thursday 26th OCTOBER 2017 at 7.30pm

All residents in the conservation area are invited to the Annual General 
Meeting of the Craigmillar Park Association which will take place on  
Thursday 26th October in the Church Hall of Craigmillar Park Church at 7.30 
pm. AGM Business will be followed by a talk by Ian Morrison, head of 
Edinburgh City Council's Forestry Department. Tea and coffee will be served 
after the meeting.

CPA supports Edinburgh City Council Open Space Strategy 2021

Open Space 2021 was approved by the Planning Committee in December 
2016. The aim is to protect, look after and expand the city’s network of 
green spaces over the next five years. 

In the spirit of Open Space 2021 the Craigmillar Park Association has been 
thinking about the green spaces in its own conservation area. We value the 
thoughtfulness of the local council in the late 19th century which built an 

estate incorporating several green spaces and we 
regret the loss of the green space in East Suffolk 
Road. The importance of preserving what remains 
is a live issue on the CPA agenda as you will note 
in Peredur William’s  planning report for 2016-17. 

Waverley Tennis Club, at 22 Suffolk Road, was 
established in 1885. It now has four artificial grass 
tennis courts which are all flood lit, one mini-
tennis court and two squash courts with a viewing 

gallery. Recently work has been completed on the exterior of the building to 
remove asbestos. The clubhouse is now painted 
white and is set in generous green space. 

We also value the presence of the Craigmillar 
Park Bowling Club in Gilmour Road which is open 
to social members as well as playing members 
and holds a number of social events throughout 
the year. While  encouraging support for activities 
which enhance the local environment, CPA has  
turned its attention to the care and maintenance 
of the nature strips in our locality. Wilma Elton reports in this newsletter on 



the Nature Strips Project which she has convened on behalf of CPA.
CPA has also contributed funding this year to the Newington Cemetery 
conservation project sponsored by the Grange and Prestonfield Community 
Council. Several members are involved in the voluntary conservation working 
party in the cemetery.
CPA welcomes new members so come and join us.
Eileen Francis, Chair CPA

Hon. Secretary Dr Peredur Williams is responsible for responding on 
behalf of CPA to Edinburgh City Council’s planning proposals, he 
writes:

Edinburgh is a beautiful and historic city, and it is not surprising that a large 
number of areas of particular architectural merit, historical or other interest 
have been designated as Conservation Areas. There are - at last count - 49 

Conservation Areas in the city, and we are 
fortunate to live in one of them, the Craigmillar 
Park Conservation Area. The objectives of the 
CPA include the preservation of the qualities that 
contribute to the character of the Conservation 
Area, as defined in the Character Appraisal 
published by the City Council.  To further this 
objective, the Secretary checks all planning 
proposals submitted to the Council that fall 

within the Conservation Area and asks Committee members to look at those 
that may be inconsistent with the principles described in the Character 
Appraisal. Possibly problematic are applications for extensions which appear, 
when viewed from the street, to be out of keeping with the original and 
nearby properties, or which greatly increase paved parking provision, 
thereby covering a disproportionate fraction of the land. The last would be 
out of keeping with the Character Appraisal, which makes much of the 
important relationship between building and open garden space within the 
Conservation Area. After discussion, and input from neighbours, the CPA 
objected to four such applications this year. Two were withdrawn by the 
applicants and revised, one with a significantly improved design, and one 
was refused by the Council planners. 
The long running case of the proposal by Miller Homes to build houses on the 
playing field previously used by St Margaret's School, which was refused by 
the Council but taken to appeal, has moved on. The appeal was granted on 
25 January 2017 subject to conditions, including that, before any 
development to construct the new housing or associated access road 
commenced, the works to relocate the category C listed pavilion should be 
completed to the satisfaction of the planning authority. This work has begun 
at the time of writing, the foundations for the base of the pavilion in its new 
location have been poured and slates have been removed from the roof, 
presumably to lighten the building.



As required by the Scottish Government Reporter, Miller Homes and the 
Council entered into a "Section 75" agreement stating, inter alia:5.1 Prior to 
the Completion of Construction of the final Residential 
Unit, the Proprietors shall procure the Open Space 
Works are completed to the satisfaction of the 
Council (acting reasonably). The Proprietors shall, 
from completion of the Open Space Works until such 
time as an alternative arrangement is approved by 
the Council (a) procure that the Open Space Area and 
the Pavilion are accessible to members of the public; 
and (b) maintain the Open Space Area and the 
Pavilion to the satisfaction of the Council (acting 
reasonably). The Open Space Area refers to that part 
of the field not designated for the houses, and 
includes the relocated pavilion, (picture shows it 
being lowered into its new location). Currently the field is fenced off and we 
look forward to the restoration of public access to the open space.

Wilma Elton, coordinator of the CPA Nature Strips Project reports:

There are now eight new volunteers to add to the original team of ten and 
during the coming months we hope to continue with various tasks. The 
volunteers report: 
Strip 1 (east side of Granby Road between Suffolk and West Savile) has 
many beautiful and varied mature trees, but underneath is dominated by 
laurel which does not decompose well, blocking out light and preventing 
anything else from getting established. The initial work involved clearing 

piles of discarded vegetation, and we 
were grateful for regular pick-ups by 
the council workers. Pruning has 
opened up the land and enabled the 
planting of ground cover to brighten up 
what is quite a shady site with not 
much colour. The long term aim is to 
have a rolling programme: taking out 
one or two laurel and replacing with 
medium-height indigenous shrubs.  In 
add i t i o n t o t he wo rk done by 

volunteers, the Council removed a 
diseased elm tree. 
Strip 2 (Gilmour Road bounded by Suffolk and West Savile) has been well 
maintained by the residents living closest to it, including litter-picking every 
couple of weeks. A notice has been attached to a post asking a car owner 
who parks in this area to put their plastic and other waste into the bag 
provided.        



In Strip 3 (Suffolk Road from Gilmour Road to Craigmillar Park) attempts 
have been made to clear out laurel with varying success. Here and in strip 4 
there is also an ongoing litter problem especially at the Craigmillar Park end 
which borders the private nursery.  It has been agreed we should ask the 
council to install a large bin towards the nursery end 
of Suffolk Road and there is also a need for a notice, 
reminding people to dispose of litter responsibly.   

In Strip 4 (South side of Suffolk Road from 
Craigmillar Park to Gilmour Road) some great work 
clearing vegetation from pavements and tidying the 
areas around the fences, was carried out by Jason 
King and a group of Duke of Edinburgh volunteers at 
the beginning of 2017. The area between Craigmillar 
Park and Suffolk Road Lane is dominated by thick 
laurel and mahonia with very little growing beneath 
it. Some thinning of these was carried out to 
encourage a greater variety of plants to flourish. In 
the area between Suffolk Road Lane and Gilmour 
Road some self-seeded sycamores have been removed and overgrown 
mahonia and box has been cut back. As the year has progressed it has been 
interesting to watch the variety of plants and fungi growing through the 
seasons. In the west end of the strip some native plants and ferns have been 
planted including foxgloves, woodruff and wild strawberries. 

Strip 5 (Gilmour Road between Wilton and Lygon Roads). Following the 
removal of the fence, access to the immediate border has been possible. The 

ground is hard, root-bound and very dry 
because of overhanging laurel and other 
vegetation and is very difficult to work. 
The aim is to remove the brambles, self-
seeded sycamores and other plants 
which used to overhang the fence and 
then thickly plant the first metre or so of 
the bed with hardy, perennial, native 
plants. We are looking forward to some 
help from the Council’s forestry team to 
remove dead trees and excessive 

laurel. We would welcome more volunteers   especially from Wilton Road. If 
you are unable to offer physical help, perhaps you could contribute 
financially for some top soil, bulbs etc. Please send cheques marked on the 
back “Nature Strip” to CPA or contact me  wilmaelton@yahoo.co.uk.

 



A message from Daniel Johnson MSP

It is a pleasure to write for the Craigmillar Park Association newsletter for the 
first time. As a relatively new MSP (elected in May 2016), the national issues 
– a referendum on Brexit, a snap election, a possible second independence 
referendum – have dominated recent political discourse. Clearly, those are 

important issues, but I want to assure you that in 
my first 18 months as your MSP, I have been 
equally busy on local issues.

One of the most common issues raised by 
constituents is the planning system. We need a 
planning system that works for every area of our 
city and of our country. In the Craigmillar Park 
Conservation Area, residents have faced their share 
of battles – most notably with the land in East 
Suffolk Park. From a Scott ish Par l iament 
perspective, it is important that the national rules 

are fit for purpose, and that Governments and Councils put them into 
practice in a fair manner.

I am pleased that the Scottish Government are now coming to the end of 
their major review of the planning process. That will likely conclude with a 
Parliamentary Bill being brought forward, and scrutiny from the Parliament 
will be needed to ensure that the best possible rules and structures are in 
place. I would encourage that scrutiny to go beyond Holyrood’s committee 
rooms and chamber. 

Organisations such as the Craigmillar Park Association have a huge part to 
play, as do individuals. As it makes its way through Parliament, please 
ensure that your voice is heard in that process. If you would like to get in 
touch with me, with your thoughts on how the planning process can improve, 
then please email me at daniel.johnson.msp@parliament.scot or write to 134 
Comiston Road, Edinburgh, EH10 5QN.

Craigmillar Park is an area of special architectural and historic interest for our 
city. The important work done by local residents and the CPA to ensure that 
the area continues to thrive and is preserved for future generations is to be 
very much welcomed, and I look forward to working closely with you through 
my term as your MSP. 



CPA is one of the local organisations  registered as a member of  the 
GPCC. In 2017 we contributed to the continuing restoration of 
Newington Cemetery.

The Friends of Newington Cemetery was set up by the Grange and 
Prestonfield Community Council in 2013 to work with the City of Edinburgh 
Council to restore Newington Cemetery. Opened in 1846 and covering 14 
acres, the cemetery was originally designed as part of the garden cemetery 
movement to encourage visiting families to enjoy the trees and environment. 
While respectfully remembering the prime function of the cemetery, 
members of the community council have organised a series of events this 
year to encourage new visitors, including children and families.

In February we were invited to A Snowdrop 
Discovery Walk to discover the many snowdrops to 
be found in the cemetery. In April children and 
families, with the support of the RSPB and 
volunteers, were involved in making a community 
nature trail, discovering plants and wild life, building 
a bug hotel and nest boxes. In June these activities 
continued with  a big bird and butterfly count. More 
than 40 children and families visited the cemetery 
to take part in these activities. 

Sunday 24 September was Doors Open Day at 
Newington Cemetery and volunteers with the 
monthly working party had worked hard to 
clear the ground and the graves. The focus 
was on World War 1 and a guided walk told 
the story of its impact on one local family. 
Another guided walk focussed on the religious 
diversity of the cemetery. Nature trail activities 
for children, parents and grandparents were 
also a feature of the day.

Further information can be found at newington-cemetery.org.uk  
grangeprestonfieldcc.org.uk  or  facebook.com/gpccedinburgh

Visit our website for all the latest news, use the contact 
form to get in touch if you can help in any way.
craigmillar-park.org.uk



Ian Murray MP for Edinburgh South writes:

"Thank you again for giving me the opportunity to contribute to your 
wonderful newsletter. Since writing last year a lot has happened both locally 
and as your Member of Parliament. The unexpected General Election in June 
followed the Council elections that saw some changes to your local 
Councillors. Regardless of political persuasion, I know they will all work very 
hard for the local community and support the CPA.

I was delighted to be reelected in June with an increased majority of over 
15,500 and, as I have done after every election, will 
work tirelessly for the local community. I'm very 
much of the view that any elected member at any 
level should have, first and foremost, the concerns 
and issues of those that elect them at the top of their 
agenda. I have always lived by that rule and I will 
continue to do so regardless of how people voted or if 
they voted at all. This new parliament will be 
dominated by Brexit. 

I can give you a cast iron guarantee that I will continue 
to represent the 78% of Edinburgh South residents who voted to remain. My 
priority is to make the sensible case for continued membership of both the 
Single Market and Customs Union. That is the only way, in my view, to 
protect the local economy and support jobs here. Locally, thanks to the CPA 
and residents, we have fought together to support the conservation area and 
tried to have inappropriate planning applications rejected. We were 
disappointed to lose the application at East Suffolk but a small consolation 
prize is the restoration of the pavilion. We now need to ensure it is 
appropriately utilised for the benefit of the community. We continue to work 
together on issues such as housebreaking and the restoration of local 
community policing, capacity at local GP practices and catchment schools, 
the state of repair of local infrastructure, the protection of the conservation 
area, opportunities for young people, and support for the elderly. These are 
all things that are brought to my attention by local people. I'm sure we will 
continue to come back to the nature strips, the developments at Kings 
Buildings and the former Royal Blind School, and, of course, how we reform 
planning to make it more responsive to communities.

Whatever the issue my office team and I are here to help and provide 
support whenever it is required. House of Commons: 0207 219 7064 Write: 
31 Minto Street, Edinburgh.

ianmurraymp.co.uk



Please join/rejoin the Association

Fill out this form and bring it with your subscription if you are attending the AGM 
or tear off and use the envelope provided to post to:-

 
Elizabeth Philp, Craigmillar Park Association, 8 Crawfurd Road, Edinburgh, EH16 5PQ.

I/We would like to join/renew membership of Craigmillar Park Association 
Circle category appropriate to you.

Full Membership: Single £6, Couple £10, Senior Citizen/Student Membership: Single £4, 
Couple £6. Cheques payable to Craigmillar Park Association.

I/We enclose  £______________                   Date  ________________

Title(s)  _____   Forename(s)  ____________________  Surname(s)  _________________

Address______________________________________________________________   

Postcode  ________________________  Telephone  __________________________

Email  _______________________________________________________________

If you are a taxpayer and sign a GIFT AID DECLARATION your subscription is worth a further 25% 
to the Association.

I want the charity to treat the enclosed donation of £_________
Also donations made since 6 April 2000, and all donations I make from the date of this document 
until I notify you otherwise as GIFT AID DONATIONS.

Date  _____________           Signature(s) __________________________________

Notes:-
1. You can cancel this declaration at any time by notifying the Association.
2. You must pay an amount of income tax and/or capital gains tax at least equal to the tax that 

the Association reclaims on your donations in the tax year (currently 25p for each £1 you 
give).

3. If in the future your circumstances change and you no longer pay tax on your income and 
capital gains equal to the tax that the Association reclaims, you can cancel your declaration. 
(See Note 1)

4. If you pay tax at the higher rate you can claim further tax relief in your Self Assessment tax 
return.

5. If you are unsure whether your donations qualify for Gift Aid tax relief, ask us. Or ask your 
local tax office for leaflet IR113 Gift Aid.

6. Please notify the Association if you change your name or address.
7. Once signed, a fresh form is not required with each subsequent renewed subscription.


