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AGM 7.30pm
Craigmillar Park Church Hall

Wednesday 29th October, 2014
The Craigmillar Park Church Hall is adjacent to the entrance of the 
Royal Blind School.  We look forward to seeing you there.  There will 
be the usual Association business followed by a talk.  We are lucky 
to have Janet Sidaway, Convener of the Newington Cemetery Group 
giving the talk, which will be about the Newington Cemetry.  We 
hope you will find it interesting.

! !

Message from our Chair
	   	   	   	  This	   year,	   in	   particular,	   I	   have	   been	   forcefully	   reminded	   of	   the	  
importance	  of	  a	  strong	  neighbourhood	  association	  in	  campaigning	  for	  
what	  we	  think	  is	  right	  for	  our	  own	  area.	  No	  one	  knows	  better!	  
	  	  	  	  There	  are	  a	  few	  major	  planning	  and	  transportation	  issues	  brewing	  on	  our	  
doorsteps.	  Developers	  are	  resurrecting	  plans	  to	  develop	  the	  former	  playing	  
;ield	  at	  the	  eastern	  end	  of	  Crawfurd	  Road,	  the	  site	  of	  a	  major	  planning	  battle	  
some	  years	   ago,	   that	   the	  Craigmillar	   Park	  Association	  helped	  win.	  We	   see	  
many	   people	   enjoying	   the	   informal	   use	   of	   the	   open	   space	   currently	   and	  
hope	  that	  recreational	  use	  will	  continue	  in	  an	  area	  which	  is	   short	  of	  public	  
open	  space	  at	  present.	  	  	  	  	  
	   	   	   	   Although	  we	  do	   not	   yet	  know	  of	  any	  detailed	  proposals,	   the	  sale	  of	  the	  
former	  Royal	   Blind	  School	   is	   bound	   to	   bring	  about	   signi;icant	   changes	   at	  
some	  point	  in	  the	  future	  and	  the	  Association	  is	  keeping	  a	   	  careful	  watching	  
brief.
	  	  	  	  	  	  We	  are	  hopeful	  that	  at	  least	  part	  of	  our	  area	  south	  of	  the	  railway	  line	  will	  
;inally	   be	   getting	   a	   new	   controlled	   parking	   zone	   in	   the	  
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	   near future.	   	   Commuter	   parking	   continues	   to	   be	   a	  
problem	  for	   local	   people	   there	  and	  we	   can	  see	   that	   similar	   zones	   already	  
implemented	  to	  the	  north	  are	  popular	  with	  local	  residents.
	  	   	  	  I	  have	  been	  involved	  with	  the	  Association	  since	  its	  inception	  in	  the	  1990s	  
and	  am	  stepping	  down	   this	   year	  as	  Chair.	   It	   is	  of	  vital	   importance	  that	  we	  
are	  attracting	  new,	   active	  members	   to	   carry	   on	   the	  Association’s	   valuable	  
work	   into	   the	   future.	   There	  will	   always	   be	   new	   issues	   to	   deal	  with!	   I	   am	  
proud	   of	   the	   community	   spirit	   that	   I	   have	   found	   in	   south	  Edinburgh	  and	  
would	   encourage	  everyone	   to	   consider	  how	   they	  might	   be	  able	  to	   help	   in	  
the	  future.
	  	  	  I	  am	  also	  reminded	  that	  we	  are	  stronger	  when	  we	  are	  all	  working	  together.	  
When	  the	  Association	  was	  set	  up,	  I	  remember	  speci;ically	  deciding	   that	  we	  
did	   not	   want	   to	   be	   a	   ‘Residents	   Association’	   only	   –	   we	   want	   to	   include	  
schools,	  places	  of	  worship,	  businesses….everyone	  in	  the	  area.
	  	  	  	  I	  look	  forward	  to	  seeing	  everyone	  at	  the	  AGM	  on	  29	  October!
	  	  	  	  	  Thank	  you	  for	  your	  support

Marilyn	  Higgins,	  Chair
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Message from the Editor
   I’m afraid you’ve got me once again!  I thought that I had retired from the job but 
somehow it just  hasn’t quite happened!  I hope that after the AGM I will not be quite 
so involved and that someone else will take over the bulk of the work of running the 
Newsletter and the Website. I will just act as emergency back-up!
    I have really enjoyed my involvement with the Association and am so grateful for 
all the support  that I have received from everyone, in particular my deliverers, who 
have been just wonderful.  I do hope that you will continue to help whoever steps 
into my shoes.
    At the AGM we will be looking for a new Chair.  Marilyn has done two stints in 
the job and deserves to enjoy  her retirement.  Please can you all think if you know of 
anyone who might fit  the post, and let us know.  We need someone who lives in the 
Area and is prepared to devote a little of their time.  They would receive very  good 
support from the Committee, some of whom have been there a long time and are 
very  knowledgeable about local planning matters, which affect Conservation Areas.  
The job is interesting, can be very rewarding and is really  not too time consuming, as 
we only hold meetings a few times a year, when matters arrise and before the AGM.
    Sadly I won’t  be here for the AGM, as I will be in Africa to be at the end of my 
daughter Mimi Anderson’s epic 2,350km run along the Freedom Trail.  All very 
exciting.  She is doing really well so far.
     I will hopefully be there next year.  I hope you all have a wonderful  Christmas 
and prosperous New Year.                                                            Merrilie, Editor  
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  We all love our local green and open spaces.   They provide a sanctuary from our 
busy city.   We all know that the jewels in the Edinburgh crown will always be protected - 
Princes Street Gardens, The Meadows and Inch Park to name a few.   However, a 
question consistently asked by residents in the Craigmillar Park area is how we protect 
our local open spaces.
   Over decades there has been a number of campaigns to prevent development on a 
number of local sites, including at East Suffolk Road and with the significant number of 
houses that Edinburgh has been instructed to build by the Scottish Government, these 
open spaces are up  for debate again.   The owners of the East Suffolk site are back 
again with development plans.
     Iʼm not anti-development in any way as there is a housing crisis in Scotland and, in 
particular Edinburgh.  The number of affordable and social homes available is at critical 
levels and it is affecting a large number of my constituents.   However, it should not be 
development at any cost and the planning system must reflect the concerns of local 
communities.  
    I think the planning system is broken.  Until it is fixed we will have to continue to fight 
inappropriate development on our cherished open spaces.
    The example I could use would be the recent approval of the development at the old 
Napier Craighouse campus.   Despite widespread and consistent opposition, local 
people have been let down due to the lack of a credible planning system.
    I made clear during my representation to the Planning Committee Hearing that public 
trust and confidence in the planning system was at stake given the overwhelming 
opposition running into thousands of local people.  Now that it has passed, where does 
that leave planning and our open spaces?
    I think the Scottish Government must look urgently at whether planning law is fit for 
purpose and I have written to the Scottish Governmentʼs Planning Minister to ask him to 
look into these issues.   If the current position is to deliver a planning led system that 
works in partnership  with local people, then the Craighouse application should have 
been refused as it breached a plethora of current planning policies.
    I think the age old debate on third party right of appeal must be looked at again to 
restore public confidence in the system.   It would have to be designed to ensure that it 
could not be abused but in the context of Craighouse it could be used to re-examine the 
application based on the views of local people.
    I am worried about the precedent that this approval sets for other protected local 
green spaces.   It also demonstrates a further erosion of trust and confidence in 
planning.   This is especially concerning given the Royal Blind site that is to be 
developed soon and the problems when St Margaretʼs school closed.
    Frankly, the planning system is broken, itʼs about time it was fixed.  In the meantime, I 
will continue to support local communities in protecting our valuable and cherished open 
spaces.  The residents in the Craigmillar Park Association area deserve nothing less.
    Then there is the ongoing drama of the local “nature strips” but thatʼs a whole other 
story…..

Ian Murray, Member of Parliament for Edinburgh South 
and Shadow Minister for Trade and Investment   

 Fr om Ian  Mur r ay  MP
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S O M E  U S E F U L  C O N T A C T S

Edinburgh Council: 200 2000 
justask@edinburgh.gov.uk
www.edinburgh.gov.uk/contact
South Central Neighbourhood 
Partnership.  SFC South 
Neighbourhood team Twitter
@south_team South Edinburgh - 
0131 529 5151
southteam@edinburgh.gov.uk 
Craigmillar Park Information:
info@craigmillar-park.co.uk
www.craigmillar-park.co.uk
merrilie@blueyonder.co.uk  
Royal Infirmary: 242 1000

Local Police:  0131 311 3131
enquiries@lbp.pnn.police.uk 
ADivSNTsouthsidenewington@lbp
.pnn.police.uk
Local Library
http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/
libraries/newington/newington.html
Clarence: 0800 232323
Clarence@edinburgh.gov.uk
GAS - Emergency:  0800 111 999 
NHS 24 Help: 08454 24 24 24
Information: 0800 22 44 88 (8am to 
10pm, 7 days)
AA:   0845 769 7555 

Message from Community Council

   Grange Prestonfield Community Council.
   The Craigmillar Park Association is represented on the GPCC by  Tony  Harris, 
former Secretary  of CPA and its current planning adviser.  Tony  was elected 
Chair of the GPCC in October 2013 and is joined by  Eileen Francis, a member 
of the CPA Executive committee.
   The recent GPCC newsletter distributed throughout the area in August 2014 
describes the current focus of the work of the council:
   Planning matters: Half the GPCC has conservation status and the 
community  council looks at the impact of planning proposals on the area. 
Proposals which affect designated open spaces or applications which could 
affect residents or businesses are reviewed and comments on consultation 
documents are submitted. Concerns can be communicated to planning@gp-
cc.org.uk.
   Newington Cemetery Interest Group: The Community  Council has formed a 
group of volunteers interested in the past, present and future of  Newington 
Cemetery. It is hoped to form working parties to restore the cemetery  in the 
coming year.  The cemetery  was included in the Cockburn Societyʼs Edinburgh 
Open Doors weekend on 28th September . Please contact Janet Sidaway for 
further information.janet.sidaway@gp-cc.org.uk 
Janet will be speaking at the  CPA AGM on 29th October. Continued on page 5
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 Roads/ Transport Sub-group:Graham Dann is convener 
of this new sub-group( email transport@gp-cc.org.uk) and welcomes comments 
on issues which affect residents in the local area.
   Residents Priority Parking: The GPCC was instrumental in establishing the 
idea of RPP. Implementation in the Gilmour Road area will begin in November 
2014. It is hoped that restrictions on parking for 90 minutes in the morning will 
discourage commuter parking. Some concerns from residents about the 
implementation of the policy   have been expressed and it would be helpful if 
any comments to the City  Council could also be copied to the GPCC. ( email 
planning@gp-cc .org.uk).
   Waste and Recycling: This Autumn the City  Council will provide, for a trial 
period, large new bins for recycling waste.  The new bin will replace the current 
red and blue boxes. Collection of garden waste and food waste will continue as 
before. The aim is to encourage residents to recycle as much waste as 
possible. Residents are asked to note the effectiveness of these changes and 
communicate their comments on the new system to the City  Council, copied to 
the GPCC. Further details are available on the City  Council website 
www.edinburgh.gov.uk/recycle.
    All meetings of the Community Council are open to members of the 
public. Meetings are held at Cameron House Education Centre, 34 Prestonfield 
Avenue EH16 5EU at 7pm on  the third Wednesday  of each month except July  , 
August and December.  Minutes and agendas can be found on the website 
www.gp-cc.org.uk

Eileen Francis.

Continued from page 4 

 Financial report
In mid August we had funds of £4,147 in the bank.

   With the issue of the planning application for housing on the former East 
Suffolk Road Playing field ongoing, we are likely to incur costs which will 
deplete our reserves.  We encourage you to pay your subscriptions and we 
thank you for your support, and please try to encourage new members. 
Please fill in your Membership  forms and bring them to the AGM  or send 
them, in the enclosed envelope. Please Gift Aid if you can.  It really does 
help us. 
    I will be stepping down from the role of Treasurer at  the AGM, so if you are 
willing to take on the role please contact me. Liz Philp was elected at the AGM 
last year, and has agreed to keep this on for the time being, if no one else 
comes forward.

http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/recycle
http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/recycle
http://www.gp-cc.org.uk
http://www.gp-cc.org.uk
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Ian Murray MP 662 4520 Twice weekly Advice Sessions:
Mon & Fri at 9.15am 31 Minto street. 3rd Sat of  Month Gracemount 
Leisure Centre 9am. Liberton High School 10 am. Minto street Office 
11am  The Open Door, 420 Morningside Rd. 12 Noon. Waitrose 1pm
ian@ianmurraymp.co.uk       www.ianmurraymp.co.uk 

Your Politicians’ contacts details

Cameron Rose  Please email or telephone if  you want to arrange to meet.  I 
will be happy to come to where you are.  Tel: 529 4078
cameron.rose@edinburgh.gov.uk    cameronrose.blogspot.com 
Twitter: @cameronrose

Jim Orr  Surgeries: 3rd Monday each month (not July or December) 
Cameron House Community Centre 6pm. Newington Library 7pm.  4th 
Monday each month (not July or December) Southside Community Centre 
6pm. (or by appointment)
jim.orr@edinburgh.gov.uk  529 3290
http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/councillors/90/jim_orr

Ian Perry   Surgeries:  31 Minto St. 1st Monday 7:00pm Southside 
Community Centre 2nd Monday (not July and August) 6:00pm. Braidwood 
Centre, Dumbiedykes 3rd Monday 7:00pm. Cameron House Community 
Centre 4th Monday Monday (during school term) 7:00pm.  The Butterflies 
Cafe, Marchmont St Giles Parish Church, 4th Wednesday (during school 
term) 12:30pm - 1.00pm 
ian.perry@edinburgh.gov.uk 529 3288

Steve Burgess   Surgeries: If  you would like to speak to me about any 
issue please phone, email or write to me and we can arrange a convenient 
time to meet at a local venue, your home or the City Chambers. EH1 1YJ. 
steve.burgess@edinburgh.gov.uk   529 3274 

Your Councillors’ contact details

Jim Eadie MSP 348 6283 Constituency Office - 13-15 Morningside Drive.  
Surgeries: Every Monday & Friday 10am to 12pm at above Office.  2nd 
Sat each month Fountainbridge Library 10am-10.45.  The Mull Room 
(Marchmont, St Gilles’ Parish Church, 1a Kilgraston Rd. 11 - 12noon. Inch 
Community Centre (225 Gilmerton Rd) 12.15 - 1pm.  3rd Thurs each month 
Cameron House Community Centre (34 Prestonfield Rd.) from 6-7pm.  
Jim.Eadie.msp@scottish.parliament.uk  
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Message from Peredur
At the last AGM, you elected me Vice Chair so why, then, am I writing as 
Secretary? This came about because our elected Secretary, Tony Harris, 
became increasingly concerned that his simultaneous role as Chairman of the 
Grange Prestonfield Community Council could lead to conflicts of interest. He 
stood down at  the Committee meeting on April 2nd and I was elected in his 
place. Tony offered to continue to offer advice and I personally have been most 
grateful for this as I have begun to move up the learning curve. This has 
included studying planning applications. In the process of looking at sites, I've 
got to know more of our Conservation Area, seeing buildings I've walked past 
many times before with new eyes, and come to appreciate that the attractiveness 
of our surroundings comes not so much from the individual buildings as from 
the harmony of the streets as a whole. As you know from the Special Issues of 
the Newsletter plopping through your letterboxes in the last few weeks, the 
Association has been concerned with the draft Second Local Development Plan. 
The Plan contains a strategy for the future development of the city, setting out 
policies and proposals to guide future development and use of land - effectively 
the basis for decision making on planning applications. This is a protracted 
process: after the public consultation ending October 3, and further 
consideration by the Council, it goes to Scottish Ministers in February 2015, 
who are scheduled to report on it around this time next year. The plan has 
implications all over the City; those local to our Conservation Area include the 
designation of the playing field near East Suffolk Road as Open Space and the 
earmarking of the recently vacated buildings of the Royal Blind School for 
development of flats. The CPA has made representations on both these issues. 
The next twelve months may see significant movement on both these issues, and 
on others affecting us, so please come to the AGM  to elect a Committee to 
represent your concerns. This Open Doors weekend, I visited the Newington 
Cemetary  and am sure that our invited speaker,  Janet Sidaway will give a most 
interesting talk on it - another reason for coming to the AGM. See you there!

Peredur Williams, Secretary & Vice Chair

WEBSITE
www.craigmillar-park.org.uk

   Please take a look at the website.  We try to keep it up to date and put 
important items on the News page which you can get straight to from the bottom 
of the Home page.  Do please contact us if there is anything you feel we should 
know or can help with.  Thank you Merrilie

http://www.craigmillar-park.org.uk
http://www.craigmillar-park.org.uk
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Editor Merrilie Cameron, Printed by Greenprint Edinburgh LTD 0131 662 0302
 The views expressed in this Newsletter do not necessarily represent the views of the Association.  

Reproduction of material in this Newsletter should not be done 
without permission from the Association.

Marilyn Higgins 4, Crawfurd Road 668 4168 Chair
Peredur Williams 6. Gilmore Road 668 1692 Secretary/Vice Chair
Mark Probert 9, Crawfurd Road 621 0140 Treasurer
Liz Philp 8, Crawfurd Road 667 1191 Minutes Secretary
Joyce Tait 25, Granby Road 622 0279 Member
Peter Bloomfield 8, Granby Road 667 1295 Member
Hilary Vandore 14/2 Brights Cres 662 0242 Member
Wilma Elton 5, Wilton Road 667 4079 Member
Eileen Francis 49, Gilmour Road 667 3996 Member
Allen Simpson 10, Crawfurd Road 667 4288 Advisor
Tony Harris 21, Mentone Terrace 477 9968 Planning Advisor
Charles Aspinall 3, Crawfurd Road 662 8658 IT Advisor
Merrilie Cameron 12, Crawfurd Road 667 0606 Web & Newsletter Editor

Craigmillar Park Association
      We  are a local community Association, with  charitable status, covering the 
area known as “The Craigmillar Park Conservation Area”. This Area is situated   
between Mayfield Gardens/Craigmillar Park/Gordon Terrace and Mayfield Rd. It  is 
bounded at the North by West  Mayfield and goes right  down to the bottom of Gordon 
Terrace.  It  also includes Cameron March, Crawfurd, Lady, and East  Suffolk Roads &  
East Suffolk Park.  

     The Association was founded in 1997 and it is run by an elected Committee.  We  
produce two Newsletters a year and run a Website: “www.craigmillar-park.co.uk” 
which we hope is informative. (This should be up-dated soon, so keep a lookout!)

   You can help by joining, making your views known via the website and offering 
some of your valuable time to sit  on the Committee helping to  preserve and enhance 
our Conservation Area. We are always happy to hear your comments.

Annual  Subscription:  £6 per adult (£10 per couple) & concessions £4 each (£6 per 
couple). (due in October or at the AGM)   We have kept the subscription the same for 
quite a long time now and think that  it is good value.  Filling in the Gift Aid form 
enables us to claim back tax and that  is really helpful, as the money pays for things like 
the Newsletter and Website.  If you would like to join, you will find the appropriate 
forms on our website or contact  one of the Committee and they can be sent  to Mark 
Probert our Treasurer. (Address below)

Craigmillar Park Association Committee Members.

http://www.craigmillar-park.co.uk
http://www.craigmillar-park.co.uk

