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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
 Thursday 27th OCTOBER 2016 at 7.30pm

The AGM will be held in Craigmillar Park Church Hall. The meeting 
welcomes all residents, and is open to members and  non - members. 
There will be the usual Association business followed by a talk on the 
development of the Kings Building campus by Anna Stamp (Head of 
Capital Projects, Edinburgh University). Do come and join us.

Eileen Francis, CPA Chair, writes:

The Craigmillar Park Association is more than a residents’ association. It was 
set up in the 1990s to include everyone attached  to the local area through 

residency, work or leisure who cares about its 
character and conservation. We sit along side other 
local associations such as the Grange Association and 
Blacket Association on the 
G ra n g e a n d P r e s t o n f i e l d 
Community Council to represent 
our particular views on planning, 
transport  and conservation 

issues. We think it important for our neighbourhood to 
cooperate with others so that our voice is heard by 
Edinburgh City Council. 
In 2015-16 we have valued the support of individuals and 

groups in putting forward the 
case which challenges building 
proposals  in the conservation 
area. We have had discussions 
about the care and maintenance of the nature strips 
and about the new parking zones. We have responded 
to a consultation about the ecology of the local area 
and answered questions of individual concern. 

Our website craigmillar-park.org.uk is regularly updated so that everyone can 
be informed  on current and historical conservation issues. We encourage 
everyone to join us. We are always looking for ways to be more effective so if 
you would like to join the committee or to offer help to the association please 
get in touch.
  

http://craigmillar-park.org.uk/
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Our Hon Secretary, Perudur Williams writes.
The objectives of the CPA include the promotion of high standards of 
planning and architecture in or affecting the Craigmillar Park 
Conservation Area. The attractiveness of our surroundings comes not 
only from the individual buildings, trees and gardens but also from the 
harmony of the streets and vistas as a whole. To advance this objective, 
the Secretary checks all planning proposals in the Conservation Area 
submitted to the Council and ask Committee members to look at those 
that may be inconsistent with the principles described in the Craigmillar 
Park Conservation Area Character Appraisal published by the City of 
Edinburgh Council. Problematic are applications for extensions, 

including paved parking provision, which would 
cover a disproportionate fraction of the land, out 
of keeping with the Character Appraisal, which 
makes much of the important relationship 
between building and open garden space within 
the Conservation Area. After discussion, and 
input from neighbours, the CPA objected to two 
such applications this year: one was permitted 
by the Council, the other refused. Another 
problem area are proposals which would be 
obtrusive and break the building lines, to one of 
which the CPA objected to as well. 

The most significant proposal, however, is the long running one by 
Miller Homes to build houses on the playing field previously used by St 
Margaret's School. There was a Public Hearing on November 18th last 
year by Development Management Sub-Committee at which Alan Dewar 
spoke against the proposal on behalf of the CPA. The application to 
build the houses on the field was rejected by 8-6, but the related  
application to move the pavilion was approved by 8-7 on a casting vote. 
In February, we received notice that Miller Homes had appealed the 
decision to the Planning and Environmental Appeals Division (DPEA) of 
the Scottish Government, and the CPA submitted its objections to the 
Reporter considering the case. The Reporter concluded that she was 
minded to allow the appeal and grant planning permission, subject to 
registration of a planning obligation under section 75 of the Town and 
Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 covering  the retention of the 
remaining open space for use by the public, which is apparently still 
under discussion. 
Most recently, we objected to the grant of a Late Hours catering licence 
to McDonalds drive-through restaurant being built adjacent to the 
Cameron Toll shopping Centre. Although the premises are outwith the 
Conservation Area, they are immediately in front of our residents in 
Lady Road who are naturally disturbed at the prospect of noise and 
extra traffic through the night.



Grange/Prestonfield Community Council 
In January 2016 Tony Harris stood down as Chair of the GPCC and was 
succeeded by Janet Sidaway. The Community Council expressed their 
gratitude to Tony for his valuable contribution to the local area at an event in 
March. He continues as a community councillor  and as a planning adviser to 
CPA and GPCC. He writes:
The CPA boundary coincides with that of the Craigmillar Park Conservation 
Area and upholding conservation principles therefore governs much of what 

CPA does on Planning issues.The formal examination of 
the new Local Plan LDP2 by Reporters appointed by the 
Scottish Government has been completed and their report 
on required changes was accepted by the City of 
Edinburgh Council  Planning Committee on 5th    parade of 
shops in Mayfield Road south of Mentone Terrace has been 
included in the designation of Local Shopping Area.
For those interested, the public consultation on longer 
term strategic planning and infrastructure objectives of 
the Local Development plans will take place from mid-
October - sesplan.gov.uk/joint-committee

The 2010 Strategy on Open Space has been revised and the public 
consultation on the new one runs until 21st October.
 
consultationhub.edinburgh open space 2021.

Much effort throughout the past year has gone into dealing with the proposal 
for housing by the owner Miller Homes of the former St Margaret’s School 
playing field in East Suffolk Road. Representatives of GPCC and CPA attended 
a formal Hearing in November 2015 when CEC refused this application which 
led to an Appeal. The Reporter’s decision in April 2016 is ‘minded to grant 
planning consent’ subject to a legal agreement covering the public use of 
part of the site as open space . A deadline for the completion of this process 
has been set by the Reporter for 14th October 
( cf CPA website for updates). In the 
meantime some preliminary work has started 
on the site in connection with the relocation of 
the Listed Pavilion, for which planning consent 
has been granted.
Projects which the GPCC and CPA will be 
watching in the coming year include the 
potential development of the Royal Blind 
School site and the substantial proposal for 
the School of Biological Sciences on the Kings 
Building Campus of Edinburgh University. In principle we welcome the long-
term commitment of Edinburgh University to this Campus.   

https://consultationhub.edinburgh.gov.uk/sfc/openspace2021/
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Craigmillar Park Bowling Club
Not everyone in this area will realize that hidden behind a hedge halfway 
along Gilmour Road is a bowling green, established in 1903 just after most of 
the houses in the road were built. Originally it was intended for the use of 
the gentlemen of the area, but soon ladies played there too in their long 
dresses, as can be seen from some of the old photographs displayed in the 
Clubhouse. The heyday of the Club was probably in the 1980’s, when there 
was a big waiting list for membership. Changed days! Bowling has declined 

in popularity and the Club is 
desperate for new members now 
to carry it into the future. There is 
a special reduced subscription of 
£50 for new members in their 
first year of membership, and 
thereafter the yearly subscription 
is £110. The Club has plenty of 
bowls of various sizes as well as 
bowling shoes for prospective 
members to borrow, and coaches 

to get new people started. We run Club competitions and play friendly 
matches against various Clubs, as well as enter teams in some of the 
Edinburgh bowling leagues. Our competition Finals are taking place this 
weekend, and the Club shuts for the season at the end of September, to 
reopen in April.
For local residents, it is a terrific asset to have this green space on our 
doorsteps, available for members to turn up and play on at anytime, and for 
the community around to use the Clubhouse for meetings, and it would be 
very sad if the green were to disappear under concrete. If there are any 
prospective members out there, do please contact the Secretary, Frances 
Lindsay (tel. 667 6862 ) and have a look at our website cpbc.org.uk.

Nature Strips
Most readers of this newsletter will be aware that there are five nature strips 
in the CPC  area - two on Suffolk Road,  two on Gilmour Road and one on 
Granby Road  These green spaces established more than a century ago now 
look very neglected,  containing weeds, litter, overgrown bushes and trees 
and surrounded by sagging wire fencing. Following an enquiry by the CPCA 
about eighteen months ago, Mike Shields, Community Parks Officer at the 
time, reported that all the residencies within the Lygon, Wilton, Suffolk and 
East Savile, Granby and Gilmour estate are the owners of these spaces. His 
successor, Steven Cuthill, who came to inspect them on 2nd August of this 
year, confirmed this view, although there seems to be no authenticating 
documentation. 

http://www.cpbc.org.uk/index.html
http://www.cpbc.org.uk/index.html


Steven reiterated that even the “basic, annual maintenance” offered by the 
Council more than 27 years ago was not guaranteed as the Council has cut 
2000 jobs, 40% of which were front line. He said he would examine ways to 
recruit help through community service and company volunteering. Some 

fence posts have rotted and Steven 
repeated that the Council might repair 
but not replace the fencing. He said he 
would do his best to persuade the 
forestry department to come and deal 
with the trees at the south end of 
Gilmour Road which are overhanging 
the pavement, the road and the street 
lights. However, there would be many 
costs involved and he wasn’t sure that 
he could convince the var ious 
departments to fund this work, as the 

ground was privately owned.

It seems to me that we have three choices

1. We tolerate the present condition of these 
nature strips and watch them deteriorate further.

2. We clear, tidy, prune, replant ourselves, as 
indeed my husband and I do at the Gilmour/Wilton 
corner and Oliver Young at the Gilmour/Suffolk 
corner. The three of us are prepared to continue 
this task but it is a huge one and there is no way 
we can deal with more than a tiny portion of this 
land without many more helpers.   Access to the 
south Gilmour strip is now almost impossible – 
there is no gate or gap - and there is a good 
argument for having the rickety fence removed. 
Steven Cuthill has said he would investigate the 
logistics for us.  This proposal would depend on the 
agreement of the residents close by and on the 
Council’s preparedness to fund the work – perhaps 
unlikely in the present financial climate. 

3. We, the residents of the estate, contribute a small amount annually to pay 
for their upkeep. 

We hope to discuss this matter at the AGM on 27th October. Meanwhile, 
please contact me at wilmaelton@yahoo.co.uk with your ideas and 
responses.

 

mailto:wilmaetlon@yahoo.co.uk
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100 years ago
In July 1913 the Edinburgh Association for the Provision of Hostels for 
Women’s Students bought 19 acres of land at Craigmillar Park, East Suffolk 

Road, Newington, then part of a golf 
course.  The cost was £10,700. The 
pavilion in the adjacent fields dates 
back to this golf course period. While 
the original scheme was for seven 
h o s t e l s j u s t t h r e e h o s t e l s 
accommodating 156 students were 
built.  The buildings were designed in 
the Lorimer Arts and Crafts idiom with 
the frontages and side elevations 
incorporating stone from Craigleith 

quarry and with brick and harling to the rear.

In spite of the outbreak of the First World War two of the hostels became 
available to students in October 1916 with the third opening in the 1916/17 
session. Sir Alfred Ewing, Principal of Edinburgh University, formally opened 
the campus on 1st June 1917. The hostels were named Buchanan, Balfour 
and Playfair.

Dr Allen Simpson writes: A major component of the special character of the 
building complex is its very sheltered rural setting and the high quality of 
views into and out of the site. In particular  the field at the north end of the 
site provided the sports facilities which were  considered essential when the 
site was purchased , and this has remained an open playing field with 
dramatic and uninterrupted views of Arthur’s Seat to the north. The field 
forms an integral part of the setting of the halls and it makes a significant 
impact on the character of East Suffolk Road and Crawfurd Road.

Sources:http://www.ed.ac.uk/education/about-us/maps-estates-history/
history/east-suffolk
Simpson,A. 2013.  A Topographic Survey of Craigmillar Park. cf pdf on CPA 
website

Visit our website for all the latest news - craigmillar-park.org.uk - use the 
contact form to get in touch if you can help in any way.

CONTACTS

 • Chair: Eileen Francis 667 3996
 • Vice Chair: Marilyn Higgins 668 4168
 • Hon. Secretary: Peredur Williams 668 1692
 • Hon. Treasurer: Elizabeth Philp 667 1191
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Message from Ian Murray
Real change in communities comes from local people coming together to 
make things better.  Local politicians like me can help bring people 
together, co-ordinate activities, support groups and make representations.  
However, without hard working local people who give up their time on a 
voluntary basis to make a difference, we would not get very far.
I would encourage any resident who is reading this to get involved in local 
groups.  The Craigmillar Park Association is one of the very best in the 
City.  Protecting the cherished conservation status, demanding local 
services to improve the area, providing support to 
other local groups, liaising with public bodies and 
organisations, and, critically, fighting inappropriate 
planning applications that impact on the area.
All of these activities fundamentally improve and 
protect the local area where we all live.  
Over the years we have worked very closely together 
on responding to uses of vacant buildings following 
the closure of St Margarets school, the need to 
improve Newington Cemetery, the introduction of 
resident parking areas, the management of the “nature 
strips”, and, most recently, trying to protect the field at Crawford Road/
East Suffolk Road.
I’m very lucky to represent a constituency with hundreds of groups from 
community councils and residents’ associations to the churches and 
‘friends’ groups.
I couldn’t do my job as an MP without the eyes, ears, help and support of 
these local organisations such as the Craigmillar Park Association and I 
would encourage you, if you can, to give any of your valuable time to help 
them in their activities.  
Every little does help and the rewards are a much better place for us all to 
live and for future generations to continue to enjoy.

Thank you for all you do,

Ian Murray MP
Member of Parliament for Edinburgh South

           

If you would like to join/rejoin please fill out 
the form on the back page, tear off and put in 
the envelope provided.



Please join/rejoin the Association
Fill out this form and bring it with your subscription if you are attending the AGM 

or tear off and use the envelope provided to post to:- 
Elizabeth Philp, Craigmillar Park Association, 8 Crawfurd Road, Edinburgh, EH16 5PQ.

I/We would like to join/renew membership of Craigmillar Park Association 
Circle category appropriate to you.

Full Membership: Single £6, Couple £10, Senior Citizen/Student Membership: Single £4, 
Couple £6. Cheques payable to Craigmillar Park Association.

I/We enclose  £______________                   Date  ________________

Title(s)  _____   Forename(s)  ____________________  Surname(s)  _________________

Address______________________________________________________________   

Postcode  ________________________  Telephone  __________________________

Email  _______________________________________________________________

If you are a taxpayer and sign a GIFT AID DECLARATION your subscription is worth a further 25% 
to the Association.

I want the charity to treat

The enclosed donation of £_________
Also donations made since 6 April 2000, and all donations I make from the date of this document 
until I notify you otherwise as GIFT AID DONATIONS.

Date  _____________           Signature(s) __________________________________

Notes:-
1. You can cancel this declaration at any time by notifying the Association.
2. You must pay an amount of income tax and/or capital gains tax at least equal to the tax that 

the Association reclaims on your donations in the tax year (currently 25p for each £1 you 
give).

3. If in the future your circumstances change and you no longer pay tax on your income and 
capital gains equal to the tax that the Association reclaims, you can cancel your declaration. 
(See Note 1)

4. If you pay tax at the higher rate you can claim further tax relief in your Self Assessment tax 
return.

5. If you are unsure whether your donations qualify for Gift Aid tax relief, ask us. Or ask your 
local tax office for leaflet IR113 Gift Aid.

6. Please notify the Association if you change your name or address.
7. Once signed, a fresh form is not required with each subsequent renewed subscription


